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Latin America '95 is:
the Latin American book with the
widest distribution each year both on and
off the Continent.
an anthology of popular wisdom; an annual of
continental hopes.
an almanac of the Latin American spirit,
an historical record of our roots.
a pedigogical tool for education, communication,
solidarity or popular pastoral work.
a sign of communion for those throughout the
Continent who live the Great Causes of
our Homeland, which shape our being,
our dreams, our Latin American
identity.

"The Great Homeland is both a memory and a hope.




"Al the hands, all”, -

the sister fIcoples of the Great Someland,

in whom memovy and hope flourish.

7 he blood of the past,

the avc of the futuve,

the wandering call.

Green is the living land,

blue the sea and our dreams,

and over all the vavious faces of

Qur America, the vainhow.
Pedro Casaldalign

- APPRECIATION

We thank once again all those people who have contributed to the new edition
of Latinamerican Agenda '95. We also thank those who have sent us texts which we
were unable to publish because of lack of space.

We thank the more than 60 popular centres, solidarity groups, popular organi-
zations, justice and peace secretariats, religious congregations, magazines and
editorial bodies who have confidence in "Latinamerican Agenda '95" and who edit
and distribute it across the Continent and beyond. Thanks too to the other institu-
tions, communities and base organizations who accept it as their own, use it and
share with others.

We would especially like to mention Fray David Raimundo dos Santos and the
various organizations of the Brazilian Conciencia Negra; Maricarmen Montes y
Mujeres for Didlogo in Mexico; the Equipo Nacional de Pastoral Aborigen in Ar-
gentina; as well as some of the well-known people whose works are published in this
edition: Noam Chomsky, Rius and Ana Maria Ezcurra. To all of you, from the
bottom of our heart: Thank you! in the name of all who use this agenda.
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PERSONAL DATA

Editions of the Latinamerican Agenda:

* The Latinamerica Agenda ‘92 was published in the following countries: Mexico, Honduras,
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia, Venezuela, Bolivia, Argentina, Chile, and Spain.

* The Latinamerican Agenda ‘93 was published in: Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador,
Nicaragua, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Costa Rica, Panama, Venezuela, Bolivia, Brazil
(Portuguese), Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, ?ortugal (Portuguese), Spain, and Italy (Italian).

* The Latinamerica Agenda ‘94 was published in; Canada (French), United States (Spanish),
Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Costa Rica,
Panama, Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Paraguay, Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, Spain,
and Italy (Italian).

* The Latinamerican Agenda ‘95 is being prepared for distribution in: Canada (French),
Canada-United States (English), United States (Spanish), Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador,
Nicaragua, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru,
Puerto Rico, Bolivia, Paraguay, Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, Spain (Catalan), and Italy (Italian).
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This agenda is the property of the Latinamerican people who give permision to copy, quote, reproduce,
multiply and share the material it contains. We welcome the editors, distributors and readers of Puerto
Rico, Peru, Paraguay, Canada (English edition} and Catalonia (Catalan edition) who for the first time
have joined the Latinamerica '95 family.

For Dlstnbutlon in Canada and the United States the Latinoamericana '95
' - agenda is produced by:

Social Justice Committee of Montreal
1857 de Maisonneuve O.,
Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3H 1J9
Tel. (514)933-6797 / Fax: (514)933-9517
E-mail: sjc@web.apc.org

_ The French language edi}ion is produced by:

Coalition Romero
25 rue Jarry ouest,
Montréal, Quebec, Canada H2P 186
Tel. (514)387-2541 Fax: (514)387-5550

The views expressed in the agenda and the articles are those of the authors and do not necessartly reflect
f the Social Justice Committee of Montre:
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Presentation of the LatinAmerican Agenda '95

Social Justice Committee of Montreal

Another Year...

Once again we have succeeded,; and we are big-
ger - three more countries in Latin America: Para-
guay, Peru and Puerto Rico; and two more lan-
guages: English and Catalan. We are a famly fully
“Latinamerican”, not only spiritually, but also geo-
graphically - we are now everywhere on the Con-
tinent. This year we are available in 21 countries
and 6 languages, thanks to the more than 80 groups
which edit/distribute the Agenda. Such a welcome
obliges us to constantly look for better ways to
serve. It is of great help for us to know that we
have so many brothers and sisters and that you
send us your suggestions, thanks and criticisms.

Ever since it was born, the Latinamerican
Agenda has sought to be a vehicle for communi-
cating the Latinamerican spint. No other Conti-
nent feels its identity with the same intensity. Latin
America is, above all, a utopia: not to be found in
any one region but everywhere; throbbing, stimu-
lating, attracting, not something already accom-
plished, but more like a collective imagination
which feeds our identity, our meaning, our hope.
The Great Homeland, this Bolivaran dream of uto-
pia which liberates and generates so many ener-
gies, is above all a Cause, or even a handful of
great Causes which together form the “Spinit of
our Great Homeland”.

Memory and Hope

The theme for this year’s agenda is “memory
and hope” and it must be understood within the
context of the Causes of the Great Homeland. This
year we would like to highlight three anniversa-
ries: the three hundredth anniversary of the mar-
tyrdom of Zumbi, the great Brazilian defender of

Black pride; the one hundredth anniversary of the
death of José Marti, the father of both the Cuban
homeland and revolution; and, the centenial of
Augusto Sandino’s birth. Above all, it is the
memory of Zumbi - and the enthusiastic collabo-
ration of so many black organizations throughout
the Continent - which has led us to place an em-
phasis on the Cause of the Blacks.

Using the Agenda as a Teaching Tool

The Latinamerican agenda is certainly meant
for the personal use of individuals but also as a
pedagogical tool for popular or pastoral anima-
tion. Thetexts are always short and adaptable; none
are more than two or three pages long. Some even
carry suggestions for use with groups. All can be
used in this way.

It is of such a size that when opened it can be
reprinted on legal-size paper. The diagrams are
simple, easy to read and copy. We sacrificed some
esthetics, such as more graphics and blank spaces,
for the sake of a greater volume of print.

We are very aware of the collective nature of
this enterprise. We will continue to gratefully ac-
cept your suggestions, material, texts, etc. which
we hope you will send for use in the 1996 version
of the Latinamerican Agenda.

José Maria Vigil,
Editor-in-chief

Preface to the English Edition

The Social Justice Committee of Montreal is
very happy to present the Latinamerican Agenda
’95. This is the first time that the Latinamerican



Agenda is printed in English.

We are very greatful to José Maria Vigil and
his team in Nicaragua for having sent us most of
the material which appears in this agenda. Our own
editorial board decided that we would include only
a few non-Latinamerican articles. These speak to
Northemn solidarity with the people of Latin-
America.

The translation of the agenda from Spanish to
English has been undertaken by a number of vol-
unteers and staff people from the Social Justice
Committee. We apologize for any weaknesses and
inconsistencies which will inevitably appear. Due
to space limitations, we have left out a few items
which appear in the original Spanish version of

the agenda and chosen those which we believe to
have the most relevance to our readers.

We would like to mention that all proceeds from
the sale of the English version of the agenda will
go to support the work of the Canada/Central
America Urgent Action network (cf article by
Shelley Coleman).

We would appreciate any criticisms or sugges-
tions that you might want to share with us so that
we can improve the 1996 version of the agenda.
We also want to thank all who worked on this
agenda, especially Elsa Abelleira who oversaw the
translation and Ken Yip, our computer whiz.

- Maura McGrath, ¢nd, President.

In the Manner of a Fraternal Introduction

Memory and Hope
- Pedro Casaldaliga

The life of an individual, or that of a people,
entails a dialectical push and pull between past
and future—that is, for as long as they remain,
respectively, an individual and a people. This
dynamic is present with us today. Between the
past and the future, or—putting it in terms more
filled with spirituality and Spirit—between
memory and hope; this is the “stage” upon which
human life and human history are played.

When our memory is truly a part of our lives,
only then can our hopes be truly founded.

One’s hopes are well-founded only if one’s
life is well-grounded in memory. Our future ex-
istence is a result of what many of our brothers
and sisters were in that past which is our inher-
itance. We do not seek the “remembrance of
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things past,” but rather to forge a secularly won
future. As the great theologian Rahner once
wrote: “the treasure of the past is the freedom
of the future.”

Memory and hope are, in the larger scheme
of things, like the ends of a single arc: the arc of
war and peace. A single arc, memory and hope.
According to the mystics, just as the faculty for
faith is founded in reason and the faculty for
love in will, so is hope—which is at once frag-
ile, powerful and activist—founded in memory.

Colonizers have always sought to subjugate
conquered peoples by erasing their memories and
extinguishing their hopes. There is no better way
to do away with a cultural identity. In our
America, despite massive colonization and nu-
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merous massacres, such efforts have been in
vain. We have survived. “We will survive and
number in the millions,” cried out the Native
signatories of the Port Alberni manifesto in the
name of us all,.

The 1995 Latin American Agenda is intended
to help one experience, throughout the new year,
this reality which is so ethereal and yet so real,
so pluralist and yet so mysteriously one: this
Patria Grande, Our America. In short, to “live”
its most important causes; to “live” the Spint
which carries it like a wind of fire; to “live”
those emerging subjects now raising it to new
heights, 1.e.:

* the interwoven cultures of indigenous peoples,
Blacks, Mestizos and others;

* the popular alternatives, from which will
flower our Latin American socialism or full
democracy;

* women as fully recognized citizens;

* an environment in which we will live in har-
mony.

This America of ours, home of great causes
and of a people who are many peoples, has a
long memory and fertile hopes. The very fact
that, unlike every other continent, it sees itself
as a single fatherland/motherland is in itself
conclusive proof of the memory and the hope
forming, the soul of Our America.

America, Our America, has survived and has
today—and increasingly so with each passing
day—a real future. This, in spite of all the suc-
cessive empires and all the principles surren-
dered by its oligarchies and politicians. It has
survived because it has kept alive—generally
at the price of much spilt blood—its roots, its
memory, its identity and its hopes throughout
these five violent centuries and during many
thousands of years before that.

During the preparations, celebrations or con-

demnations around the (in)famous quincentenary
and in the days that followed, the indigenous
peoples of Native America and the Black peo-
ple of Afro-America shouted this out to the en-
tire world. What is more, they united their many
voices in a single cry of communion, resistance
and autonomy—a cry full of memory and hope.

The hemisphere-wide 500 Years of Resist-
ance campaign was originally a strictly indig-
enous affair. It has since become The Indig-
enous, Black and Popular Movement. Even be-
fore the initial shock from the Chiapas uprising
had dissipated, countless indigenous groups
from Mexico and throughout the Americas were
already expressing their solidarity—and repre-
sentatives of both this Maya uprising and the
latest indigenous uprising in Ecuador were meet-
ing in the United States with their far off rela-
tives of the north. The Black people of Brazil—
one third of the total population—will celebrate
this year (1995) the three hundredth anniver-
sary of the murder/martyrdom of the great Black
leader Zumbi by singing, with its increasingly
recovered memory: “Zumbi, Zumbi, voce nao
morreu, voce esta em mim” (you have not died,
you live on in me).

Christian people are, very explicitly, a peo-
ple of memory and hope. Jesus of Nazareth left
as his testament the memory of his Epiphany.
As the Apostle Paul reminded us, keeping this
memory alive is not just a matter of religious
celebration but also of practice, “until He re-
turns.” We preserve the relevance of His Cruci-
fixion and His Resurrection—in persons and
peoples—by keeping His memory alive and
awaiting Him against all hope.

So, in honour of our Latin American iden-
tity and our faith, let us make this 1995 Latin
America Agenda into both the collective memory
of our struggles, martyrings and victories, as
well as a hope-filled program for our causes,
ideas and utopias. Our memory, our hopes.

v
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29 Thursaay 30

Holy Maty, Mother of God

Numbers 6:22-27

Gat 4:4-7

Lk 2 16-21

1508: Beginning of colonlzation of Puerto Rico

1804: p rce of Haitl. National Holiday.
1858: Triumph of Cuban Revolution.
1876: Mawricio Lopez, University of Argentina

rector, committed protestant lay person,
ber of the World Councll of Churches,

is disappeared.

1690: Courtney and Teresa Rosales,

religious, are assassinated by Contras in

"
1894: Uprising of Zapatista indigenous

campesinos in Mexico
‘ World Day for Peacs ’

December 1994 : i
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Monday 3 Tuesday : 4 Wednesday

Basii & Gregory 1.Jn 2:22-28 Genevieve 1n2:29-36 Rigoberto 1n3:7-10
Jn 1:19-28 Jn 1:20-34 Jn 1:35-42
1904 Marines land in Dominican Republic “to 1881 Diego Quic, an indigenous catechist and 1820 Founding of first Afroamerican baseball
protect American interests” leader of popular organizations in League in the United States - National
1978 Francisco Jentel, defender of indigenous Guatemala, is disappeared Negro Baseball League
people and campesinos, is victim of 1975 Jose Patricio Leon “Pato”, YCS leader and
‘National Security” In Brazil political activist, is disappeared in Chile

1981 Jose Manuel de Souza, “Ze Piau”, worker, is
killed in Para, Brazil.

Each minute the world wastes $1.8 million ~ Every hour 1500 children die of bunger or Each day ane animal or plant species
on military arms. - related disease. becomes extinct.
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. B Thursday 6 . Friday 7 Saturday

Telesphore & Emiliana 1Jdn 3:11-21 Epiphany Is. 60:1-8 Raymond of Penafort 1dn3:22-46
Kaj Munk Jn 1:42-51 Eph. 3:2-3a, 58 Jn 4:12-17,23.25
1534 Guarocuya “Enriquillo”, Christian leader in La Mt 2:1-12 1981 Sebastiean Mearin, rural leader in Para,
Espanola (Dominican Republic), is the first 1848 Guaranies are declared Paraguayan citizens Brazil is assassinated.
to rebe! in defense of his brothers and by decree of Carlos Antononlo Lopez 1983 Felipe and Mary Barreda, christian
sisters 1982 Victoria de la Roca, Guatemalan religious futi y activists are ji d by
1966 The first Worid Festival of Negro art and and martyr for the poor of Esquipulas is the Contras in Nicaragua.
cultre is celebrated in Dakar, Africa. disappeared.

1988 Julio Gonzalez, bishop of El Puno, Peru, dies
in a suspicious accident after having
ived death threats.
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Baptism of Our Lord Is 42:1-4 6-7
Acts {0:34-38
Seveting Lk 3 15-16

1454 Pope Nicholas authorizes the king of
Portugal to enslave any African nation, as
long as he will baptize peopie

1850 Juan, one of the leaders of the the Quemado

Revolution, is hanged in Espirito Santo,
Brazil
1912 The African National Congress is

1882 Domingo Cahuuec Sic, an indigenous

P and del of the Word, is
Kilted in R , Baja Verapaz, Gt i
)
D
2
2
2
2
- December 1994
P4
-
/ 13 14 15 16
20 21 3 |
2 27 28 3 :zw 1 2




9 yMo;:d;y 10~do'l‘uesday 11 Wednesday

Eulogio. Julian, Basilia Heb 1:1-8 Heb 2:5-12 Higinio, Martin of Leon Heb

Mk 1:14-20 Mk 1:21-28 2:14-18

1958 Rigoberta Menchu is bom in Chimel, 1878 Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, joumalist, fighter Mk 1:29-39
Department of Quiché, Guatemala for liberty against the Somocista

dictatorship
1882 Dora Azmitia "Menchy”, activist, 23 year-old
teacher, martyr of the Catholic student

movement in Guatemala

dnuary

Exoept for the time of the Second World War, there were more detained, tortured, assassinated, exiled, and oppressed people during the
nineteen eighties than at any other time in human history.
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Benito, Patiana Heb 3:7-14

Mk 1:40-45

1525 Pedro Al do submits to the Cakchiquel

1840 Dom Silverio Pimenta, the first Black bishop
of Brazil, is bom

1988 Jurg Weiss, a Swiss theologian, missionary
in E1 Salvador

George Fox

Argentina

1878 Roca begins the Desert campaign in

Heb 415,11

Saturday

Heb 4:12-18
Mk 2:13-17
1988 Miguel Angel Pavon, director of the Human
Rights Commission, and Moises
Landaverde, Honduras

> 4

Fulgencio

Mk 2:1-12 Eivind Jose Berggra

Jenupp

2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time

Isiah 62:1-5
1 Cor 12.4-11

15..

John 2:1-12

1929 Martin Luther King is bom in Atlanta, Georgia
1981 Estela Pajuelo Grimani, campesina, martyr,
Peru

1982 The constitutional law of Canada includes

the rights of indigenous people

December 1994
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18 Wednesday

16 Mondey

Marcelo Heb 5:1-10 Antonio Abad Peter's confession Heb 7:1-3,15-17

Mk 2:18-22 Mk 2:23-28 Mk 3:1-8
1992 The Salvador Peace Accords are signed 1981 Silvia Maribel Amriola, nurse, first religious 1535 The City of Kings (Lima) is founded
yred in b panying the 1981 Jose Eduardo, union leader in Acre, Brazil, is
Salvadoran people assassinated

1888 Jaime Restrepo Lopez, priest, Colombia
1991 Persian Guif war begins

dnuary

. Each manth the world economic system adds 75 million dollars tothe debt of over one and ~ Every year an area of tropical forest, equiva-

. one half billion which is crushing the poor of the Third World. lent to three-quarters the area of Guysna ix
destroyed for all time.
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49 Thursday 9() Friday

Mario, Marta, Abaco Heb 7:25 - 8:6

Henry, Bishop of Upsala

Mk 3:7-12

Fabian & Sebastian Heb 8:6-13
Mk 3:13-18
1873 Amlicar Cabral, poet and revolutionary leader
in Cape Verde and Guinea Bissau, is
assassinated by the Portuguese police.
1879 Octavio Ortiz, priest, and four students and
catachists, martyred in El Salvador
1882 Carios Morales, Dominican,, martyred while
working with indigenous campesinos in
Guatemala

day

Heb 8:2-3, 11-14
Mk 3:20-21
1872 Gerardo Valencia Cano, bishop of
Buenaventura, Colombia, prophet of the
liberation of the poor

3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time

Neh §2-42.56.3-10
1 Cor 12:12-30
Vicente Lk 1:1-14

1585 "Tata" Vasco de Quiroga, bishop of

Mich 1, Pr of the indi 15
Reductions

1982 Massacre of campesinos in Puebio Nuevo,
Colombia

Jenuep



Mo day Tuesday 5 Wednesday

Ndefonso ) Heb 9:15,24-28 Francis of Sales Heb 10:1-10 Conversion of Paul Acts 22:3-18

Mk 3:22-30 Mk 3:31-35 or 9:1-22
1877 First Indigenous Conference in Central Mk 18:15-18
America 1524 The "Tweive Aposties of Mexico” leave Spain

January

“The world's religions (1993): Moslem 959,432,000; Catholics 944,578,000; Other Christians 889,746,000, Hindus 749,400,000;
Confuscians 351,300,000; Budhists 341,570,000; Jews 20,211,000;
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2@ Thursday 27 | Friday 28 Saturday

Timothy, Titus & Silas Heb 10:19-25 Heb 10:32-39 Thomas Aquinas Heb 11:1-2,8-18
Mk 4:21-25 Lidia Mk 4:26-34 Mk 4:35-40
1554 Pablo de Torres, bishop of Panama, first 1853 Jose Martl is bom
exile from Latin America for defending 1979 the Puehia Conference opens
indigenous people

4th Sunday of Ordimary Time

Jer 1°4-5.17-19
I Cor 1231-13.13
Lk 4 21-30
1974 M of Bolivi in Alto
Valle
1980 Maria Ercllia Martinez & Ana Caralia
students, catechi yred in
El Salvador

December 1994 February
S MT WTTE § T WTTE § .
1 2 3 1 2 3 4 [}
4 3 7 8 9 10 g 9 10 1 WY
1 12 13 14 15 16 17 15 16 17 18 .'
1819 20 21 2 23 24 2 23 24 28 Y
26 29 30 31 ’




Mk 5:1-20

1948 Mahatma Gandhi dies.

(_DavofMon-viclencezPeace )

Those who say religion and politics have
nothing to do with ane another, know noth-
ing sbout religion.

- Mahatma Gandhi

31 Tue&ﬂay . V. Wednesday

John Bosco Heb 12:14 Cecilia, Viridiana Heb 12:4-7, 11-15
Mk 5:2143 Mk 6:1-8

1980 Massacre of 40 Quiches, in the Spanish 1870 Jonathen Jasper Wright is elected to State
in Gt la: Maria Ramirez, Supreme Court, becoming the first black to

Gaspar Vivi and Vicents Menchu and reach such a high position in the American

companions, martyrs of El Quiche. Jjudiciary.

1932 Agustin Farabundo Marti, Alonso Luna and
Mario Zapata are exocuted in the general
cemetery of San Salvador

1977 Daniel Esquivel, Paraguayan worker, martyr,
member of the Pastoral team to
Pa immig in Arg

Everything is political, but politics is not  Nothing is more political than to say that
everything, religion has nothing to do with politics.
- Manuel Mounier - Desmond Tutu
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Canada/Central America Urgent Action

Network

ADOLFO AQUILAR PAYES, was a 25 year
old student activist at the National University of
El Salvador when Treasury Police captured him
in 1989. Imprisoned for 3 years, he was held with-
out a judicial warrant, charged with “acts of ter-
ronsm’” and the deaths of two ARENA party mem-
bers. The Treasury Police tortured Payes until he
confessed to the above charges. In October of 1992,
Adolfo Payes began a hunger strike, in an effort to
bring his case to trial and prove his innocence.

Human rights organizations in El Salvador sent
the details of Payes case and an

mitment to Central America and to human rights
education.

Since 1991, The Secial Justice Committee of
Montreal (SJC), the Comité Chrétien pour les
droits humains en Amérique latine (CC),
Montréal and the Christian Task Force on Cen-
tral America (CTF), Bntish Columbia have served
as the coordinating centres for a national network
of organizations who wish to express their soli-
darity with Central Americans through lobbying,
advocacy work and urgent action response.

urgent request for messages of
international solidarity to
Canada. The members of the
Canada/Central America Urgent  {
Action Network responded imme-
diately to this alert, expressing
their concern for the health and
safety of Adolfo Payes, and de-
manding that his case be given
fast, fair and impartial considera-
tion. Over the next two months,
we gave our membership updates
on Payes physical condition and
the current status of his court

Participation in the Canada/
Central Amenica Urgent Action
Network has grown year by year.
Our current membership of 750
includes non-government organi-
zations, churches, individuals,
solidarity groups, trade unions,
women’s groups and indigenous
peoples.

Our members work hard to
promote peace and justice. They
are ready to take action against
human right violations as they

case;, more urgent action mes-

sages were sent. On December 3, 1992, we received
the good news that Payes had been found not guilty
and was released from prison.

* ok ok ok ok

The Canada/Central Amenca Urgent Action
Network celebrated its third anniversary in April
1994. This national project was initiated by three
community-based groups each with a deep com-

occur in Honduras, Guatemala,
El Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama and Mexico.
Working in fellowship with our Central American
partners, the members of the Network send mes-
sages of protest, denunciation and support by fax,
letter, telephone call or telex. Urgent action re-
sponses are sent to international governments, rep-
resentatives of the Canadian government and when
appropriate the United Nations.

The growth of the Network and its success in



its first three years is inspiring! By working to-
gether, we have been able to streamline urgent ac-
tion response across Canada, develop new educa-
tional resources and share our vision and exper-
tise. The Canada/Central America Urgent Action
Network has become an important voice in the

national expression of solidarity with Central
America and Mexico. We are committed to keep-
ing this voice alive in 1994-1995. With your sup-
port, the Network will continue its fight for the
recognition of civil, political, economic, social and
cultural rights in Central America.

Ifyour group or organization is interested in finding out more information about our project,
making a donation or becoming a member of the Canada/Central America Urgent Action Net-
work please contact the Centre in your region.

Christian Task Force on Central America /Box 65899, Station F, Vancouver, British Columbia
V5N 5L4 / phone: 604-875-9218, fax: 604-872-0709 / (responsible for Western provinces)

Social Justice Committee / 1875 de Maisonneuve ouest, 3rd Floor / Montréal, Québec H3H 1J9
phone: 514-933-6797, fax: 514-933-9517 / (responsible for Ontario, English-speaking Quebec
and the Atlantic provinces)

~ Comité Chrétien pour les droits humains en Amérique latine / 25 Jarry ouest / Montréal, Québec
H2P 186 / phone: 514-387-2541 fax: 514-387-5550 / (responsible for French-speaking
Canada)

The Canada/Central America Urgent Action Network is funded in part by the International
Centre for Human Rights and Democratic Development.

Our Work Has Just Begun
- Ernie Schibli

Remember when events in Central America
graced the front pages of our newspapers and
routinely made the evening TV news? —the as-
sassinations of Archbishop Romero, the Ameri-
can religious, and the Jesuits in El Salvador?
—the Contra war (with just a little help from
their friends) against the Sandanistas in Nica-
ragua? Rios Montt and his scorched earth
policy in Guatemala? These were just a few of
the stories which came our way from that part
of the world during the seventies, the eighties,

®
»
»
»

and even the first couple of years of this dec-
ade. They and many other stories helped galva-
nize scores of people into action. Solidarity
groups were formed, churches mobilized, poli-
ticians lobbied, tools and school supplies gath-
ered, refugees sponsored and welcomed, and
delegations sent to the region.

But now! With the exception of a few days
worth of attention to El Salvador’s elections and
the Zapatista uprising in Chiapas (I think we
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can safely call this a Central American event),
coverage of events in Central America has vir-
tually disappeared. It has been replaced by Ser-
bia and Bosnia, Rwanda and Haiti - the stories
of 1994. This would be great news if the reason
were that all is well in Central America; that
peace, security and prosperity are the rule of
the day. Unfortunately, this is far from the case.
The poverty in Nicaragua is worse than ever;
human rights violations and misery are still the
lot of Guatemalans; Honduran campesinos are
still engaged in their struggle for land; and, as
recent visitors to El Salvador have reported to
us, the plight of the poor in that country is worse
than it was during the war years.

So, why has Central America been pushed
off of even the back pages of our daily newspa-
pers? I think that there are two main reasons.
The first is that there is no longer open warfare
in the region, with the exception of parts of
Guatemala and even in that country peace is
being negotiated. Secondly, with the fall of the
Soviet Empire, the United States no longer can
claim that communism in Central America is a
threat to its security. Moreover, the American
economic situation now makes it much harder
to keep the various armies of the region sup-
plied with arms. So now there are no more
bloody battles or horrible massacres nor even
press conferences by generals or politicians de-
crying the communist threat to attract the me-
dia. These fires have been extinguished; now on
Bosnia, Rwanda and Haiti!

What this demonstrates is western society’s
preoccupation with symptoms and our indiffer-
ence to the real problems. All too often what
graces our television news programs and the
front pages of our newspapers are spectacular
pictures and stories which have everything to
do with the effects and absolutely nothing to do
with the causes. Several members of the Social
Justice Committee have recently returned from
that country bringing with them a most disturb-

ing picture, so let us use El Salvador as an ex-
ample.

Land and democracy (or lack of both) have
long been at the heart of the problems in El Sal-
vador. It was the lack of land and the subse-
quent impoverishment of most Salvadorans to-
gether with the death squads which terrorized
all who opposed (or were suspected of oppos-
ing) the repressive political, economic and mili-
tary power of the elites which led to the war
which extended through the eighties and into the
nineties. When the war finally ground to a halt
a few years ago and peace accords were signed
it was agreed that, among other things, there
would be fair elections and there would be land
reform. Moreover, the judicial system was to
be reformed and a new civil police force, inde-
pendent from the military, would be established.
In other words, those issues which led to the
war were to be addressed.

So, what do we have now? There were elec-
tions in March, 1994 and, while there were many
irregularities and reports of fraud, the results
have generally been accepted. That the ARENA
party, so closely identified to the forces of re-
pression won, should have come as no surprise.
After all, it controlled the wealth and the news
media, the police and the military. It also en-
joyed the advantages of being the party in power.

However, when one looks at the plight of the
poor it becomes very clear that they are no bet-
ter off. Most still do not have access to land.
Prices have risen astronomically. Within a week
of President Calderon Sol’s assuming office,
prices of basic food staples (i.e. com and beans)
had risen by 30%. Within two months the price
of a package of coffee went from 12 colones
(about $2.50) to 40 colones (about $8). Many
families which endured the war in which so many
of their sons and daughter, brothers and sisters
were killed now ask, “For what?”



At the same time, the Salvadoran govern-
ment has been extremely slow in fulfilling the
Peace Accord agreements and has even directly
contravened them. The dreaded death squads
have not disappeared, only now they manage to
cloak their activities under the guise of com-
mon crime. In July, 1994 the Joint Group, es-
tablished to investigate the existence and activi-
ties of armed groups, published a report linking
the armed forces, the police and the judiciary to
the death squads. Whether the government does
something about this remains to be seen.

A few years ago I and a friend were in Nica-
ragua and my friend asked some Nicaraguans if
they felt abandoned by their friends in Canada
and the United States. Without any hesitation
at all, they answered in the affirmative. As long
as there was fighting, the rest of the world
showed some interest. As soon as the Contras
laid down their arms and the Sandanistas lost
the elections, the eyes of the rest of the world,
with the exception of a relative few, turned else-
where. Yet the poverty I saw in Nicaragua in
1992 was worse than what I saw in 1984.

Now, popular organizations, church and hu-
man rights groups in El Salvador fear that the
same thing will happen to their country. Out of
sight, out of mind. The fighting is over; the coun-
try is on the road to peace but many of the un-
derlying injustices remain. Both the struggle and
the need for friends endure.

There is an added element to our solidarity
in 1995. Over the years Canadians and other

‘Northerners have become accustomed to pres-

suring the various governments in Central
America to act in a more just fashion. We have
condemned human rights abuses and called for
reform. On the occasions when we spoke to our
own governments (with the notable exception
of the United States) it was to ask that they put
pressure on other governments or even change

their policies in relation to Central America.

'
»

Very seldom, though, did we call for fundamen-
tal change in the ways our governments acted.

If welook a little more closely at the ARENA
government of El Salvador we will see that many
of its policies, especially those which hurt the
poor, are in line with the neo-liberal policies
espoused by the world’s powers. The political
and economic elites of every Central American
country are working hand-in-hand with their
counterparts in the United States, Canada, Ja-
pan, and most European countries. Through
their policies, the IMF and the World Bank (both
controlled by the North), affect the lives of the
campesinos of Nicaragua and El Salvador just
as they do those of Africans and Asians.

Solidarity with the poor of Central America
in the mid-nineties means: helping them maten-
ally in the reconstruction of their countries; con-
tinuing to denounce the human rights violations
which remain all-too-frequent; supporting ef-
forts to guarantee that the peace accords in vari-
ous countries are fulfilled; and, working for the
reform of the whole international socio-eco-
nomic system because it is this system which
underlies everything else.

At the beginning of this article I expressed
my dismay that the news media had abandoned
Central America and turned its attention else-
where. Some readers may have formed the im-
pression that I begrudge the space that is given
to countries like Rwanda and Haiti. Not at all!
We need to know what is happening there. How-
ever, we need the whole story because without
it, in a short while, well before true peace and
justice exist there, our attention will be called
elsewhere. Another blaze might, just might, have
been extinguished but nothing more than that.

So my friends, who care passionately about
Central America. Our work is far from over; in
many ways it has just begun.
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9 Thursday '3 Friday 41' Saturday

Heb 13:1-8 Heb 13:15-17,20-21
The Presentation Luke 2:2240 Mark 6:14-29 Mark 6:30-34
1976 José Tedeschi, priest and worker, martyr of 1795 Antonio José de Sucre is bom 1794 Uberation of slaves in Haiti. First abolistionist
the i ig and slu 8 law in Latin America.
Kidnapped and killed. 1979: Benjamin Didincué, indig leader,
1989 Alfredo Stroessner, dictator of Paraguay is martyr defending land in Colombia.
overthrown 1979: M: inC Lima (Peru). 8
1991 Expedito Ribeira de Souza, president of the workers killed and dozens of wounded.
Rural Workers Union in Rio Maria, Para, 1981: Chimal go (G la) 68
Brasil assassinated. peasants killed.

(4=}
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Sth Sunday of Ordinary Time

Isaiah 6 1-2a.3-8
1 Cor 151-11
Luke 5:1-11

1977: The Somozista Guard destroys the
contemplative community of Solentiname,
involved in the transformation of Nicaragua.

1988: Francisco Domingo Ramos, union leader in
Pancas, Brasil assassinated on an order
from the rich landowners.

March
MT WT
1 2

9

6 71 8
13 14 15 16 ,"
021 2 23 :

27 28 29 %




day

éon 1:20 - 2:4a

sday

Gen 2:4b-9,15-17

PauMk Gon 1:1-19

Mark 6:53-56 Mark 7:14-23 Mark 7:14-23
1992: Sergio Méndez Arceo, Bishop of 1974: indepench of Grenada. National 1712: Rebellion of slaves in New York, U.S.A.
C triach of solidartty celebration.

1990: Raynal Saenz, priest, Peru
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taegennagas

The ten demands of Chiapas: land, work,  Chiapas has awakened the national con-  The concem to unite exists throughout Latn
housing, health care, education, democracy,  science, the govemment, the citizens, the ~ America.

justice, freedom, sovereignty and peace. political parties and their candidates. First Mexican Indigenous Congress in San
- Carlos Fuentes Cristobal de las Casas, October 1974
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9

Gen2:18-25
Mark 7:24:30

1944: Birth of the Afro ri poet and
Alice Walker

1977: Agustin Goiburu, doctor, Paraguay

1985: Felips Balam Tomas, missionary,
Guatemala

19886:

Scholastica

Gen 3:1-8
Mark 7:31-37
Alberto Koenigsknect, bishop of Juli, Peru
dies in a suspiclous accident after having
received death threats because of his option
for the poor.

Saturday
Owr Lady of Lowrdes Gen 3:9-24

Mark 8:1-10

1890: After 27 yaars in prison, Neison Mandela,
the greatest exampie of the black resistance
to apartheid, is released.

( Intemational Day of the Sick D]

6th Cunday of Ordinaty Time

Jer 17:5-8
I Cor 15.12.16-20
Eulaha Luke 6 17.20-

1541: Pedro de Valdivia founds Santiago de Chile.

1542: Orellana arrives at the Amazon.

1545: The conquistadors arnrive at the Potosl silver
mines where 8 million native indigenous
peopie eventually die.

1809; Ab Uincoln is bom.

1817: San Martin overthrows the royalist forces in
Chacabuco
1818: Independence of Chile

(9=)
[
=
(=]
|
oF e




13 Monday 14 ‘l‘uesday 15Wednesday

Gen 4:1-1525 Gen 6:5-8, 7:1-5,10 Gen 8:6-13,20-22

ALt

Mark 8:11-13 Mark 8:14-21 Mark 8:22-26
1882 James Miller, a North American religious ( Friendship Day ) 1600: José de Acosta, missionary, historian and
brother, martyr of the Guatemalan and defender of the indigenous culture, c
indigenous church. Peru. I
1966: Camilio Torres, priest and martyr for the C
peoples' struggle for freed Colombi: I
1976: Francisco Soares, parish priest and martyr C
of the Argentian people. I
1881: Juan Alonso Hemandez, priest and martyr of (.
the people of Guatemala, I
o
o
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A christian is above all a free individual and is no-an€’s subject; a christian is servant to all things and a subject to everyone. A christian
should do everything without expecting a reward, anly to help God. The entire church as well as each christian has the duty to repent every
day. - Martin Luther
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Mark 8:27-33
1981: Albino Amavilla, campesino leader and
catachist, killed by the army, martyr of the
Paraguayan psople.

4@ Thursday 47 Friday |

y

Mark 8:34-39
1988: Official opening of the Brasilian Brotherhood
Campaign, which adopted the theme of the
Black people for the first ime. Rtis a victory
for blacks.

Saturday

Heb 11:1-7
Martin Luther Mark 9:1-12
1519: Heman Cortés leaves Cuba to conquer

Mexico.
1546: Martin Luther dies in Germany.

(4=}
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7th Sunday of Ordinary Time

t Sam 26 2.7-9.12-13.22.23
1 Cor 15 45-49
627-38
590.

1 v de Sahag issionary in
Mexico, protector of our people's culture.

1980: Students occupy the State University of
Te traditionally Afro- i to
o d equal i T
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1524: "On day 1-Ganel the Quichés were
destroyed by the men of Castile” according
to the Solola memorial

1974: Domingo Lain, priest and martyr of the
fr struggles, Colombl

1974: The black brasilian poet, Solano Trinidad

: dies.

1978: In Colombia. Decree 1142 orders that the
mother tongue and culture of the Indig

Ecel 1:1-16 i
Mark 9:13-28

1934: Augusto C. Sandino, popular leader of

4

gua is d by S
1665: Mal X, the Af ican fi

leader is assassinated in the U.S.A.

1 Poter 5:14
Matt 16:13-19

1910: Marine intervention in Nicaragua.

1978: Independence of St. Lucia. Public holiday.

1990: Campesinos, martyrs of iquicha, Peru.

peoples be acknowiedged.

Oscar Romero, Mar. 11, 1979

If our archdiocese has become a conflictive diocese there isno doubt: it is because of the desire to be true to this new evangelization, which
the Secand Vatican Council and the meetings of the latin american bishops insist be a very committed, fearless evangelization.
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Bartholomew Eccl 5:1-10

y

2 Eccl 8:5-17

Matthais

Ziegenbalg Mark 9:40-48 Mark 10:1-12
1535: Fray Tomas of Berlanga amives at the 1821: iguala Plan. Proclamation of Mexico's
Galapagos islands. independence.
1970: independence of Guyana. Public holiday. 1820: Nancy Astor, the first woman to be elected
to parliament, makes her first speech in
London.

x Saturday
5 Eccl 17:1-13
Isabel Fedde Mark 10:13-16
1778: José de San Martin is bom.

1980: Military coup in Surinam

1982: Tucapel Jiménez, 60 years old, martyr of the
chilean union struggles.

1987: Indigenous leader, Cainconé, from the
Pilaga community of Formoas (Argentina),
is assassinated

fiuenJgay

8th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Eccl 275

P Cor 155
Luke 6 39-4

1550: Antonio de Valdivi bishop of Nicarag
martyr for defending the indigenous People.

1885: The European powers, at a meeting in
Beriin, divide the African continent among
themselves.

1985: Jimmie Lee Jackson, a biack civil rights
activist is beatsn to death by police.
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27 Monday 28 Tuesday 4 Wednesday

Eccl 17:20-28
Mark 10:17-27 Mark 10:28-31 Joel 2:12-18 _
1844: The Dominican Republic gains its 1924: The U.S. Marines land in Honduras and Jorge Herbert 2 Cor 5:20 - 6:2 -
independence from Hait. Public holiday. occupy Tegucigalpa. Matt 6:1-8,16-18
1989: Teresita Ramirez, a nun of the Compania de  1739: In Jamaica a peace treaty with 15 points is
Maria order is assassinated in Cristales, signed between the siaves and the whites.
Colombla. 1959: CLAR, the Latin American Religious
1889: Miguel Angel Benitez, priest, Colombla. Confederation is bomn.
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In March 1993, the agricultural ministers of the European Economic Community (including Spain and Portugal) decided to impose a
banana export quota on Latin America of 2 million tons per year with a tariff of 20% and, to punish each extra tan, an exorbitant tax of
170%. This measure meant an annual loss of a thousand million dollars for the Latin American countries that produce bananas.
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15 years on: Archbishop Romero

- Maria Lopez Vigil (author of the book “Parts of a portrait of
Archbishop Romero”.)

He could be preaching in meetings or gather-
ings, a red skullcap on his head, a cardinal of the
Holy Catholic Church.

Given his unswervingly orthodox path he could
have counted on almost all the votes required to
have been rewarded with this position.

Instead, shot in the heart, he
is buried in the basement of a
dilapidated cathedral in a poor
country of Central America, in
the forgotten South.

There are only a few human
beings who make such a dra-
matic change in their course of
life when they are old. It is
younger people who are more
ready for the adventure of ex-
changing security for danger.
Old people do not change.
That’s a fact of life.

A law of history states that
the more power figures of au-
thority have, the more distant from people they
become. Their hearts grow insensitive.

These statements do not hold true for Oscar
Amulfo Romero - the best known Salvadoran min-
ister, martyr and saint of our Latin America. Not
only was he “converted” at the age of 60 but he
also occupied the highest position of the Church in
his country as he drew closer to people and to what
was actually happening,

Having reached the top of the ecclesiastical hi-

erarchy he came to understand that only by reach-
ing toward the earth could he rise further. And this
was the direction in which he moved. At the elev-
enth hour he chose to open himself up to compas-
sion, to the point of risking his own life - a life he
lost. This doesn’t happen to many.

From an early age, he
warted to be a priest even when
he was a carpenter’s appren-
tice. He helped his father who
was a telegraphist and loved
playing the flute and sneaking
under the circus tent when it
came to town. He was bom on
August 15th, 1917, the second
of eight brothers in Ciudad
Barnios, San Miguel, El Sal-
vador. At 13 he entered the
seminary and at 26 he was or-
dained as a priest.

For 23 years (1944-67) he
was the parish priest in San
Miguel, working a dedicated
24 hours a day with inimitable
tenacity in his pastoral work which included
masses, long lines for confessions, saying the ro-
sary, novenas, giving catechism classes, cofradias
and religious classes in catholic colleges. He was
a good friend to both the rich and the poor, want-
ing to be the minister to both the lambs and the
wolves. He took alms from the rich to give to the
poor; this was how he helped the poor solve their
problems and the rich ease their conscience.

For 7 years (1967-74) he was the assistant
bishop of San Salvador. During the intense and



glorious days of Medellin,*

Bishop Romero, with his usual tenacity, acted
like a mini-inquisitor towards the more progres-
sive and committed priests participating in the con-
tradictory struggles of a country in turmoil. He
acted the same way toward the base communities
which were undertaking new forms of evangelisa-
tion and soctal commitment. This became ever more
of a problem for the Church of San Salvador, one
of the most progressive in the Americas, in one of
the most conflict-ridden countries in the continent
— El Salvador; the smallest and most densely
populated, where the “14 Families” owned every-
thing, It was the country that in 1932 had witnessed
the massacre of 40,000 peasants in one week and
where those responsible for that massacre, years
later, published the following statement in the news-
papers: “We killed 40,000 and we had 40 years of
peace. If we’d killed 80,000 we would have had
80 years.”

Thanks to his role as inquisitor, Romero was
named Bishop of Santiago de Maria. He lived in
this rich cotton and coffee-producing region for 3
years (1974-77). Although he continued to be very
friendly with the rich landowners, it was here that
he began to be catechized by reality - by the lives
of the wretched day labourers who picked coffee
in the rich people’s estates, and by those of the
poor who had become delegates of the word,
preaching the good news of the gospel to their com-
panions living in abject poverty.

Thanks to his years of striving to be a neutral
and exemplary priest, the military and the oligar-
chy proposed him to the Vatican as the new Arch-
bishop of San Salvador in 1977. It was at a time
when the country was experiencing its deepest cri-
sis (one that would result in civil war 4 years later)
with the mass awakening of the poor who demanded
democracy, justice and life. The criminal
intransigency of the rich denied them this. The
country was in turmoil and the rich put their trust

"+, in Romero to extinguish the fire of the poor.
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Fifteen days after being named Archbishop, one
of the most obvious election frauds in El Salva-
dor, in favor of the military party, took place. It
was followed by a massacre, in the centre of San
Salvador, of people demonstrating against this. The
small fire became a large one. One month later, in
Aguilares, paramilitary forces, working for the
landowners, assassinated the Jesuit, Rutilio
Grande, the most respected of the Salvadoran
priests at the time. Overcome by the rising tide,
Archbishop Romero, between March 12th (the
assassination of Rutilio) and the 20th (the open-
air mass that Archbishop Romero celebrated in his
memory, attended by 100,000 people) underwent
a real “roadto Damascus”** experience. From that
moment on he was a changed man, never again to
be a shy priest obsessed with laws and institutions.
From then on his tenacity led him to serve the Holy
Spirit and his people.

During the 3 years he spent as the head of the
archdiocese of San Salvador the prophetic person-
ality of Archbishop Romero was bom, grew and
developed. It was a time of increasing grassroots
organisation and, as a consequence, of cruel gov-
ernment repression against the people and more
specifically against members and institutions of the
Church. No Church in Latin America has a more
extensive and lengthy record of martyrdom than
the Salvadoran in those years.

The homilies that Archbishop Romero used to
give Sunday after Sunday in the cathedral soon
became the most free, accurate and reliable mes-
sages in the country. Both within El Salvador and
beyond, the stature of the Archbishop grew and
his homilies transformed him into the spokesper-
son of the Salvadoran people in their struggle.
Thanks to him, the eyes of the world and the soli-
darity of many hearts were drawn to El Salvador
as never before.

The homilies were lengthy, up to 2 hours or
more and the content was strongly theological.
They are a permanent catechism. They are also a
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“ weekly newspaper.” Nothing escaped his pasto-
ral assessment: no national event, no hint of vio-
lence or flicker of hope. Every week people
crowded into the cathedral of San Salvador to hear
him. His message nourished their collective hope.

It was both what he said and his presence. He
never tired of visiting the communities and celebrat-
ing confirmations and masses. He was a public
and pnivate advisor to grassroots leaders and po-
litical personalities, a mediator in strikes and in
the frequent conflicts of those years. Archbishop
Romero seemed to have the ability to be every-
where at the same time.

His change and his increasing commitment and
leadership became more and more intolerable to
the system. Slander campaigns, the assassination
of his priests, threats, ecclesiastical pressure; they
tried everything. However, once he laid his hand
to the plow, he never looked back. From January
1980 on, when the political formula of the mili-
tary junta that had taken power a few months ear-
lier had failed, his name was the first on the death
squads’ list.

Archbishop Romero never watched out for his
own personal security and right up until the end he
laid his cards on the table. He was fully aware that
they wanted to kill him, and he did not want to die.
“I have never loved life so much; 1 want a little
more time; I don’t have the calling to be a martyr,”
he told a friend in the last weeks of his life.

On Sunday March 23rd he met with his people
for the last time in the cathedral; when the homily
was over he made a passionate and historic appeal
to the soldiers and the police not to shoot their fel-
low brothers and sisters and to disobey orders given
by officials to kill.

On the following day, March 24th, 1980, as
the afternoon was drawing to a close, he was fin-
ishing the homily in a mass for a deceased woman
in the chapel of the hospital for cancer patients, in

front of a handful of faithful, when his time came.
A gunman working for Roberto D’ Abuisson, the
founder of the ARENA party, shot him with a bul-
let that pierced his heart. He fell at the foot of the
altar, but on the side of life.

The people picked up his body and wept as if
they were weeping for their father and mother. This
feeling of having been orphaned filled the eight days
of official mourning that followed. On Palm Sun-
day, Salvadorans bid him farewell at a jam-packed
mass which was interrupted by shots and bombs,
fired, as planned, by secunty forces positioned
around the main square. 40 people were killed and
hundreds were injured.

With his assassination, which is still unpun-
ished, the dykes were broken and all semblance of
respect and compassion was washed away. In the
tragic year of 1980 the shepherd was wounded and
the sheep scattered. Torrents of blood, unjustly
spilled, drenched the four comers of the country.
The following year saw the beginning of a war
that was to last 12 long years.

The blood of Oscar Romero, mingled forever
with that of the people whom he loved and served,
continues to bear fruit. On March 1st, 1992, when
the war in El Salvador had ended, there, hanging
from the top of the cathedral, was a huge banner
which looked down over the huge crowd that was
celebrating the first day of peace and freedom. It
said, “Archbishop, today you are resurrected in

your people.”

* days of Medellin. The Roman Catholic bishops of Latin
America met at Medellin, Colombia in 1968. This confer-
ence is noted for its approbation of liberation theology and
the bishops ' decision that the Latin American Church should
take on the "option for the poor”.

** Road to Damascus. The future apostle Paul, while
persecuting Christians, was riding to Damascus when he
was struck from his horse and blinded. A voice, heard only
by Paul, asked why he was persecuting him. This event led
to an abrupt change in Paulks life.



Hollows of the landscape, depths of the
soul. Zumbi smokes his pipe, his gaze lost in
the high red rocks - their open grottos like
wounds.He does not see that the day is dawn-
ing with the light of enmity. He does not see
the flocks of terrified birds in flight.

He does not see the traitor coming,. He sees
Comrade Antonio Soares arriving, and he
rises and embraces him. Soares stabs him sev-
eral times in the back with a dagger.

The soldiers stick the head on the point of
a lance and take it to Recife, so that it will rot
in the plaza and the slaves will learn that
Zumbi was not immortal.

Now the breath of life has left Palmares.
This oasis of liberty in colontal America had
lasted for a century and had withstood more
than forty invasions. The wind has carried

away the ashes of the Blacks of Maca¢os and
Subupira, Dambrabanga

and Obenga, Tabocas, and: Aratirene. For
the conquerors, Palmares” century is condensed
into the moment when the dagger thrusts ended
Zumbi’s life. Night will fall and nothing will
remain beneath the cold stars. But what can a
night’s vigil tell us compared with the knowl-
edge embodied in dreams?

Those who were conquered dream of
Zumbi, and their dreams tell them that as long
as one man is the owner of another man
Zumbi’s ghost will walk these lands. He will
limp as he goes, because Zumbi was lame from
a bullet wound. Limping, he will travel up and
down the years, and he will fight in these palm
jungles and in every part of Brazil. Zumbi will
be the name of the leaders of the continual
Black rebellions.
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Simplicio
John & Charies Wesiey

Deut 30:15-20
Luke 9:22-25

Emeterio, Caledonio, Marino  Matt 8:14-15
1982: Hipdlito Cervantes Arceo, Mexican priest,
martyred for being in solidarity with the
Guatemalan people.
1982: Emiliano Pérez Obando, Delegate of the
Word and a District Judge, martyred in the
Nicaraguan revoiution.

isaish 58:16a

Casimir

Luke 5:27-32

1962: The Unitsd States begins operating a

nuclear reactor in the Antarctic

1990: Nahaman Carmona, street child, dies of

wounds inflicted by the police i
City.
1992: failed coup d'etat in Venezuela

in Guatemala

Deut 26°4-10

Rom 8-13

5 st Sunday of Lent
Adrian Luke 4°1-13

n
21

I
2
9

16
23
30

Isalah 58:0b-14
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_ Tuesday

Perpetua and Felicity Isaiah 55:10-11

Thomas of Aquinas Matt 6:7-15

202: Perpetua and Felicity, laity in Northem Africa,
are martyred.

1524: The kings Ahpop and Ahpop Qamahay are
bumed to death by Pedro de Alvarado.
(Memorial of Solola. Annals of the
Cakchiquels) Guatemala.

y

Lev 18:1-2,11-18

Matt 25:3146

1854: Aboittion of siavery in Ecuador.

“ J ' i
ednesday
Jonah 3:1-10

John of God Luke 11:28-32

intemational Women's Day. Established in 1910.
This was the date chosen because on this date
in 1857 when many women confectionary
workers were killed in New York when they
demanded better working concitions and the
right to vote

1989: A number of peopled killed in popular
in Ve I

pr

drc

Woman! You are the devil's doorway. You have led into error those whom the
same evil would not attack from the front. It is your fault that the Son of Man
had to die. Cover your head and dopenance. - Tertulian (160-230)

Amang all the savage beaststhere isnot ane as dangerous .
as the woman.

- John Chrysostom (344-407)
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9 Thur

sday

Esther 14:1,3-6,12-14

Dominic Savio

Matt 7:.7-12

100.

yo

Ez 18:21-28
Matt 5:20-26

Saturday
1 Deut 26:16-19
Constantine, Vincert, Matt 5:43-48
1814: The Panama Canal is opened.
1990: Patricio Ayiwin becomes president of Chile,
ending the d Pinoch

2nd Sunday of Lent

en 155-12.17-18
Phi 31

Luke 9 3]

Innocent Gregory

1977: Rutilio Grande, parish priest, Manuel and
Nelson, peasants, are martyred in El
Salvador.




Rodrigo, Solomon, Eulogius
1958: José Antonio Echeverria, student and

. Tuesday

1549: The black Franciscan saint, San Antonio de

isaiah 1:10, 16-20
Mathilda Matt 23:1-12

1 5 Wednesday

Jer 13:18-20
Luisa de Marillac Matt 20:17-28
Colombus retums to Spain after his first

March

very heart of God. Oscar Romero, March 16, 1980.

Catholic Action activist, is marytered in the Cathegerod, dies. voyage.
fight by the Cuban people to overthrow the 1905: U.S. Marines ammive in Honduras, T A § Zatt, Salesian, the "d. d saint
1933: The Afrcamerican composer, Quincy Jones, of P ia", dies in Argent
1983: Marianela Garcla, a lawyer of the poor, is bom. The Alliance for Progress is formed.
ss of the Salvedoran Ariel da, a Colombi issd yis
( killed by guerillas in Mozambique. He had
1990: Maria Mejia, pe: been closely linked with the poor in his
homeland.
The poor and the oppressed, besides being human, are divine........ The blood, the death of the poor is more than a political act. It touches the
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1 Jer 17:5-10 Gon 37:3-4,12-13a,17b-28
ymund Luke 16:18-31 Patrick Matt 21:3343,45-46 Cyril of Jerusalem  Luke 15:1-3,11-32

@ Thursday 47 ' Friday 1

1830: Benkos Bicho, leader and Negro hero in the  1973: Alexander Vanucchi, student and christian 1807: The U.S. marines land in Honduras.
fight for liberty in Colombia. activist, is assassinated by the police in 1981: Presentacic Ponce, Delegate of the Word,
Brazil. and jons are din Ni

P 3 g

1982: Jacobus Andreas Koster, "Koos", and fellow
reporters are martyred for the truth in E1

Salvador.

3rd Cunday of Lent

Ex 3 1-8a. 13-15

1 Cor 10:16,10-12

Joseph Luke 13:1-9

1849: Quemado's Revolution (Espirito Santo,
Brazil) More than 200 blacks organize to
proclaim the liberation of siaves.

19880: The first ting of Afre i P |

in Buenaventura, Colombia.
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; 1 'l‘uesday 22 Wednesday

2 Kings 5:1-15a Dan 3:25,34-43 Deut 4:1,5.9

Seraplon Luke 4:24-30 Philomena, Nicholas Matt 18:21-35 Jonathan Edwards Matt 5:17-18
1838:; The governor of Sergipe, Brazil, refuses to World Forests Day. 1873: the abolition of slavery in Puerto Rico.
allow “the africans” to attend school. 1808: Benito Judirez is bom. 1980: Luis Espinol, priest and joumalist, is
1875: Carlos Dormiak, a Salesian mni is marytsred in Bolivia
din A he was

educationing paopl- to be free.

1977: Rodolfo Aquilar, a 29-year old parish priest,
is martyred in Mexico.

Day against Discrimination.

Embllshod by the United Nations to
commemorate the victims of the 1860

Sharpesvill in South Africa M\lch
occuod when the blacks were fight

the obligation to camry passes.

drc

The word rematns. This is the great cansolation of preaching My voice  In the name of God, then, and in the name of this suffering peo-
. will disappear, but my words which are Christ's will remain in thehearts  ple whose cries rise up to heaven more loudly every day, I ask
of those who welcome them. you, I beg you, I order you: Stop the repression.

Oscar Romero, Dec. 17,1978 Oscar Romero, March 23, 1980.
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Jer 7:23-28
Luke 11:14-23
1606: Toribio de Mogrovejo, archbishop of Lima,

pastor of the incas, propet in the colonial
Church.

1976: Maria del Carmen Maggi, university
professor, dean of the Faculty of Humanities
at the Catholic University of Mar del Plata, is
martyred in Argentina.

day Saturday

Hosea 14:2-10 Feast of the Annunciation

Catherine of Sweden Mark 12:28-34 Isaiah 7:10-14

1918: Canadian women obtain the right to vots, Heb 10:4-10

1980: Oscar Amulfo Romero, "St. Romero of the tuke 1:26-38
Americas”, p of San Salvad 1614: Anglican clergy arrive in Argentina.

prophet -n'd martyr.

4th Sunday of Lent

Joshua 5.9a.10-12
2Cor 5:17-21

Luke 15°1-3

World Theatre Day
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27 Monday

1502: Colombus arrives in Cariari, Costa Rica

| L 28 Tuesd;y

Isaiah 65:17-21
Rupert John 4:43-45

9 Wednesday

Beatriz de Silva Isaiah 49:8-15

Juan Nielson Hauge  John 5:17-30

1867: Petroleum is found for the first ime in the
equitorial Amazon.

Ez 47:1-9,12
Sixtus John 5:13a,5-16
1750: Francisco de Miranda is bom in Caracas.
1988: In Brazil, 14 indigenous Tikunas were killed
and 23 injured by the lumber baron Oscar
Castelo Branco and some 20 gunmen
acting under his orders. The bodies were

thrown into the Solimoes river. The
community was awalting the retum of two

of s leaders who had gone seeking
protection of the govemment b of the

threats it had received.

dr'C

_isaccidental. - L. Boff

Many are ready to accept Christianity, but ~ We have leamed to be suspicious of and to
not necessarily the westem version, which  mismask the westem understanding of what

itistob_ehuman. - J. Sobrino.
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3(Q Thursday 34 Friday _

Friday day

Jor 11:18-20
Juan Climaco, Pedro Regalado  John 5:31-47 John Donne John 7:1-2,10,25-30 Hugo John 7:40-53
1870: Afroamerican men win the right to vote in 1767: Expulsion of the Jesuits from Latinamerica.
the United States. 1866: Eruption of war between Spain, on one side,
1985; José Manue| Parada, sociologist in the and Chile, Bolivia and Peru, on the other.
Vicary of Solitarity. Santiago Natino, art 1987: Roseli Comrea da Silva, farmer, in Natalino,
student. Manue! Guerrero, labor leader. Brazil.
Santiago, Chile.

Sth Sunday of Lent

Isalah 43:16-21

Phi 3.3-14

Fiancisco de Paula John & 1-11

la

E

[N}

BCwn~g
AN -]

2RSS wem
=N

N

25




Ecology

To Formulate the Question

1 Ecology Presupposes a Vision of the World

The question of ecology is one that is more than
purely technical (how to protect the “biosphere and
nature” in general) or only socio-economic or po-
litical. Although it is all of these, on a more pro-
found level it is a question of culture, of a concep-
tion of the world and a way of behaving in relation
to things. Specifically, it is about a culture of life
(as seen in Hinduism, in native American cultures,
in Francis of Assisi and Albert Schweitzer, and
perhaps also in Afnican cultures.)

Ecology thus presupposes a truly ontological
philosophy of life, and especially a sensitivity to
the natural world, affirming life in all its aspects.
It goes beyond the nihilism, the lack of feeling for
life and for the sense of life which is the final re-
sult of Western rationalism (Nietzsche). Under-
stood in this way, the ecologjcal question embraces
ethics (ecological justice, “all hving things deserve
to live”) and religion (spintuality with an ethical
dimension) and the ways of worshipping life. It
might be said that only within a religious perspec-
tive can full account be taken of the question of
life and of its corollary, the question of death (death
which forms part of life rather than being its op-
posite.) Nevertheless, it would be an exaggeration
to take ecologism as a new religion, (vitalist, natu-
ralist, or of a neo-pantheist sort) having at its cen-
tre the reality of nature or of life (ecocentrism.)

2) The Anthropocentric Principle in Ecology

Anthropological de-centring is undoubtedly tak-
ing the place of the anthropocentrism of domina-
tion, which sees the place of the human being in
the world as that of despot, “lord and master of
nature” (Descartes). But it is possible to envisage

a new anthropocentrism, one of communion, fol-
lowing Genesis 2, in which humans appear as stew-
ards of the natural world and in consequence as
servants of life.

Living beings are not all of equal value. A hier-
archy of life exists. The life of the spirit represents
“the arrow of evolution” (Teilhard). But should
not the biblical saying “the greatest is the one who
serves” also be taken into account?

We serve life or we make a servant of life. Per-
haps both of these are valid.

3) Ecology and the Social System

To introduce the question of ecology without
seeing its social context is to go no further than
environmentalism or conservationism. We need to
raise the question of the social system and particu-
larly “the control of the means of production,”
which, from an ecological standpoint, can also be
the chief “means of destruction.” “Social ecology”
is therefore necessary and an economic
(infrastructural) approach to ecology is indispen-
sable. This is a point that is rarely illuminated.
Nevertheless, it is the owners of the major means
of production who are potentially the chief agents
of pollution.

Through “the logic of its system,” capitalism
is by definition a way of production which lays
waste to human nature and to universal Nature.
The capitalist socioeconomic system is one which
ecology must necessarily call into question. A
policy of an “eco-capitalist” sort is incapable of
solving the ecological problem (from the point of
view of social structures). This does not mean that
we cannot gjve strategic support to particular meas-
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ures taken by a capitalist state (regarding defor-
estation, laws against pollution, etc.) or even that
it is not incumbent upon us to do so.

Only in a social system characterised by “eco-
nomic democracy” (socialism) can the ecological
problem, insofar as it is one that involves social
structure, be solved. We say “can”
be solved but not necessarily that it
will be solved, since doing so in-
volves more than merely having a
socialist economy; what is needed is
a culture of life. Furthermore, it is
apparent that the so-called socialist
countries have not succeeded in solv-
ing the ecological problem. Ecology
has indeed a social dimension, but it
goes further. In this sense, we can
speak of “ecosocialism” (socialism
with an ecological dimension) or,
perhaps, better still, of “social
ecologism” (ecology with a socialist
dimension).

4) Ecology Starting From the Poor

The correct approach for dealing,
with the social problem of ecology
is to start from the poor, since it is in
them that life in its highest expres-
sion (human, moral, and spiritual)
finds itself most threatened. Having
fewer means of defending them-
selves, the poor, rather than being re-
sponsible for pollution, are the vic-
tims of ecological disasters. This
approach is important when we con-
sider the “hierarchy of life,” since it
permits us to criticize the romantic
environmentalism which struggles on
behalf of butterflies and trees while
ignoring the huge majority of impov-
erished human beings (a mindset that
is very prevalent in liberal and capi-
talist circles). The poor, nevertheless,

still stand 1n need of ecological education; educa-
tion from the viewpoint of cultural sensitivity as
much as from that of environmentally sound tech-
nology and practice. Perhaps the poor, in that they
are the principal victims of environmental destruc-
tion, can even come to play a major role in the
field of ecology.




Nunca Mas ~ Never Again

Impunity is an important word through much of Latin America, especially in those countries
which have experienced repression. It refers to either official or tacit agreements not to charge or
punish those thought to be guilty of human rights violations. In El Salvador, the Truth Commission
listed a large number of people, most of whom were connected with the military, as being guilty of
human rights violations. Within a few days of its report, then president Cristiani granted an amnesty
to all. It was equivalent to stating that these serious violations never existed. In Guatemala the ques-
tion of impunity is on the table right now. The following article tells us how people in the Southern
part of South America are dealing with this question. The Editors.

Between 1984 and 1990 when countries that
today make up the Mercosur* were eamnestly
trying to recovery democracy, they were shaken
by the publication first in Argentina (1984), then
in Brazil (1985), Uruguay (1989), and Paraguay
(1990) of a series of reports which, from differ-
ent perspectives of study and research, brought
to light a mass of documents and testimonies
proving the state violations of human rights that
had occurred at the hand of the military, par-
ticularly in the 1970s, constituted the violation
of human rights in a form that was “organic to
state repression by the armed forces”. This sys-
tematic and totalitarian nature of the crimes gave
the torturers such a high profile that, even to-
day, many still wonder what kind of involve-
ment “those who disappeared” and those who
have been presented as victims actually had.

Besides conveying the shared view that violence
breeds violence, these books fumish ample evidence
that behind the doctrine of “national security” there
exists a regressive ideology that ignores the 1948
Universal Declaration of Human Rights that was
an achievement of consensus for all humanity.

Hence the title, Never Again! urging the popu-
lation to get fully involved in all areas of civil so-
ciety to ensure that it seriously assume its respon-

sibility in those areas of which the Latin American
bishops spoke, at the Puebla Conference (1979,
when dictatorships were in power all over Latin
America) when they said that “...every man and
every woman, no matter how insignificant they
seem, has an inviolable nobility which they them-
selves and others must respect unconditionally”.

The common denominator of these books is that
they are informative documents but each was pre-
pared by different commissions which had access
to diverse sources.

As a result of military pressures, the democratic
govermnments of the four countries have been forced
to accept, in some form or other, a system of im-
punity for those who committed these crimes
against humanity. For that reason these books are
a valuable legacy that we must pass on to our chil-
dren so that they may better comprehend all that
still remains to be doneto achieve true democracy;
democracy for all - far from fear and vengeance
because it is based on truth and justice.

Argentina
In Argentina, the recently installed demo-

cratic government set up a National Commis-
sion on the Disappeared (CONADEP), not to
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try the cases for they are under the jurisdiction
of the constitutional judges, but to investigate
what happened to the disappeared during those
ill-fated years. The Commuission, made up of
people both well-known and well-respected in
Argentina, noted in its prologue, “It is with sad-
ness and pain that we have carried out the mis-
sion that was entrusted to us by the Constitu-
tional President of the Republic. Our job was
very arduous as we had to piece together a hor-
rible puzzle from scanty evidence as all traces
had been deliberately erased, all documentation
burned and buildings even demolished. We had
to rely on the testimony of family members,
those who had managed to escape the inferno,
and even on the confessions of the

perpetrators of the
repression, who
came to us for ob-
scure reasons.

In the course of our in-
vestigations we were in-
sulted and threatened by
those who, unrepentant,
clung to the oft-repeated
reasons justifying the ‘dirty
war’: that it was waged to save
the Fatherland and preserve its
Christian and Western values. They
accused us of not being ready to accept national
reconciliation, of rekindling the flames of hate
and resentment and of standing in the way of
forgetting ...”

The successive editions, its translation into
a number of languages, the fact that it inspired
similar reports in other countries demonstrate
that this difficult work was not done in vain. As
the authors had to do, many others - myself in-
cluded - have to overcome much resistance to
be able to read books such as these for it seems
easier to have faith in humanity by ignoring such
horrors.

Nunca Mas. Informe de la Comision
Nacional sobre la desaparicion de personas.
Editorial University de Buenos Aires 1984,

Brazil

The Brazilian book was put out by the Catho-
lic Archdiocese of Sao Paulo. Cardinal D. Paulo
Evaristo Arns underlines the humanizing and
evangelical purposes for analyzing and classi-
fying the crimes of this period. The book begins
with his own testimony of the many years spent
with people who saw their loved ones disap-
peared. He points out that no one on earth could
ever describe the pain of losing someone this
way. “For the wife and
mother there was dark-

ness over all the land, as at
the death of Jesus. “The
book doesn’t pretend to be a
mere denunciation but rather
a testimony and
a call to one and
all to re-examine
our true identity
through the disfigured
faces of the tortured
and their torturers.

The publication
summarizes a 5,000 - page study carried out by
specialists who had at their disposal nearly all
the political procedures carried out by the Bra-
zilian Military Justice between 1964 and March
1979. What is of the greatest impact are the tes-
timonies given with absolute conviction by the
torturers themselves about their own actions.

Nowhere is this more eloquently expressed
than in the author’s commentary in the book’s
preface “... if torturers are conscious agents of
their degrading acts, there must be other moti-
vating factors that bring them to behave in this
manner ...” Invariably, the motive is obedience
to some tyrant, or “national security”. Seeking



rapid economic development, the military regime
assumed exceptional powers and overrode the
constitutional rights of citizens. These excep-
tional measures entailed hardship for the popu-
lation. It was precisely those who raised their
voices or who acted in favour of the poor and
oppressed who suffered torture and death. As
Christians, we believe that the only true national
security is brought about by facilitating the com-
plete and trusting participation of people in the
life of their country.

Un relato para la Historia, Brazil: Nunca mas.
Editora Vozes, Petropolis, 1985)

Uruguay

The Service for Peace and Justice (SERPAJ)
of Uruguay sponsored the publication of Never
Again (Nunca mas). It deals with an investiga-
tion by a team of lawyers, doctors and human
rights specialists based on documented testimo-
nies of human rights violations and the testimo-
nies made before military courts. To ensure
greater objectivity to the treatment of the sub-
ject, a committee of inquiry was set up to con-
duct a scientific investigation of “The Extended
Prison: The Side of the Detained”.

The tradition of civilian government in Uru-
guayan society, in which a military coup was
thought unthinkable, motivated the authors to
study 3 periods that correspond to the birth, the
strengthening and the end of military totalitan-
anism; the first looked at the years 1966-72
during which time a civilian government, legiti-
mately elected, ostensibly intending to bring
about order in a society overwhelmed by crisis
and subversion, injudiciously decreed that un-
constitutional measures would be taken in ex-
ceptional cases, unwittingly allowing authoni-
tarianism to start permeating everyday life.

The second epoch (1973-79) began when the
weakened civilian institutions left the door open
to those who already “owned” power to ignore
human dignity in the fight against subversion.
Then a “dirty war” was openly declared and the
country was occupied by its own army which
established “a  secret, progressive
repression...perfectly chosen until it had total
control ... of the population”. The country’s three
million people were classified in three catego-
nies: A, B and C, according to the degree of
danger they posed to society, in the opinion of
the “Combined Forces”. A “certificate of faith
in democracy” determined a person’s ability of
finding or losing employment, or whether s/he
could enter or leave the country, or the extent to
which their movements were monitored. When
this period reached its summit the moment ar-
rived that one had to seek permission even to
celebrate a birthday! Finally, secure because of
the terror they had instilled, the military risked
a plebiscite.

The third stage began when the people re-
Jected the proposed Constitution which would
have legitimated the military as custodians of
National Secunity. There had already been five
years of indiscriminate suffering, and interfer-
ence with people’s liberty and security which
served to sustain this “National Security”.

By calling whomever they wished “a subver-
sive”, they ended up denying that they were hu-
man beings. The book is filled with testimonies.
The disappeared were denied the right to a place
and a date. Torture was used to destroy the per-
son from within.

Francisco Bustamente {(coordinator), Uru-
guay Nunca Mas. Informe sobre la violacion a
los Derechos Humanos (1972-1985), Servicio
Paz y Justicia, Montevideo 1989.
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Paraguay

The state repression, massacres and perse-
cution during almost 35 years of dictatorship of
General Stroessner kept the Paraguayan people
paralysed through fear and powerlessness. In
such a large period of time the characteristics
of the human rights violations are varied and
terrible, and those who suffered them - those
who were courageous enough to confront the
system - were considered to be “society’s lep-
ers”, with whom no one wanted to take the risk
of speaking or meeting.

The Paraguayan “Committee of the
Churches”, one of the Christian institutions
which since the time of the dictatorship assumed
the risk of defending human rights, published
the book: La Dictadura de Stroessner y los
Derechos Humanos. Nunca mas. It tells how,
like in all totalitarian regimes, the solidarity of
the Churches, the opposition and Human Rights
organizations with the persecuted was seen as a
subversive activity. Right from its inception in
1976, the Committee was not exempt from the
harassment and repression of some of its mem-
bers. To protect the institution’s archives against
raids and the confiscation and destruction of
documents was a major task. It was necessary
to duplicate, photocopy and even microfilm
documents so that they could be placed in par-
allel archives in order to outwit the destructive
actions of the regime.

The book is organized into three time peri-
ods: “The first years of the Dictatorship”, “Two
decades of Stroessner’s Peace” and “The Road
to Collapse”. Its intention is to provide the his-
torical setting for testimonial documents - kept
in the Committee’s own archives as well as in
those of similar institutions and by individuals,
especially lawyers who had direct relations with
the victims. It aims to educate around the val-
ues of Human Rights, fundamental to a demo-
cratic ethic, and to vindicate the victims, those

who were the “lepers” so that today they will be
remembered as authentic heroes who had dared
to confront an inhuman regime and who cleared
the path for a return to democracy.

José Luis Simén G., La Dictadura de
Stroessner y los Derechos Humanos. Nunca
mas. Comité de las Iglesias, Asuncion, Para-
guay 1990.

* Mercosur - the southern part of South
America.

Forgetfulness 1

I am reading a novel by Louise Erdrich.
At 4 certain point, a great-grandfather sees
his great-grandson for the first time.

The doting great-grandfather is com-
pletely senile. (His thoughts are the colour
of water.) He smiles as blissfully as his
newborn great-grandson. The great-grand-
father is happy because he has lost the
power of memory that he had. The great-
grandson is happy because as yet he has
no memory.

There, I think, lies perfect happmess I
myself do not wish for it, v

Forgetfulness 2

Fear dries the mouth, moistens the
hands, and cripples. Fear of knowing con-
demns us to ignorance, fear of doing re-
duces us to helplessness. Military dictator-
ship, fear of listening, fear of talking,
tumned us into deafmutes. Now democracy
with its fear of remembering is infecting
us with amnesia; but you don’thave to be
Sigmund Freud to know that there isn’t rug
that could hide the dirt of our memories,
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Dan 13:1-9,15-17,18-30,33-62 Numbers 21:4-9 Dan 3:14-20
John 8:12-20 John 8:21-30 . John 8:31-42
1976: Victor Bionchenko, Protestant pastor, 1680: Formal abolltion of slavery of Indians 1818: Victory of San Martin in Maipu, which seals
Argentina 1775: The Portuguese Crown both authorizes and the independence of Chile
1992 Instiutional Coup d'Etat by Fujimor in Peru or g i bety indigenous,  1976: Juan Carlo D'Costa, worker, Paraguay
Blacks and Whites 19892: President Fujimorl dissolves Congress,
1968: Martin Luther King Jr. is assassinated in suspends the Constitution and imposes
Memphis, Tennessee martial law in Peru
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55% of couples in the developedregiansuse At least 340 million couples around the  } is estimated that there are 40 million abor-
some form of family planning; five timesas ~ world do not have access to the array of  tians worldwide each year, many of them in
many as in the sixties. modem methods for family planming, risky conditions.
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6 o Gen 17:3-9
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John Baptist de La Salle  Jer 20:10-13 Ezek 37:21-28
Alberto Durero John 8:51-59 John 10:31-42 John 11:45-56
1976: Mario Schaerer, teacher, Paraguay 563 B.C. Siddartha Buddha dies. 1977: Carlos Bustos, Argentinian priest, friend of
1979: Hugo Echegaray, priest and liberation the poor in Buenos Alres, assassinated.
theologian, totally dedicated to the poor, in World Health Day, celebratsd since 1949 by
Peru the member countries of the Worid Health Ci tion of the Hol tof the 6
Org 1o the date ( million Jews assassinated by the Nazis }
when this organization’s constitution took
effoct.

Palm Sunday

Isalah 50.4-7
Phil 26-11
Oiettich Bonhoeffer Luke 22 14 - 23 56

1620: The U.S. marines land in Guatemala to
protect American ciizens.
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sday sday

isaiah 49:1-6 Isaiah 50:4-9a
John 13:21-33,36-38 Matt 26:14-25

,OlWﬁﬂy.

Isaiah 42:1-7
Miguel Agricola John 12:1-11
1919: General Emiliano Zapata, chief of the
revolutionary campesinas in Mexico, dies in
an ambush
1985: Oscar Fuentss, student, Chile

April
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The anly thing that consoles me isthat Christ

Contrary to what the people of Morelosbe-  was also misunderstood, called a revolution-
lieve, Zapata didnot die; he lives. ary, and sentenced to die just asThavebeen.  In the beginning was the end:
- Carlos Fuentes - Oscar Romero, June 3, 1979 The Resurrection! - Pedro Casaldéliga
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Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12 Benedict Labre Gen 1:1-31, 2:1-2
Heb 4:14-16, 5:7-@ Gen 22:1-18
John 18:1 - 18:42  1981: The Bay of Pigs Ex 14:15 - 15:1
invasion. lsaiah 54:5-14
Isalah 55:1-11

Bar 3:9-15,32 - 4:4

Ezek 38:16-28

Rom 6:3-11

Luke 24:1-12

1

Acts 10 34a,3
I Cor 5Gb-3

John 20.1-9




17 lesday
Acts 2:14, 22-23 Acts 2:36-41

Matt 28:3-15 Luke 24:13-35

1803: Toussaint L'Ouverture, Haittan patriot, des in  1925: The U.S. marines land in La Ceiba,
a French prison, unattended by doctors Honduras
1880: Juana Tun, mother of Rigoberta Menchu,
and her son Patrocinio, killed in E3 Quiché,
Guatemala

I donot believe n death without the resurrection. If they kill me, I will arise in the Salvadoran people. Martyrdom is a grace which, I'believe,
is not merited. But if God accepts the sacrifice of my life, may my blood be the seed of liberty... for the liberation of my people and as a
testimony of my hope for the future. If they should kill me, I pardon and bless those who do it. A bishop will die, but the Church og God,
., which is the people, will never disappear. - Oscar Romero

»
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9(Q Thursday 94 Friday

Luke 24:36-48 John 21:1-14
1388: War between Spain and the United States. 1960: Brasilia is named the capital of Brazil
The latter invades Cuba, Puerto Rico and 1885: Pedro Albizu Campos, fighter for the
the Philippines independence of Puerto Rico
1986: William A st, Canadl ionary
priost, is killed in Honduras

99 Saturday

Acts 4:13-21
Mark 16:9-15
1500: Pedro Alvares Cabral is the first European to
land in Brazil
1510: Cortés, together with 600 soidiers, 16 horses
and & number of artiliery pieces amives in
Veracnz, Mexico
1890; Paulo and José Canuto, sons of a labor
leader, are assassinated in Brazil

C EARTH DAY )

2nd Sunday of Easter

Acts 5 12-16
Rev 19-11a.12-13,17-19
George John 20 19-31

1971: indigenous peopie in Alaska protest the
atomic bomb tests which are contaminating
the isie of Anchitks
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y ) Wednesday

Acts 422331

1 Pet 5:5b-14 Acts 15:17-26
John 3:1-8 Mark Mark 16:15-20 John 3:16-21
1965; The United States, with 40,000 soldiers, 1667: Pedro de Betancourt, franciscan, apostie to
: it in the Dominican Republi the poor in Guatemala
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Acts 6:1-7

Acts 5:3442

Acts 5:27-33
John 3:31-38 John 8:1-15 Catherine of Sienna  John 6:16-21
1977: Rodolfo Escamilla, priest, martyred in 1688: A royal decree in Portugal re-establishes 1891: Moisés Cisneros Rodriguez, a Marist priest,
Mexico slavery and a just war against the is killed in Guatemala
indigenous

nday of Easter
1-32.40b-4
Rev 5:11-14
John 21:1-19

1948: The constitution of the OAS is signed in
Bogota
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- Zapatista Quotes Upon Which all Latin

America Should Reflect

The peace that some people are now seeking has
always been war for us.
*

All the federal soldiers there are could never
cover all the roads that our misery took earlier
on and which our rebellion takes today.

*
We want peace with justice, respect, and dignity.
We will no longer live on our knees.
*

Hope lives in our hearts too.
*
Our voice began its journey centuries ago and it
will never be extinguished.
*

The use of masks to hide our face is a vaccine
against cult of personality.
*

Here we are: the always dead are dying again
but now they die to live.
*

Enough of dying useless deaths, that is why is
better to fight for change. If we die now, it will
not be with shame but with dignity, as our

ancestors did.
*

Sentenced to death by NAFTA, the comparieros
decided to take up arms as an affirmation of life,
to demand liberty and democracy.

*

The detonator in Chiapas was the lack of land.
*

We want the steps of all who walk in the truth to
be united as one. We desire a change. We are
seeking a revolution, a new life, a society with-
out so much injustice.

*

It was the people themselves who said, “let us

start now.” The people gave the order to start.
*

We have but one face and one thought. Our word
walks with the truth. We will continue to walk in
life and in death. There is no pain in death
anymore but there is hope in life. Make a choice.

*
Death has always been our fate. Now we are
deciding to control it.
%
We do not accept that our country should be sold
to foreigners.
*

We must negotiate a statute of autonomy for the
indigenous; whereby our government, our
administrative structure, is recognised by the
federal govemment and we can live side by side.

*

And the oldest of the old people say that the
wind, the rain, and the sun tell the campesino
when to plough the earth, when to sow, and
when to harvest. And they say that hope can also
be sown and harvested. And the old people say
that the wind, the rain, and the sun are talking to
the earth in a different way ... that it is time to
harvest rebellion. That is what the old people
say. The powerful listen but they don’t quite hear
because they are deafened by all the hatred
shouted into their ears by the empire.

*

Who has to ask for forgiveness and who can give
it? Is it those who, for years and years, sat at a
full table and were satiated, while death sat with
us daily so that it became one of us and we did
not fear it anymore?

*
As Indigenous people we believe and feel that we
have the competence to determine our own
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destiny. We believe that we are capable of
goveming ourselves. There is no need for some-
body to take us by the hand...
*

We need our own autonomy as an Indigenous
People; we need that identity, that dignity.
*

We expect a favourable reaction from the whole
Mexican society because of the justice of the
Cause which began this movement. They might
question the means but not the Cause. There
were many of us who bumed our bridges that
dawn on the first of January when, with masked
faces, we set out on this difficult journey. There

were a lot of us who knew that there would be no
turning back, that in the end we faced a probable
death and an improbable success. To seize

power? No, something much more difficult: a

new world.
*

For what do we have to ask forgiveness? For
what are they going to pardon us? For not dying
of hunger? For not keeping quiet in our misery?
For not accepting humbly our immense historic

burden of scomn and negligence? For having

shown the rest of the country and the whole

world that human dignity is still alive and is
found among the poorest?

Nine Historic Women of the Pafria Grande

Maria Bartola

A contemporary of the last battles of the Incas
against the conquerors, she was the first Mexican
historian. She fluently spoke and wrote the lan-
guage of her elders and Spanish.

“War had already been declared. The Spaniards
were already stepping on our land and it was we,
the women, who left everything (home, children,
the crops) to confront them. We women—moth-
ers, wives, daughters, servants, and queens of
Tenochtitlan, Texcoco, Tlacopan, Cuautitlan—we
all fought desperately against the conquerors’
unquenchable thirst for gold. Many died without
protest but with pride, and many more continued
the fight.”

It is not known how she died but that does not
matter, because the manuscripts of this joumalist
and historian of her people are still kept in Mexico,
as a testimony of the resistance to the conquest.

Azcalxochitzin (Ant’s-flower)

Her husband, Netzahualcoyotl! (fasting coyote)
was a poet and a general of his people. However,
he was more a poet than a general. For this rea-
son, Ant’s-flower, beautiful, intelligent, and more
independent than the Indians allowed their women
to be, was the one who organised the first raids
against the conquerors in the South of Mexico.

She defended the her people’s land until she
came to realize that the invaders would overcome
any resistance as long as they were mounted on
those mythological beings, horses, which until then
had been unknown in America. Then she withdrew
to meditate and discovered how to win: her people
dug holes in the earth with traps in them, covered
them with weeds, and then the conquerors on their
fiery horses fell in them and were pierced by all
the Indian arrows that were hidden there.

She died on the battlefield.
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Micaela Bastidas Puyucahua

She was the bravest and most determined Inca
to fight against the invaders. The wife of Tupac
Amaru, brilliant and brave, she became a leader
of her people and was respected by the Indian chiefs
and feared by the invaders. In 1580, when the guer-
rillas were already organizing in the country-side,
this strategist and a stateswoman made it clear to
her husband that they had to fight.

She advised him not to
allow the invaders to re-
arm themselves after
the Lima defeat but
Tupac did not lis-
ten to her, maybe
to prove that
Micaela could
not manipulate
him. As a result
his soldiers fell
at the hands of
the conqueror.

Micaela ac-
cepted her fate
with pride, “...on the
platform, she stands in

as long as it is possible. Neither my women, nor
myself will leave any part of the road uncovered.
The invaders will have to walk over our dead bod-
ies. Encourage Tupac and do not despair.” The
invaders prevailed but she died without fear, show-
ing only contempt. She neither asked for mercy
nor did she feel sorry for what had happened.

Anacaona

Anacaona (Gold flower) was
the wife of Caonab, the fierc-
est and most powerful
enemy of Columbus.
Abducted by the
soldiers, aban-
doned by the
Admiral, she
managed to es-
cape. She was
very beautiful
and wrote po-
etry that her
people sang at
their parties.

She was the
chief of her people
and gave them

such a majestic way that
is admirable...” and she in-

strength. She organized
military resistance groups

spired the women hidden in the
mountains to continue the fight which she
had begun.

Tomasa Titu Condemayta

Her great personality made her the leader of a
group of women fighters. They fought tooth and
nail to defend the bridges over which the invader
had to cross in order to besiege Tupac.

Tomasa saw that there were no more stones nor
spears with which to continue the fight. “However,”
she wrote to her friend Micaela: “I will continue

)

and defied the first Spaniards with
audacity and courage. She died in 1502.

Imataca

She was an intimate friend of Inca Roca. She
understood from the beginning that the war against
the invaders would be difficult, that only with
strong willpower, a clear understanding and tenac-
ity in battle, would they be able to challenge the
Spaniards’ military power. She organised the
women, took them away from their looms and in-
culcated in them both a love for freedom and a
respect for the land of their elders.
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She was a passionate revolutionary. She infil-
trated Spanish groups and became a priceless in-
formant. Her people loved and respected her, but
they also feared her because of her temperament,
her determination and her ability to fight. When
her people in [present-day] Venezuela were de-
feated, she went to [what became] Peru and con-
tinued her struggle.

Erendira

She was a Purépecha princess who, together
with her father Timas, a Tangzxhuan monarch,
formed a guerrilla army to resist
the conquerors.

Cristobal de Olid, the owner
of that land, sent a well equipped
army to finish off the Purépechas.
Not only were they halted but they
suffered a crushing defeat. In their
retreat, they left behind a beauti-
ful white horse. Princess Erendira
asked for it and learned to ride it
better than the Spaniards. Soon
after that her people were attacked
again. At the height of the battle
Erendira appeared on her white
horse and, with her spear, killed
any invader that crossed her path.

Erendira disappeared into the
depths of the forest from where
she continued her fight for free-
dom.

Policarpa Salavarrieta

She was born in Cartagena de
Indias, daughter of a Spaniard and
an Indian woman slave. As a child
she was treated as a slave. Thanks
to what she leamed through her elders’ stories, she
came to fully accept her Indian status and rejected
everything Spanish, putting all her efforts into the

fight for liberation.

When she was taken prisoner by the invaders,
she was told that her life would be spared if she
would go back to her Spanish family. She replied:
“The Indians fighting in the mountains for their
land are my family. I am staying with them.”

Serafina

Serafina lived with her tribe on the shores of
the River Plate. She was totally submissive to men
as was the case with all Querandi Indian women.
But this changed when
Alvar Nufiez Cabeza de
Vaca arrived. Sweet,
timid, and obedient, she
rebelled against the in-
vaders  after the
Querandies had been de-
feated and chased into the
woods.

Serafina, while lead-
ing a group of women,
was captured and impris-
oned. She won the love of
a Spanish captain and
won him over to the In-
dian cause. Each of the
Indian women that were
with her had the same
mission: to make the en-
emy fall in love with
them. That way the
women conquered the
conquerors. Then, when
Alvar Nufiez Cabeza de
Vaca, discouraged by
hunger, thirst, and the
disappointment of not
having found gold, left
the coast he discovered that his best men were liv-
ing with the Querandies and had no intention of
returning with the expedition.




 {  Monday ‘Wednesday
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St Joseph the Worker  Gen 1: 26:23 Athanasius Acts 7:51-58 Philip and James 1Cor 15:1-8
Matt 13:54-58 John 6:30-35 John 14:6-14
1980: Conrado de Ia Cruz, priest, and Hedindo 1879: Luls Alfonso Veldzquez, a 10-year old boy, is  1500: Fray Henrique de Coimbra, the first
Cifuentes, catechist, are kidnapped and martyred in Nicaragua. missionary to lay foot on Brazilian soil.
murdered in Guatemala. 1981: The Union of indigenous Nations of Brazil 1985: Sister Clousa Caroiina Coelho is
(UND is founded. inated bx of her t
Intemational Workers Day. in Chicago in 1888 to the indigenous people in the Apostolic
workers put in from 14 to 16 hours per day. Prefecture of Labrea, Brazil. Having been
180,000 stopped work seeking an 8 hour day. disappeared several days earlier, her body
They were met by force which resulted in8

was found on this date.

1991: Felipe Huerte, delegate of the Word, and
four companions, martyrs to Agrarian
Reform, in El Astillero, Honduras.

dead and 50 injured. They won the 8 hour day.

From 1982 to 1987 about 250 billion dollars left Latin America for the rich countries. This is 25 times the total value of the Alliance for
Progress and 15 times the value of the Marshall Plan. This enormous hemorrhage is part of a complicated system through which westem
banks and Latinamerican elites enrich themselves at the expense of the civilian population.




I Cirlaco Acts 8:26-40
Monica John 6:44-52

1493: The papal bull inter Caetera, through which
the Pope divides the new continent between
the Catholic Kings, is proclaimed.

1521: Pedro de Cérdoba, the first Dominican
missionary to the Americas. The author of
the first catechism in the Americas.

1547 Cristobel de Pedraza, bishop of Honduras,
“Father of the indlans”.

 Saturday

John 6:61-70
1887: Rubén Dario Vallejo, priest, Colombla.

5 Maximus Acts 9:1-20 6
John 6:53-80

1882: Mexico defeats the French at Pueblo.

1880: Isaura Esperanza, "Chaquita®, a catechist,
member of the Legion of Mary, identified
with the struggles of the people, is martyred
in El Salvador.

4th Sunday of Easter

Acts 13 14.43.52
Rev 7 9.14
Augusto. Flavia Domitila  John 10.27-

E
2
9

16

23

30




Tuesday

acomio, Gregorio Ostiense Acts 11:19-26

8 Monday

Victor and Acacio Acts 11:1-18 E P

OWednesday

John of Avila, Anthony

John 10:11-18 John 10:22-30 Acts 12:24 - 13:5a
1753: Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla is bom. 1982: Luis Vallejos, archbishop of El Cuzco, Peru, John 12:44-50
1770: Chaﬂu Il orders that “the various after having received death threats on 1886: Josimo Morais Tavares, a priest, is killed by
ir s lar be extinguished and mccount of his “option for the poor” dies in a large landowner in Imperatriz, Brazil. A
replaced by Spanish”. an "accident” which has never been clarified martyr to land reform.

1987: Vicente Canias, Jesuit missionary, is
assassinated by those who covet the land
beionging to the indians he was

accompanying in Mato Grosso, Brazil.

Intemnational Red Cross Day. n 1858, in
Solferino, Htaly, the French and Kalians fought a

batie against the Austrians who were
occupying the country. There were 40,000

victims. Years later, a soldier of that battle,
Henry Dunant, starts, in Geneva, the Red

Cross, a private and independent organization,
neutral in politics, religion and ideology.

In our voice are the voices of so many more, of those who have nothing, of those condenmed to silence and ignorance, of those who have
been deprived of their land and history by the arrogance of the powerful, of all those good men and women who travel in this world of pain
and hust, of the children and abandaned old people, of humiliated women, of belittled men.

- Subcommander Marcos.
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Fatima Acts 13:44-52

John 13:16-20 Acts 13:28-33 John 14:7-14

1974: Carlos Mujica, priest, martyr of the people of John 14:18  1388: Slavery is legally abolished in Brazil, after

the “villages of misery” in Argentina. A day dedicated to the slave Anastasia, who is & 95% of the blacks had siready attained
1977: Aonso Naverro, priest, and Luis Torres, symbol of all black women who have been liberty on their own.

altar server, martyred in El Salvador tortured to death by the white plantation
1988: The largest military force in Rio de Janeiro owners.

since the 1984 Revolution is gathered to 303: Pope St. Victor, an African, is martyred on

intimidate the "March against the Centennial this day. He was bom in Mauritania, today's

of the Abolition” organized by the black Morfrocco, Africa.

community. 1880: Walter Voodeckers, a Belgian missionary

priest committed to the poor, is martyred in
Escuintia, Guatemala

Sth Sunday of Easter

Matthias Acts 14 20b-26
Rev 21.1-5a
John 13 31-33a

1811: Independence of Paraguay. National holiday.

1980: Massacre at the Sumpul River in El
Salvedor. More than 600 people die.

1880:Juan Ccaccya Chipena, milltant worker, is
the victim of political repression in Peru.

1981: Carlos Géivez Galindo, priest and martyr in
Guatemala.

1988: The martyred peasants of Cayara, Peru.




415 Monday 4@ Tuesday
Isidore James 5:7-8, 11, 16-17 Acts 14:18-27
John 15:1-7 John 14:27-31a

1981: Edgar Castllo, reporter, assassinated in
Guatemals

1803: | and guertillo feader, \
Lorenzo, national hero of Panama, is shotin
Chirqui

Intemational Day of Conscientious Objectors.
Conscientious objectors are all those people
who, because of religious, ethical, moral,

v

Acts 15:1-8
John 15:1-8

i;|7“7e

Pascal Baylon v

humanitarian, or simitar reasons, refuse to do
military service or participate in armed

World Telecommunications Day. Celebrated
since 1985 to commemorate the first
Intemational Telegraph Convention signed on
this date in 1885. it represents a call to
genetate new sources of communication to

avold the enormous inequallty in the production -

of programs.

conflicts.

Each week some 550 thousand children are bom in the poor countries. Two out of three will live in absolute misery, eaming less than 70
cents a day. By the time they reach 14, anly one of three will find work, and will likely receive a salary of less than $40 a month. Three out
of five will never leam to read or write. Of these half a million children anly 45 will become doctors or engineers.
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19 Friday 2 vjvSatur;;ay

Acts 15:7-21 Pedro Celestino Acts 15:2231 Bemnardine of Sienna  Acts 16:1-10
nk John 15:9-11 Dunstan John 15:12-17 John 15:18-21
1525: Trujilio, Honduras, is founded. 1508:Christopher Colombus dies in Spain.

1

1781: José Gabriel Condorcanqui, Tupuc Amaru i,
indigenous fighter of Peru and Bolivia, is
decapitated, after having wif dthe
hanging of his wife, family members and
followers. He is pulled apart by horses
forced to run in different directions.

1895: Augusto Calderon Sandino is bom.

1895: José Marti, while fighting for the ind: d
ence of Cuba, dies in combat.

1950: The National Council of Black Women
meets in Rio de Janeiro.

1976: Héctor Gutiémez and Zeimar Michellini,
poliicians and christian militants, martyrs
for the struggles of the Uruguayan people.

6th Sunday of Easter

Acts 15.1-2
Fehicia and Gisela Rev.21.10-14
John 142

1897: Gregorio Luperon, hero in the Dominican
Republic's struggle for independence, died
in Puerto Plata.

1981: Pedro Agullar Santos, priest, martyred in
Guatemala.

1991: Jaime Gutiérrez Alvarez, religious,
Colombla

1891: wene McCormack, missionary, Peru

April
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| 22 Memtay (123 Tossdsy - JfWedoceday

Rita de Casia John 15:26 - 16:4 Ludwig Nommensen John 18:5b-11
1887: Luis Gutierrez, priest, Colombia Nicholas Copemicus John 16:12-15
1987: Luis Gutierrez, priest, Colombia
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In the North things go much better for children. Only one child will be bom for everyten 1500 children die of hunger or sicknesses |

bom in the South. Each one will consume the equivalent of about 51 inhabitants of Haiti,  caused by hunger every hour.
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Vicenta Lopez Acufia  Acts 18:2-8 Philip Neri Acts 18:8-18 Augustine of Canterbury

Bede, Gregory John 16:16-20 Mariana Paredes  John 18:20-23a Acts 18:23-28
1987: Bemardo Lépez Arroyave, Colombian priest,  1968: Independence of Guyana John Calvin John 16:23-28
killed by landowners and soldiers, 1969: Enrique Pereira Neto, priest, 28 yoars, 1975: The Quechua language is made official in
martyred in Recife, Brazil Peru

1987: Luls Pérez, priest, Colombia

Feast of the Ascension

Acts 1 1-11

Ephestans 1 17-23

Emilio and Justo Luke 24 46-53
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29 Monday

Maximino Acts 19:1-8
Jin Tranovsky John 18:28-33
1878: Massacre of about 100 Quiche people in
Panzos, Guatemala
1980: Raimundo Ferreira Lima, "Gringo™, peasant,
unlon member, pastoral agent, martyred in
Conceigao do Araguais, Brazil

30

Tuesday 31 Wednesday

Femando, Acts 20:17-27 The Visitation Zeph. 3:14-18a
Joan of Arc John 17:1-11a Luke 1:38-56
1878: Teodoro Martinez, peasant martyr in

Nicaragua

1086: First meeting of Black pastoral agents in the
diocese of Duque de Caxdag and Sao Joao
de Meriti, Brazil

1990: Clotario Blest, christian prophet in the union
movement in Chile

World Day Without Tobacco. Promulgated by

the World Health Organization, to ratse
consclousness of the harm that tobacco does

10 our health. In 1870 there were only five
mries which banned smoking in public

places: Mexico, Poland, Austria, Bulgaria, and
Norway. In 1990 there were 57 countries.

The worst sin against the Holy Spirit is

Amang the charisms the Spirit gives to the

spiritualization.

his authenticity.

- Ana Maria Tepedino

- Oscar Romero, 9.9.79

people, the bishop finds the comerstane of
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| RESIGN; | DO NOT WANT TO BE AN
ACCOMPLICE

A letter sent by Pierre Galand, general secretary of Oxfam, Belgium, to the co-presi-
dents of the NGO Working Group on the World Bank.

Dear co-Presidents Mazide and Adams:

On the eve of the 50th anniversaries of the creation of
the United Nations and the Bretton Woods institutions, I wish
to withdraw from the NGO Working Group on the World Bank and
its Steering Committee.

My action is dictated.py intellectual honesty and the hon-
esty vis-a-vis the many friends with whom I work in the Third
World.

Having had the opportunity, in the past three years, to
observe the Bank’s behavior, I wish to join those of my col-
leagues in NGOs who believe that dissidence alone is the way
to justice and coexistence for the peoples of our planet.

I had hoped that, working closely with the NGO WG on the
World Bank, we would have made steps in the direction of co-
developing responsibility for the fate of the world’s most
underprivileged peoples.

This is not the case as poverty increases and hunger kills
more surely than war; people needing medical care, young il-
literates and the homeless all increase daily in unprecedented
numbers.

The remedies prescribed by the World Bank for development
are poisoned remedies which actually increase these problems.

In my soul and conscience, I am obliged to say ENOUGH! You
have stolen speeches from NGOs concerned with development,
eco-development, poverty and popular participation. At the
same time your policy of structural adjustment and your ac-
tions accelerate the “social dumping” on the South and oblige
it to stand starkly alone and defenceless in the world market.

Thanks to you and your colleagues of the IMF, multina-
tional business goes south because you create the conditions




for production at a lower social cost. The result of joint
IMF/WB intervention means more pressure on economies to be
more competitive and more performing.

Such an objective is reached only by unceasing pressure on
governments so that they economise and reduce the social ben-
efits they judge too costly. This means, then, that the only
good governments, in your view, are those which accept the
prostitution of their economies under the reins of multina-
tionals and powerful international financial groups.

The Bank is a world institution in charge of development;
but it is also increasingly arrogant. It has the power, never
equalled, to intervene in world affairs and in the domestic
affairs of states. It dictates the conditions of development,
without having to be responsible for them itself.

The Bank has learned to do excellent analyses and it is
capable of saying what is important: popular participation -
particularly by women; the popular struggle against poverty;
and the necessity to protect the environment.

The Bank goes further, because it defends the principles
of human and minorities’ rights and puts pressure on govern-
ments in this respect. The Bank is itself capable of making
these ideas more appealing by saying that these are useful for
the development of such or such a group of people.

The question is, then: why are so many beautiful speeches
accompanied by such scandalous practices? Because the practice
of the Bank is to condition its interventions in the socially
criminal policies of structural adjustment.

The Bank is very well informed on poverty, impoverishment
and the abandonment of large sectors of the population of our
planet. Is this, then, a case of pure cynicism or lying poli-
cies?

For my part, I think that the Bank is simply the object of
a deep misunderstanding, for the most part among ourselves,
because - whatever it may say - the Bank is an instrument at
the service of an orthodox model of growth based on competi-
tion and not cooperation.

The Bank has the duty to ensure that all - great and small
- can participate in the world market.

. v . .
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Very rarely, and certainly NOT nowadays, does growth mean
development.

We are at the end of a century where growth and competi-
tion have become a means of accelerated and disproportionate
enrichment for a minority and have no longer a developmental,
cooperative or redistributive effect.

Inequalities are increasingly sharp. The hungry die with-
out causing revolt or indignation.

As long as the Bank maintains its unfeeling policy of
structural adjustment, we must all mobilise - not only our-
selves but also the greatest number possible of victims - to
fight against this type of intervention.

_ After having participated in a dialogue with the Bank for
three and a half years, as a member of the Working Group, I
offer my resignation from this group because it has become
clear to me that there is no way to humanize the Bank.

_ Africa is dying, but the Bank is getting richer; Asian and
{5 Eastern Europe are seeing their riches pillaged...and the Bank
X supports the IMF’s and the GATT’s initiatives to authorize
this material and intellectual pillage. Latin America - like
other continents - sees, with horror, its children used as
reserves for labor or, worse still, as living organ donors for
the new market for transplants in North America.

The Bank’s speeches on the unavoidable sacrifices related
to the structural conversion needed for economic and market
globalization might be, somehow, the unavoidable “desert
crossing” in order to reach the Eden of development.

I refuse to be part of this unavoidable fatalism preéched
by the Bank and prefer to participate in the reinforcement of
organizations of landless peasants, street children, shelters
for women who refuse to sell their bodies in cities in Asia,
and the workers and unions who struggle against the pillage of
their resources and the dismantling of their capacity to pro-
duce.

I know through long experience that there are many friends
in the NGOs who think that a dialogue with the Bank is a good
means for changing this institution’s behavior towards a bet-
ter understanding of the demands of cooperation and develop-
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ment .

I respect their position, as I respect the attitude of
those in the Bank who hope that a dialogue with NGOs will
bring about change in the analyses and initiatives of the
Bank.

After my long experience with the Working Group, I leave
before the end of my term because I refuse to be an accomplice
of the Bank. )

My wishes to the Bank at the end of 1993 are simple: 50
years are enough. You are one of the principal enemies of the
poor and the rights they have defended in the context of the
United Nations.

You are, today, a most incredible and extraordinary public
relations machine which has imposed on the world a disastrous
feeling of fatalism regarding the development which is re-
served for the few and the inevitable poverty for those who
are considered not to be sufficiently competitive and perform-
ing.

The relaunching of a development economy which promotes
social justice by way of access of the greatest number to a
just wage urgently forces us to find another institution. The
institution which replaces you must allow people to partici-
pate and be the beneficiaries of actions which give them back
their dignity, allows them to feed themselves and gives them
the right to diversity in co-development.

In withdrawing from the Group I salute my colleagues for
whom I still have respect, as I keep my appreciation for the
numerous employees of the institution which is the World Bank.

Only a reorganization and a new struggle for the transfor-
mation of the United Nations and the Bretton Woods Institu-
tions will be capable of creating new conditions for the war
on hunger and the solidarity of co-development.

Yours sincerely,

Pierre Galand,

——
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Interview with Monsignor Romelus
- Jean-Claude Noyé

As the opposition’ sole clear voice, 63 year old Willy Romelus, the bishop of Jérémie, is a major
figure in the resistance against Haiti s military dictatorship. An official Nobel Peace Prize nominee
and a known defender of human rights, he has been the subject of harassment and several attacks

since the coup overthrowing Aristide.

What hope is there for Haiti today?

There are no signs of change from the
junta. Humanly speaking, no solutions can be
foreseen for the near future.

What is the Haitian Church doing?

Since the coup, the Church
hierarchy, the bishops and
the nuncio have done
nothing serious to
solve the economic
crisis. Nevertheless,
there are opposition
voices, such as the
Haitian Committee of
Religious and the
Justice and Peace
Episcopal Commis-
sion. Most of the
priests are with the
people.

Are the bishops so
passive because of
their opinion of
Aristide?

Yes, that’s the problem. They did, how-
ever, use more moderate language after his
presidential candidacy. I wish to strongly em-
phasize that the seven months during which
Aristide exercised power were positive. Those

in favour of the coup say the opposite—but
that’s false. Those months were like an oa-
sis: the murdering had ceased, corruption was
being fought and money started to flow into
the state’s coffers.

Is the Church persecuted?

Yes, it’s difficult to celebrate
religious ceremonies if they are
labelled political demonstra-
tions. In January 1993, on
the day when new priests
were to be ordinated, sol-
diers came and attacked
us. A few seminarists
were arrested. In general,
the army targets
campesinos, youth and
social justice groups.

Could Father
Aristide really
save the country
given its difficult
economic situa-
tion?

If he receives good advice... why not? He’s
not a politician, but his overall record is good.
Besides, I know that there are capable Hai-
tians. In any case, the people see him as their
leader. He doesn’t act out of personal inter-
est—for money or for power—he’s motivated
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by his ideals.
Why has the Pope remained silent?

His actions are no doubt explained by ca-
nonical law which forbids priests to run for
public office. However, an exception in
Aristide’s case would be fully justified. I also
believe that the Holy Father has received bi-
ased and even false information from the bish-
ops and the nuncio.

What exactly is the situation concerning
divisions in the Haitian Church?

If all were going in the same direction, the
problem would be solved. In reality, unity is
difficult. It would be possible if those who
had taken the wrong path returned to the right
one... As it happens, I am quite alone as a
bishop.

What do you think about the Nobel Peace
Prize nomination?

Whether or not this could help the coun-
try is what matters. I think it might. Other-
wise, it’s of no importance.

Have you been threatened?

Yes, but that won’t silence me. They dis-
connected my telephone claiming that it was
defective. In reality, they wanted to prevent
my communicating with the outside world.
Nevertheless, I continue to speak out.

What do you think is the solution for the
future?

Aristide’s return. It’s what the people
want. It’s the only solution for democracy and
the future. But, it won’t be easy; the army
controls everything and has lots of money. It
maintaings its power through brute force and

»
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does not hesitate to kill. Nevertheless, it’s
sensitive about its image in the press. The
proof is that I am still alive.

The River of Oblivion

The first time that I went to Galicia, my
friends took me to the river of Oblivion. My
friends told me that in the long-gone time of
the Roman Empire the imperial legions had
tried to invade Galicia, but they had not
crossed the river; frozen with fear, they had
stopped at its edge. And they had never
crossed the river of Oblivion, because who-
ever reaches its farther side no longer knows
who he 1s or where he comes from.

I was beginning my exile in Spain, and
said to myself, “IF the waters of a river are
enough to efface memory, what will happen
to me, the ship-wrecked survivor of an ocean
crossing?” But I had been travelling through
the little towns of Ponteverde and Orense, and
had discovered bars and cafes called Uru-
guay or Venezuela or Mi Buenos Aires
Querido, and little restaurants serving Latin
American dishes like barbecued meat or
“arepas”; and everywhere there were Pefiarol
and Nacional and Boca Juniors team pen-
nants. This was all because of the Galician
emigrants who had come back from South
America, and were now suffering from a sec-
ond homesickness. They had left their vil-
lages, exiles

like myself, although it was the economy
and not the police that had chased them away.
After many years they were back in their na-
tive land, and they had never forgotten any-
thing. Not when they left, not while they were
away, not when they retumed. They had for-
gotten nothing. And now they had two sets
of memonies and two countries. . .
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Justin Acts 22:30, 23:641

John [7:20-28
1989: Sergio Restrepo, Jesuit, Colombia 1537: Proclamation by Pope Paul lll of papal bull
1991: Jodo de Aquino, President of the Nueva condemning slavery.
Iguaza Union, inated.
C International Children'’s Day )

ay 3 Sattirday

Charles Lwanga  Acts 28:18-20,30-3
Pope John XXl John 21:20-25
1548: Juan de Zumamraga, Bishop of Mexico,
Protector of the indians.
{758: Meeting b the B. dary C '
and the Yanomani people of Venezuela.
1885: Mertyrdom in Uganda of St Charles Lwanga,
patron saint of young people in Africa, and
of other bers of his g! ]
1963: Death of Pope John XXl

Pentecost
Acts 2 11t

I Cori2 371
John 2019-23

1559: Judge Fernando Santillan reports on the
slaughter of indians in Chile.

1980: Martyrdom of José Maria Gran, priest, and
Domingo Batz, sacristan, in E) Quicheé,

Guatemala
In tional Day in e of
Palestinian and Lebaness child-victims of the
Arab-israeli war.
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Toblas I:il. 22|19

Toblas 2:10-23

Mark 2:142 Mark [2:347
1573: Brutal execution of Chief Tanamaco 1840: Doath of M: Garvey, J 1 boi
(Venezuela). black leader who inspired the Pan-African
1981: First recorded case of AIDS diagnosed in Los movement.
Angeles, USA 1880: José Ribeiro, leader of the Apuriiia nation of
Brazil, assassinated.
Wortd Envi Day, first proclaimed in

1972. Ris estimated that since 1600 half of the
planet's wetlands have disappeared. They
have been drained for agriculture, de-forested

for the sake of their wood, or clearad for wrban
devel or tourist proj

7 Wednesday |

Toblas 3:1Hi, 24-25
Chief Seattle Mark [2:18-27
1494: Spain and Portugal sign the Tordesilias
Treaty dividing the Atiantic Ocean between
them.
1978: Organization of the United Black Movemert
begins.
1990: Sister Filomena Lopez Filha, aposte of the
Nueva Iguacu favelas, assassinatsd.

there are expected to be more than 5 million women mfected with AIDS.

Since AIDS was first diagnosed cn June 5th, 1981, 1S million cases have been recorded, 10 million of them in Africa. During 1993, a million
and a half Africans contractedthe AIDS virus. Nearly 60% of new cases involve young people from 15to 25 years of age. By the year 2000,

i
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Tobias 8:10-ia, 7:1,947, 8:440
Mark [2:28b-34
1982: Bishop Luis Dalle of Ayaviri, Peru, dies in
unexplained circumstances, after having
received death threats because of his option
for the poor.
1989: Nicolas Van Cleef, priest, Panama.

‘95 Fﬁ¢Q£

Tobias 1I:547
Mark [2:35-37
1587: José de Anchieta, Canary Islander, preacher
of the Gospel to Brazil, "Great Fathes” of the
Guarani psople.
1971: Héctor Gallego, Colombian priest, 34 years,
gives his life for the campesinos of Santa
Fe de Veraguas, Panama.
1878: Juan Moran, Mexican priest, gives his life for
the Mazahuas peopie.
1981: Toribia Flores de Cutipa, ino leader,

10 Satur st

Mark [2:38-44
1521: indians destroy the Cumana Mission in
Venezuels, bulit by Las Casas.

victim of repression in Peru.

Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 8.22-31
Romans 51-5
Johnr 16 12-15

1980: Caritas organizer, lsmael Envique Pineda,
and companions martyred in El Salvador.
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Gaspar Matt 5142
1981: Joaquin Neves Norte, lawyer for the Navirai
Rural Workers' Unlon of Parand, Brazil,
assassinated.

13 Tueg?iay‘ Lv“ﬁ'g*“::'-ZWednesday

2 Corl-18-22 2 Cor 3:441
Anthony of Padua Matt 5:1346 Matt 5:1749
1935: End of the Chaco War between Bolivia and
Paraguay.

1880: Cosme Spessoto, Halian, parish priest,
martyred in El Salvador.
1980: Vicente Hordanza, priest, Peru.

Patients suffering from AIDS take up from
40-70% of hospital beds in Uganda and Tan-
Zania.

We ask, "God where are you?" And God, in
answer, asks us,"Where is your brother,
The prickly pear is only seen when it bears  where is your sister?”
fruit. Mexican proverb - Pedro Casaldaliga

nooc:
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Yy day

2Cor 4745

sday »

2Cor 315,18 - 4:1,3-8

2 Cor 5:14-24
Matt 5:20-28 Matt 5:27-32 Matt 5:33-37
1932: Beginning of the Chaco War between Bolivia  1876: Soweto Massacre, South Africa. 700 children  [703: Birth of John Wesley, England.
and Paraguay. are assassinated because of their refusai to  1991: End of apartheld laws in South Africa.
1952: Victor Sanabria, Archbishop of San José, study Afrikaans, the language of their
Costa Rica, founder of Catholic Action, Oppressors.
champion of social justice. 1978: Signing of the Torrijos-Carter Panama Canal
1987: Security forces in Santiago, Chile, Treaty.

assassinate 12 peopie in an operation known

as the “slaughter of Corpus Christi® or
"Operation Albania *

1886: Teodoro Santos Meijia, priest, Peru.

Corpus Chust

Zach 12104}
Gal 3 26-29




iday

M oy

2Corg140 2 Cor 9:6-11

Luis Gonzaga »

2 Cor 8:1-9
H Matt 5:38-42 Matt 5:43-48 Onesimo Nesbid Matt 6:1-8,16-8
' 1764: Birth of José Artigas, Uruguayan rebel 1820: Death of Manue! Belg one of mod
leader and agrarian reformer. Argentina’s founding fathers. ( Andean New Year. j
11887 Execution of Maximilian, the Emperor whom  1821: Bolivar's tiumph in Carabobo.
Mexico was obliged to accept. 1923: Assassination of Doroteo Arango, the
Mexican i Vary g | known as
Pancho Villa.

1979: Rafael Palacios, priest, gives his life for the
Salvadoran base communities.

L African Refugees' Day )

June

They have said to me that Thave said a saying, a saying that [havenot said, and which,ifI =~ When the offering is very large, even the
. had said it, would be a better saymgthan the saying that they have saidthat Thavesaid (tongne  Saint is mistrustful.

" , . twister) _ - Brazilian saying,
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22 Thursday 0

3 Sncnd Heart

Ezok 446 Iullh 4918
Matt 6:742 Romans §:541 John the Baptist Acts 13:22-26
1534: Quito, Ecuador, pillaged by Benalcazar. Luke I15:3-7 Luke 1:57-86,80
1965: Arthur MacKinnon, Canadian missionary 1524: 12 Franciscans priests known as the 1541: ndigenous rebellion in Western Maxico (the
martyred in the Dominican Republic after "aposties of New Spain” reach the coast of War of Mixton).
protesting against the illegal imprisonment Mexico. 1823: Formation of the shortdived Central
of 37 peopie. 1936: Birth of Carlos Fonseca, one of the 3 American Federation.
1966: Manuel Larrain, Bishop of Talca, President founders of the Sandinista Front, the 1987: "San Juan Massacre" of miners and their
of CELAM, pastor to the peopie of Chile. Nicaraguan revolutionary and political families at the Siglo XX tin mine in Bolivia.

movement
1968: Massacre of indigenous miners in Bolivia.

12th Cunday of Crdimary Time
Confession of Augsburg  Zach 1210-Il
Gal 3

1524: Conversation between the Aztec priests and
philosophers and the "2 Aposties of
Mexico".

1975: The Olancho Martyrs: Priests van
Bouncou't Colomblan, lnd Miguel
*Casimiro”, and 7 1
struggling for land reform in Hondns

1975: Independence of Mozambique, former
Portugese colony.

May Jumne
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uesday sday

Gen 12:1-8 Genid:2,548 Gen I5:142,1748
Matt 7:4-5 Cwril of Alexandria Matt 7:6,1244 renaeus Matt 7:15-20
1541: Violent death of Pizarmo. 1552: The Dominicans, Santo Tomis and Tomas 1918: Landing of U.S. marines in Panama.
1822: Historical meeting in Guayaquill, Ecuador, of de San Martin, first bishops of Bolivia and 1954: Overthrow of Jacobo Arbenz, democratically-
San Martin and Bolivar. defenders of the indians. elected President of Guatemala, organized
1945: Founding of the United Nations (50th 1986: The Intemational Court of Justice at the by the United States Central intelligence
Anniversary). Hague finds the United States guitty of Agency.
1987: Confederation of indigenous Peoples of violating intemational law by reason of its 1980: The Brazilian govemment welcomes
Mexico set up. aggressive acts against i European immigrants but rules that
prospective immigrants from Africa and
" Drug Day - Against Asia must have speclal congressional
drug use and drug trafficking. To promote a authorisation.

rewarding life-style, free of the narcotics which
harm our health and threaten our children's
fulre.

June

According to the Catholic agency, FIDES, m 1993, 9 priests, 6 manks, 4 nuns, a diocesan seminarist and a papal assistant were assassinated
in Third World countries and Bosnia. Among them were the Mexican Cardinal Juan J. Posadas and the Salvadoran Bishop Roberto J.
Ramos. 9 of the assassinations were in Burundi. The remainder took place in Colombia, El Salvador, Bosnia, Angola, Brazl, the Ivory
Coast, India, Mexico, and Zaire.
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day

Peter & Paul Acts 12:1-11

day

0 Friday

Gen 17:1,9-10,15-22

Eph 2:19-22 |
2Tim 4:6-8 Juan Olof Wallin Matt 8:14 John 20:24-29 :
Matt 16:13-19  1520: The "Sad Night" defeat of the conquistadors  1867: The Confederation of Canada. National
in Mexico Holiday.
1975: Dionisio Frias, campesino leader, martyred 1874: Juan Perdn, Argentinian president, dies :
in the struggle for land in the Dominican 1981: Tulio Manzzo, Malian Franciscan priest, and :
Republic Luis N 3 hi yred in
1978: Hermégenes Lopez, parish priest and Guatemaia
founder of Rural Catholic Action, is marytred
in Guatemala

13th Sunday of Ordinary Tir

1 kings 19.16b 1
Gal 431 -

1617: Rebellion of the “tupinambas” in Brazil
1991: The African National Congress, South

Africa, holds its first legal conference in
thirty years
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Sacred Sites of the Indigenous Peoples

- Clodomuiro Siller A.

Thousands of years ago, when our ancestors
lived in caves and grottos, they represented God
as Fire. Fire kept the cave livable, and perhaps
for that reason became a symbol of life. The
community met around the fire to prepare and
to share food and to listen to the elders recount
their communal history and the deeds of those
who had served the community. They believed
that all these aspects of the life of the commu-
nity were a reality that was larger than them,
and that the reason they stayed together was that
God was present within them all. To share food
was to be in harmony with the Being that had
given them life as
individuals and as a
group. When the
elders told their sto-
ries they knew that
they were repeating
what God willed for
them as a people.
Even today, if there
is a drought and the rains do not come, many
communities make a sacred pilgrimage to the
caves, light fires within them and carry out cer-
emonies and sacrifices, asking God to give them
rain and life. Almost always, after the rites have
been carried out, the first tremors begin.

N N N

Paintings of the first representations of sa-
cred experience can be found in many caves,
such as the handprints of those who lived at that
time, and circles, representing the cave, with
God in the centre. The caves also shelter the
bodies of our ancestors, who were buried cov-
ered with flowers, and with food, pitchers of
water, and other items placed near them to help
the deceased on his or her final journey to the
home of He-who-is-greater-than-us, Xiutecuhtli,
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Lord of Fire. Symbolized by that element,
Xiutecuhtli was also called, in the most ancient
form of address, Huehuetéotl, the Old God.

Group life was also carried out in the coun-
tryside, where the main activities were hunting
and gathering. Life came directly from the earth,
and from all sources of water. These elements
became representations of the relationship be-
tween God and life. God was referred to as
Water, as Rain, as Earth, and was represented
primarily by feminine, life-giving symbols. God
was also represented as Wind. She was the
mediatrix between the earth upon which the peo-
ple walked and the sky at which they gazed.
Thus, mountains, plains and valleys became
sacred sites. Certain mountains, parts of val-
leys, and areas around bodies of water were
marked out and became temples where the peo-
ple congregated to celebrate their meeting with
God. Today some communities still go to cel-
ebrate in the mountains, on the plains, and by
sources of water. They prepare a flat space and
on it they make sacrifices, dance or die during
the day or night. These celebrations help them
transcend the mundane in their lives.

Homes were also sacred places for each fam-
ily. In them, they held ceremonies which did not
include the whole community but which they felt
were necessary to
celebrate their ex-
periences as indi-
viduals or families
in contact with the
presence or will of
God. Shelves, ta-
bles or walls were
dedicated specifi-
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cally to ritual practices in the home. Later, al-
tars of many forms were built, where relics were
collected from important sacred places. This
linked homes with other larger sacred sites.
These altars are still present in homes of indig-
enous people in the form of simple tables
adomed with flowers, cut paper and images that
reveal their inhabitants’ experience of the sa-
cred.

When the cultures of some communities be-
came more complex, and human groups were
organized into cities or city-states, the people
began constructing squares, houses of worship,
and buildings that were dedicated almost exclu-
sively to celebrating the religious experience of
the community. In addition to being sacred sites,
these buildings were beau-
tiful architectural monu-
ments.

Along with a more com-
plex social structure, a re-
ligious philosophy devel-
oped. As with almost all
the peoples of our conti-
nent, our theology and sa-
cred sites represent much
more than the religious
thought of this latest epoch,
as they are built upon reli-
gious experiences from the
most ancient times. When
the first Christian mission-
aries in the sixteenth cen-
tury saw the richness of
expression and representa-
tion that the indigenous
people had to describe
God, they thought that our
peoples were polytheists. However, we possess
many chronicles, texts and myths from the in-
digenous tradition of that time which show the
exact opposite. The different “gods” are simply
different names that enabled our peoples to ex-

press the multitude of religious experiences that
they had created from a single divinity.

Often cities were built around ancient sacred
sites. Places of worship were almost always
found at the centre of these cities. Great monu-
ments dedicated to the Sun (which with the Earth
and the Moon were the most representative sym-
bols of God), would be found in the east. At one
of these places, in La Venta, Tabasco, Mexico,
the most ancient ancestors of our Meso-Ameri-
can culture built a huge temple that is neither
square, circular, rectangular nor cone-shaped,
but built in sections. We all remember
Tiahuanaco, in Bolivia, with its plazas, patios
and temples, and the gateway where the setting
Sun was hailed by the people who would con-
gregate in im-
mense sunken
patios. The
Temple of the
Sun in Machu
Pichu, Peru,
where accord-
ing to legend
God descended
on the powerful
wings of the
Condor, was
positioned ex-
actly in the path
of the sun’s
rays.

Deep in the
heart of the
Petén jungle,
the Maya of
Guatemala
erected an im-
mense ceremonial city that we know as Tikal,
where religious people and communities from
the entire ancient world of Mesoamerica would
meet. The Maya who built it also made pilgrim-
ages to other sacred places, such as Kaminal



Juyt, Guatemala. Today we are still amazed by
the fact that the Temple of Quetzalcdatl in
Chichén Itza was designed using calculations
from astral space, instead of from its actual site
inthe Yucatan, Mexico. Its architects positioned
it in relation to the movement of the earth around
the sun, so that at the sunset of the spring equi-
nox, the shadows of its bulk project a luminous
serpent that slowly descends the temple from
the summit, until it reaches the ground at pre-
cisely the day and hour that the rains begin in
that region.

Sun, Rain, Earth, Humanity, all signify the
presence of God among us. In Tonina, in the
heart of the Ocosingo forest of Chiapas, Mexico,
the greatest building in the ancient and modemn
world was recently discovered: the Temple of
the Sun. From its heights, the playing field for
the game of pelota at its foot seems no larger
than two palm widths. Quetzalcoatl is repre-
sented here in an enormous mosaic of limestone:
at the summit, God is represented as the Sun,
rising in the moming from the open mouth of
Mother Earth.

In Konoquia Mounds, Illinois, U.S.A., when

excavations began for the construction of a resi-
dential neighbourhood, the remains of what was
an enormous temple resembling the Pyramid of
the Sun in Teotihuacan, Mexico were discov-
ered. The indigenous people who built this sa-
cred site were following in the footsteps of the
architects who fled when Teotihuacan was de-
stroyed in 900 AD. They spoke of God as Usen,
The “Great Spirit”, thus bringing a new contri-
bution to the deep river of our continent’s an-
cient religions.

In Teotihuacan, the Temple of the Sun is to
the east of the Temple of the Moon, at the end
of a five-kilometre-long avenue. At the top of
the larger structure dedicated to the Sun is a
representation of God as the Lord of Water,
Tialoc. On the Temple of the Moon is another
representation of God, symbolized as
Chalchiutlicue, the Lady of the Springs, “The-
Lady-Dressed-In-Emeralds.”

Anyone who has ever been to Tula, the main
religious centre of the Toltecs in Mexico, has
certainly experienced the profound religiosity of
those who carved the great sculptures of
Tiahuicanpantecuhtli, the “Lord of the Rising
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Sun.” The name is actually a sublime manner
of speaking of the continuous renewing of the
divine in history. Tlahuicanpantecuhtli is rep-
resented over and over by enormous blocks of
stone that support the breast of Papaotl, the
“Butterfly,” the spirit who transcends all.

In the indigenous world there are an infinite
number of sacred sites. The Mexican National
Institute of Anthropology has catalogued over
600, solely on the coast of the gulf of Mexico.
And on the Yucatan peninsula? The Altiplano?
The valleys and lowlands of Oaxaca? In the
Huastecas? In Honduras, Colombia, Ecuador?
The jungles and rivers of the Amazon? What of
the immense regions and human populations of
the Southern Cone that lose themselves in the
frozen Antarctica or the enormous Northern
polar cap? We cannot catalogue all these re-
gions. But we know for certain that the planet,
the earth, the plot of land, the springs, the riv-
ers and lakes, the air and the sky, the home, the
place of worship, the square, the temple, and
many personal and communal activities, both
social and political, were sacred to our ances-
tors. But as Nezahualcoyotl, the greatest poet
and priest of our ancestors put it: (translation)

I looked for the spirit of God in the temple
and did not find it

I looked for the spirit of God in philosophy
but it is not there

I looked in the country and did not find it

I found it in the human being

It is in the heart of my brother.

All the earth and the space of our continent
is sacred. But the most important sacred “place”
for the indigenous peoples both past and present

is a humanity “worthy of the presence of God,”
the Macehualme. God is for humanity, and is in

and of it. In human form, God is the Lord of
Tula, Quetzalcoatl, for the Mesoamericans;
Wiracocha for the Quichua; Christ for the Chris-
tians. It is always the same God. God is Tzintéotl
or divine comn; humans are made from Earth and
Sun and Water, signs and presence of God. God
continually gives birth to humanity and nurtures
it. God is “incamnated” in many ways. And all
these ways and places are sacred.

Future Traditions

There is one place where yesterday and
today meet, greet, and embrace each other,
and that place is tomorrow.

Some voices from the remote American
past sound as though they come to us from
the future. Take, for instance, the ancient
voices that are still telling us that we are the
earth’s children and that mothers are not to
be sold or rented. While clouds of dead birds
rain over Mexico City, rivers become sewers
and seas garbage dumps, and jungles tum into
deserts, these voices, obstinately alive, prom-
ise us a different world - a-world which poi-
sons neither the water nor the soil, neither
the air nor the soul.

The ancient voices which speak to us of
community also proclaim another possible
world. The community, the communal mode
of production and of life, is the original tra-
dition of the Americas, the tradition that is
rooted in the American land. It belongs tothe
earliest times and to the earliest peoples, but
it also belongs to the future and foreshadows
a New World.

Because in this land of ours there is noth-
ing less alien than socialism. On the contrary,
it is capitalism which is alien. It was brought,
like smallpox and influenza, from elsewhere.




Tuesday 5 Wednesday

Gen 183:18-23 Isabel of Portugal Gen 19:15.29 Antonio Maria Zaccaria  Gen 21:5,8-20
Matt 8,18-22 Matt 8:23-27 Matt 8:28-34
1951: The Alfonso Arinos Law, making racial, {776: United States Independence Day, national 181: Ve elan Independence Day, national
ethnic, or religious discrimination a criminal holiday, holiday.

1920: Bolivia orders the handing over of land to
indigenous people.

1981: Emeterio Toj, indig:
kidnapped in Guatemala.

offence, is passed in Brazil.

The so-called White House isnot really white at all. It is one of those whited sepulchresthat  Our Cause will triumph because it is the
Jesus talked about. On the outside they are white and attractive-looking, but an theinside  cause of Justice and of Love.
they are rotten and foul-smelling, - Augusto C. Sandino - Augusto C. Sandino




6 Thursday 7

1415: Death of Jan Huss in Czeckosiovakia.
1943: Nazaria ignacia March Mesa, founder of the

Fermin  Gen 23:-4,19, 24:1-8,62-67
Matt 8:1-8 Matt 9:43
1978: Arturo Bernal, Christian campesino leader of

the Agrarian Leagues, dies under torture in
Church Crusades dies in Buenos Aires, Paraguay.
which established the first women's trade
union in Latin America in Oruro, Bolivia.
She was beatified on September 27th, 1892.

8 Satui'day

Gen 27:1-5,15-28
Eugenio, Adriano,Priscilla Matt 9:1447
1538: Violent death of conquistador Diego de
Almagro.

l4th Cunday of Ordinary Time

Rosaio de Chiguinguita  [saiah 66:10-14c
Gal 61413
Luke 10°1-12

{816: Argentinian independence Day, national
holiday.

1821: San Martin proclaims Peruvian independence.

1880: Joaquin Nabuco founds the Brazilian Ant-

Slavery Soclety, which campaigned both on
the streets and within social organizations.
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Monday

1509: Birth of Calvin in France.

1873: Bahamian Independernice Day, national
holiday.

::1980: Faustino Villanueva, Spanish priest, shot to

death in his parish office. He gives his life

for the indigenous people of El Quiché,

Guatemala.

Gen 28:10-2
Matt 9:18-26

tesday

1 2 Wednesday

Gen 32:22-32 Gen 41:55-57, 42:5-7,17-24¢c
Matt 9:28-32 Natan Séderblom Matt [0:1-8
1968: American indan Movement (United States) 1975: Independence Day of Sdo Tomé and
founded. Principe, former Portugese colonies.
1873: iIndepend of the B 1976: Aurelio Rueda, priest, gives his life for the
holiday slum-dweliers of Colombia.

World Population Day. A day to conslder
global dsmographic problems. in mid1982 the
world population was 5.48 billion. in 1998 it will
reach 6 hillion. After that, there will be an

average annual population increase of 97
million people.

The pot that boils either bums or spills.
- Mexican saying,

The older the child, the more trouble he
causes. - Brazilian saying,

by the current.
- Nicaraguan saying,

The shrimp that falls asleep is carried away
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ursday
Gen 44:18-21,23b-28, 45:-5
Matt 10:745
1982: Femando Hoyos, Jesuit missionary, and
Chepito, IS-year-old altar boy, martyred in
Guatemala.
1889: Natividad Quispe, an indigenous woman, 80
years of age, martyred in Peru.

Friday

Gen 46:1-7,28-30

Saturday

Bonaventure  Gen 49:29-33, 50:15-25
Camilo de Lelis Matt [0:16-23 Viadimir Matt 10:24-33
1618 F jsco Solano, F missionary to 1535: Conquistador Diego de Almagro reaches
the Indigenous in Peru. Collasuyo, Chile.
1630: The first ordinances protecting the indians 1872: Héctor Jurado, Methodi is d

aro published in Paraguay by Hernandarias. and gives his life for the people of Uruguay.

1976: Rodolfo Lunkenbein, missionary, and
Lorenzo Simiio, Bororo chief, give their
tives for the indigenous people of Brazil.

1981: Misael Ramirez, campesino community
organizer, dies for the cause of justice In

Colombla.
1991: Julio Qu do Cn d hist in the
diocese of E] Quiché, assassinated by the

lan security forces.

I15th Sunday of Ordinary Time

1 6 Carmen Deut 30 10-14

Col 115-20

Luke 10°25-37
1750: José Gumilla, missionary and defender of
the indians, who worked for the preserva-

tion of indigenous languages in Venezuela,
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Tuesday

Amuifo ExodusZ:I451 o

day

17 »

9 'sdéy

Exodus 1:844,22
Bartolomé de las Casas Matt £:18-26 Federico Matt 11:20-24 Arsenlo Matt 1:125-27
1568: Bartolomé de las Casas, 82 years, first priest  1872: Death of the great Benito Juirez, of 1824: Augustin de iturbide, Emperor of Mexico,
to be ordained in the Americas, Latin Zap - who Emp fed by fi 3
American prophet, defender of the cause of Maximilian and ended the French incursion 1979: Triumph of the Sandinista Revolution in
Indians and of Biacks. into Mexdco. Nicaragua.
1876: Carlos de Dias Murias and Gabriel 1983 Yamilet Sequiera Cuarte, Nicaraguan

Longuewille, priests, are found dead after catechist.

having been kidnapped in La Rioja,

Argentina.

I would rather die in open combat with the invader and lose your I have placed love for my country above all other loves, and you
love than allow you, myself and our children to survive in the dis-  must convince yourself that anly if the light of liberty shines upan
¥, % graceto which anly cowards and waverers can resign themselves. us can we be happy together.

- - Augusto C. Sandino o . - Augusto C. Sandino
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Exodus 3:13-20
Matt [1:28-30

1500: Royal decree ordering all the Indians who
had been brought to Spain as siaves to be
set free and sent back to the Indies.

1810: Colomkbian Independence Day, national hokday.

1978: Mario Muljia Cérdoba, worker, teacher,
pastoral lay person, gives his life for the
workers of Guatemala.

1981: Massacre of 300 people, inchuding women,
children, and the eiderly, In Coyd, Guatemala.

day Saturday

odus [1:1042,144

Mary Magdalene Cant 3:14a,8
Matt [2:1-8 2 Corinthans 5:1447
1980: Wilson de Souza Pinheiro, trade unionist, John 20:1-2,148
fighter for the rights of poor campesinos in 1980: Jorge Oscar Adur, Assumptionist priest, ex- '
Brasiléla (AC), Brazil, assassinated. President of YCS, Raul Rodriguez and
1984; Sergio Alejandro Ortiz, Guatemalan Carios Di Pietro, seminarians, disappeared
seminarian. in Argentina.

1987 Alejandro Labaca, Vicario de Aguaricé, and
missionary, inés Arango, in the Ecuadorian
jungle.
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Exodus [4:548
Matt 12:38-42
1783: Birth of Simén Bolivar in Caracas.
1985: Ezequiel Ramim, defender of land
in Cocoal, Roraii Brazll,

assassinated.

Mouday 25 : 'l‘uesdajr

6 Wednesday

Acts 4:33, 5:12,17b-33, 2ib2 Joachim and Ann Eccl. 44:1J045

James 2Cor 4745 Matt 13:1647
Matt 20:20-28  1503: Chief Quibian desfroys the city of Santa
1524: City of Santiago de los Caballeros de Maria, Panama, founded by Columbus.
Guatemala founded. 1927: First aerial bombing on the American
1587: Santiago de Leon de Caracas, Venezuela, continent. The United States bombs Ocotal,
founded. Nicaragua, hours after their forces had been

1801: The United States forces Cuba to accept the
Platt Amendment granting It the right to
establish the U.S. military base at
Guantinamo and to intervene in Cuban
domestic affairs.

1958: Puerto Rico is proclaimed a Commonwealth
affiliated to the United States.

1880: José Oth Caceres, inarffan, and 13

Augusto Sandino.
1953: The attack on the Moncada Barracks in
Cuba, led by Fidel Castro.

driven from the town by the army of General

companions martyred in Ei Salvador.
1981 Angei Martinez Rodrigo, Spanish, and Raoul

Legere, Canadian, lay missionaries and
o chi din G 1
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day

Exodus 20447

day

Martha Exodus 24:3-8

8 Fr

Exodus 19:1-2,941,16-20b
Matt 13:1047 Johann Sebastian Bach Matt 13:18-23 Olaf Matt 13:24-30
1991 Eliseo Castsllano, priest, Puerto Rico. Helnrich Schiitz
Joseph Frederick Handel

1821: Perunvian Independence Day, national holiday.
1980: 70 campesinos massacred in San Juan
Cotzal, Guatemala,

17th Cunday of Ordinary Time

Gen 18 20-32
Col 21244
Luke If 13

1502: Columbus reaches Honduras.

1811: Miguel Hidalgo, parish priest of Dolores, the
hero of Mexi Indep: , I d
by firearms.

1957: Frank Pais, student leader, lay director of the
S d Baptist Church of Cube, and Cuban
revolutionary, is gunned down by the police
force of the dictator Batiste.




Observing the Elections

Heat, Dust, Weariness and Inspiration

- Sharon DiFruscia

As the time approached for my departure to El
Salvador I questioned my usefulness to the people
there during such a crucial period in their struggle
for democracy. I, who have no formal eduction in
political analysis and a limited command of the
Spanish language, who am I to presume I could
take on the role of an “international observer”? A
role that has a two-fold purpose: firstly to be a
support to the people and secondly to give to the
world an unbiased, accurate account of the demo-
cratic process in Salvador. However, with all my
limitations and doubts, I found myself standing in
the airport of San Salvador determined to be as
effective as possible.

I had one week to gamer knowledge of the vot-
ing procedure and what was expected of me in this
process. As the days progressed, the training in-
tensifted and my fears were beginning to fade. As
we trained with forty other “internationals” from
Canada, Australia, Guatemala and the United
States, I came to realize we were all very ordinary
people sent on an extra-ordinary mission, and
somehow we did have a place and a part in this
important event. Apart from the training, a major
cause of my growing confidence was the people.
They were genuinely pleased to see internationals
and they advised us to keep our eyes opened and
assured us of the importance of our presence in
their country. As we sat in on voter education work-
shops in Base Communities we were energized by
the strength and determination of the people.

Now equipped with essential information,
Caryn Kewell (our vital link to understanding the
language), Dennis Stimpson and I were designated
to our observation posts. Caryn was assigned to
Usulutan, Dennis and I to Morazan. Our link was

broken; Dennis and I would have to struggle with
the language on our own. We also learned that we
were the only two who would not have transporta-
tion and accommodation provided for us. We trav-
elled for five hours, on crowded buses, in the back
of pick-up trucks, in flat-bed trucks and on foot.
Tired and dissolute, we arrived at our lodgings - a
small dark hut with a candle for light. Our tired-
ness disappeared and our spirits lifted as we met
with the local people. We had the opportunity to
discuss the obstacles they encountered in the reg-
istration process and the hopes they had in the out-
come. Back in the hut we fell asleep anticipating
tomorrow.

With an hour and a half walk to the polls, we
arose at 4am in order to witness the opening pro-
cedure scheduled for 6am. We were greeted with
people anxious to exercise their right to vote and
with much chaos. For nine hours we sat in the heat
observing the confusion and irregularities of the
Salvadoran electoral process. Five o’clock arrived,
their polls closed and the real confusion began.
The Electoral Junta (who were ill-informed, un-
trained and poorly educated) now had the task of
counting the ballots, filling out forms, and balanc-
ing votes. All this was done in the dark with only
one flashlight. As the votes were being counted,
they looked to me for confirmation of the ballot.
They were not sure of the regulations regarding
the marking of the ballots. Five hours later they
were still trying to make sense out of the numer-
ous forms, still trying to figure out what forms
went in what envelopes, where the uncast ballots
went, et cetera. In desperation they looked at me
and asked for help. I responded in my limited Span-
ish, and made myself understood, and together we
proudly completed what we thought was the im-
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possible. At that moment [ felt useful. Six hours
after the polls closed we were finally finished - or
so we thought. But it would be another hour and a
half before were able to start our trek back to the
hut.

It was two o’ clock in the morning. We had been
up since four, we were tired, we were dirty, and we
were hungry (we had not eaten for two days). But
we were content, we were happy, and we were
grateful for the opportunity we had had to see the
look in the faces of the campesinos as they proudly
voted. We were grateful for the opportunity to wit-

ness the empowerment of the people as they man-
aged, against many obstacles, to accomplish a most
difficult process. We were grateful that they had
allowed us the opportunity to share briefly in their
lives.

As | sat at my desk writing this, back in my
own reality, I no longer question my usefulness;
that is not important. I reflect on my experience
and thank the Salvadorans for what they have given
me: an inner peace, a strength to change, a new
vision, a direction in life, and an example T will
never forget.

Monologue From Ocosingo to San Cristobal

- Eva Bodenstendt, San Cristobal de las Casa, January 12, 1994.
[La Jornada, Mexico, February 13, 1994, page 7].

Chronicle of a monologue on the road from Ocosingo to San Cristobal.
Scene: A mini-bus, theatre of the deaf.

«You’re the press! You want me to say some-
thing? You want me to tell you? Well, listen,
I’'m going to tell you what it’s like to be Indian,
I’'m going to tell you about the life of an In-
dian.» Six passengers fall silent, swallowing
their words at the man’s threatening scream.

In the van that has just left behind an an-
guished Ocosingo for a San Cristobal perme-
ated by hope, no other voice will be heard but
that of Elias.

Even before leaving, his state of mind ex-
poses itself when, exasperated, he knocks the
music box in which a Chaplin moves to the
rhythm of the notes. «I’m bringing it as a present
to my son Homero,» he announces, and every-
body’s eyes turn away to the other side, com-
pletely avoiding those of the Indian Elias.

«You’re the press!» he shouts again, scream-
ing his words in the hope of communicating. The
driver reminds him that he allowed him on the
bus on the condition that he would behave him-
self. Elias becomes quiet and takes a generous
sip of his beer. He puts the little music box away
and waits for Ocosingoto to become lost behind
the curves to turn his face once more to the seat
behind. His breath immobilizes a person in his
forties at his side who fears an untimely encoun-
ter. Elias looks for a moment at the profile simu-
lating inattention and speaks.

«My grandparents were the serfs of Jorge de
la Vega Dominguez. My whole family was there.
We all worked his land. My aunt didn’t know
how to work so they put her fingers in a comal
(clay pan used to make tortillas). She is still
alive and her fingers are still burnt. I, as a son,
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began to understand. On Sundays I brought the
turkeys to the market in San Cristobal. Up here,
on my head, I carried them, I was undemeath.»
His hands show the height of long ago and then
come to rest on the shoulder of his neighbour.

There is no reaction, he doesn’t move away,
no nerves twitch in his neck, no expression of
dislike. The silence of the passengers is a thea-
tre of the deaf.

«Afterwards, my grandma bougflt land, and
still gave half of the harvest to the landlord. The

. }’.’

hens weren’t worth anything either. The land-
lords didn’t want to pay five pesos for one, only
four. I didn’t give in. They always wanted to
pay less for everything. Even with land and hens
we were still deprived. Whatever the Indian pro-
duced was hoarded by the landowners and the
Indian couldn’t say anything because he would
be beaten.»

«Then,» he emphasized, «it was 1970 and I

was a child. Yesterday I turned 37 and I’ve al-
ready experienced what it is to be excluded and
rejected.»

Elias drinks from his beer, celebrating his
birthday. He offers, «I agree with the rebellion
of the Zapatistas.» He shouts and the silence in
the minibus is broken by the tension. Someone
lets out a breath and asks for clemency. In front,
on all sides, the first army checkpoint.

«Yes, listen carefully everybody, I agree with
them» says Elias, «the reason is just, we ask for
justice. We’re not asking
for anything else but jus-
tice, and if I talk too
much let them kill me. In-
dians always have kept
quiet but now we have
awakened in arms.»

Elias’ fist strikes the
roof of the van and the
passengers’ heads sink
into their shoulders.

«We have taken up
arms but this isn’t a war,
it’s a show of strength so
that we be respected. You
know! Here in Chiapas
we’ve recovered the intel-
ligence they took away
from us. You think there
was cement in Chiapas? There was no cement,
nor steel rods but we have Palenque, Bonampak,
Yachilan. No, Chiapas didn’t have anything,
only our intelligence which we have to recover.
Because they have beaten up our intelligence.
They beat our heads with iron and sticks, with
exclusion, with ignorance, with whips and lies,
and as they beat our foreheads they leave us like
jackasses, like the drunk I am, ever since
Columbus arrived in 1492 .»

Cmn ki ek IS et et acim

P . . . " "= S S P S . . S
B < B . N N N N N ~ N . ~ . “ - N
L oad omem o o

e ala ol ol ol W oW ol

q°

P"‘""“‘ﬁ.‘



DU UU VULV ULOUUVUUOUUUUUVUUVUDUVUVUUUJUJUUUJUUJUUUUUUUJUUUJUUJUUYU G @ o o

The history of Mexico flows from Elias’ lips
with sadness and precision.

«Bastards, bastard Absalon and Patrocinio!».
His fist stirs the tension and opens and his hands
spread wide and his fingers seam to want to
caress the land that speeds away as the evening
light bathes the mountain sides.

The van comes to a stop and the army open
the doors. Only some have to get out. Outside
Elias raises his arms and the hands of the sol-
diers run over his body. He’s the only Indian
and all eyes fall on him. From his bag they take
out a pair of sandals, the Chaplin music box, a
radio and a can of beer that is not retumed.
Everyone’s eyes are on Elias. Then, everyone
looks at the soldiers. All the looks become criss-
crossed and the smiles are muted.

The press corps waits inside the bus. The rest
re-enter the bus. Elias as well.

Now he sits on his knees and his body sways
backwards. His face is very close, his straight
bangs fall against his wide forehead which he
continues to strike with his open hand while the
other crumples the half empty can of warm beer.

His white and healthy teeth show a first smile.
«Our rebelliousness comes from the heart, from
our conscience. This is the rebellion of indig-
enous poor people. I'm not scared anymore of
the landowners nor of the ladinos; 1 have no
land, I have nothing. I’'m worth 15 pesos be-
cause I’'m a bricklayer’s helper and I make
houses for others. What can I buy with 15 pe-
sos for my children and my wife?»

He finishes drinking the now warm liquid and
his words pour out again, bursting out of a mind

scarred by centuries of silence.

«When are they going to respect us? Do we

have to take up arms? Do we have to cry out of
hunger? When will they respect us? The army
searched the houses; when they came they told
us to go under the beds, and they took away my
sister. She was found in Palenque. There was a
mean soldier who said to me «and you, bastard,
what do you want? You are a Zapatista», and
he hit me and he humiliated me. I walked for
four days from Ocosingo to San Cristobal, hid-
ing in shacks, because I’'m a teacher and they
know me. I speak Tzetzal, Tzotzil, Chol and
Spanish; thank God I speak Spanish and I have
read a lot. I read The Iliad and that is why my
son is named Homero. 1 also read E! Tiempo
and La Jornada.»

The atmosphere in the bus rises in tempera-
ture. The driver stares at the rear-view mirror.
Some open windows and the cold air strikes the
skin of those who are anxious to arrive at their
destination.

«And if they kill our father Samuel,* if they
kill him,» he threatens, «that, Mexico will not
stand for. It won’t bear it because he is the fa-
ther of the Indians and we will multiply like ants;
we’re going to sting like ants all over, wherever
we spring forth. It’s best they look after him,
because he is our Hidalgo,** who brought inde-
pendence and abolished slavery.»

The last military checkpoint before arriving
in San Cristobal. The night finally consumes the
light. The soldiers press their faces against the
windows and let us through.

* Samuel. Don Samuel Ruiz, bishop of San
Cristobal de las Casas in Chiapas. Don Samuel
is an avid supporter of the indigenous people.

** Hidalgo. A priest who led a popular up-
rising against the Spanish early in the nineteenth
Century.



Monday 4 Tuesday 2 sday
Ex 32:15-24,30-34 Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9,28 Ex 34:29-35
St. Ignatius of Loyola Matt 13:31-35 Alphonsus Ligouri Matt 13:3643 Matt 13:44-46
1498: Colombus arrives in Trinidad 1975: Asien Siu, 18 year old student, martyr in the 1981: Carlos Pérez Alonso, priest, apostie to the
1981: Omar Torrijos of Panama dies in an Nicaraguan revolution sick and imprisoned, is disappeared in
“accident” 1879: Massacre of Chota, Peru Guatemala
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Lydia Ex 40:16-21,31-38 Lev 23:1,4-11,15-16,27,34b-37 Lev 25:8-17
4 Matt 13:47-53 Matt 13:54-58 Matt 14:1-12
1976: James Weeks and Antonio Velarde, La 1879: Alirio Napoleon Macias, priest, shot down at  1499: Alonso de Ojeda amives in Colombla
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1819: Bollvar is victorious at Boyaca

7 Montay 8

Numb 11:4b-15

Matt 14:13-21

esday 9 . Wednesday

Numb 12:1-13 Numb 13:2-3a,26; 14:26-30,34-35
Matt 14:22-26 Matt 15:21-28
1945: The United States drops an atomic bomb on

Nagasaki

1991: Miguel Tomaszek and Zbigniew
Strzalkowski, franciscan missionaries in
Peru
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. Thursday
: 1 0 Lawrence Numb 20:1-13
Matt 16:13-23
1809: First prociamation of Ecuador's independ-
ence. National holiday
1977: Jesus Alberto Pdez Vargas, father of four, is
kidnapped and disappeared in Peru

1

_ Friday

Martin of Tours

Deut 4:32-40
Matt 16:24-28

' Saturday
1 2 Deut 6:4-13
Matt 17:14-18

1524: Pedro de Alvarado conquers the Quiche
people in Guatemala

1976: 17 bishops, 38 priests, religious and
Latinamerican lay people are detained by
the police while they are mesting in

Riobamba, Ecuador
1983: Maria Alves, labor leader, is

assassinated in Brazil

19th Sunday of Ordinary Time

Wis 18:6-9
Heb 11:1-2 9
Luke 12:32-48

1521: After 80 days of siege, the city of Mexico-
Tenochtilan, falls. Cuauhtemoc is taken
prisoner and approximately 240,000 die

E
1
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22

29




14 Monda; | 15 ‘l‘li;sd;y‘“f Nednesday

Maxmilian Kolbe Deut 10:12-22 Rev 11:18a, 12:1-8a,10ab Deut 34:1-12

Matt 17:21-26 Feast of the Assumption 1 Cor 15:20-26 Matt 18:15-20 \,

1818: Francisco de Miranda dies in prison Luke 1:39-58  1976: Coco Erbetta, catechist, is marytered in
Argentina \s
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The colonizers "had as their ultimate aim, gold, to become rich and within a  Evangelization was experienced by us as the religious as-
%+ short while attain high rank" Bartolomé de las Casas in "A Short History of the  pect in a process of military, political and cultural domina-
"+ Destruction of the Indians" tion, - L.Boff
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Josh 3:7-10a,11,13-17 Josh 24:1-13

Matt 18:21 - 19:1 Matt 18:3-12 Matt 19:13-15
1527: The chief Lempira dies during & peace 1981: Attempted coup d'Etat in the USSR

conference in Honduras
1952: Alberto Hurtado, Chilean priest, apostie to
the poor.

nday of Ordinary Time

Jer 35 46.3-10

Heb 12:1-4

Luke 12:48-53

1778: The general Bemardo O'Higgins is bomn
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Judges 6:11-24a

Judges 2:11-19 Rose of Lima Judges 9:6-15
Matt 19:16-22 Matt 19:23-30 Matt 20:1-16a
1971: Maurice Lefevre, Canadian oblate 1948: The World Council of Churches is founded
missionary, is assassinated in Bolivia during 1975: The National institute of the Indians is
a coup d’Etat created in Paraguay

0. every act of evangelization. In the light of such we will undertake to promote a new economic, social and political order which respects
2. peoples' dignity. Santo Domingo document of the Latinamerican Catholic Bishops' Canference (CELAM)

In continuity with Medellin and Puebla we are taking on with renewed vigor the option for the poor, the option which will ilhuminate our
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24 Thursday 2
Bartholomew Rev21:9b-14 Ruth 1:1,3-8,14b-16,22

John 1:45-51 José de Calasanz Matt 22:3440
1617: Rose of Lima, the first saint and patron of 1825: independence of Uruguay. National holiday
the Americas, is canonized by Clement X 1991: Alessandro Dordi Negroni, missionary, Peru
1977: The First Congress of Negro Cultures in the
Americas is held

Friday

._ 26 Saturday

Ruth 2:1-3,8-11; 4:13-17
Matt 23:1-12
1668: The Medelilin Conference begins
1977: Felipe de Jesus Chacon, campesino and
catechist, is assassinated by security forces
in E) Salvador

21st Sunday of Ordinary Time

27 Isaiah 66 18-21
Monica

Heb 12.3-7. 11413
Luke 13.22-30

BB eonin




28

Augustine 1Thes 1:1:5,8b-10
Matt 231322

ey

Martyrdom of John the Baptist Mark 8, 1720

1533: Baptism and death of Atahualpa

1986: Despite the cardinal of Ric de Janeiro's
prohibition the 3rd Meeting of biack
Religious Seminarians and Priests of Ric de
Janeiro is held.

sday

1 Thes 2:9-13
Matt 23:27-32

About half a million matemal deaths per year
are recorded. Unsafe abortions cause a sig-

‘i nificant proportion of them.

Houschold saints don't make miracles.
- Brazilian proverb.

There is no right to be sad. A christian al-
ways should have a heart filled with joy.
- Oscar Romero, May 20, 1979
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Zumbi, the Man From Palmares and the

Quilombos

- David Raimundo dos Santos

The Republic of Palmares was an autonomous enclave in Algoas State in northeastern Brazil
during the period 1605-94; it was formed by the coalescence of as many as 10 separate communities
(called quilombos) of fugitive black slaves. Between 1680-86, six Portuguese expeditions attempted to
conquer Palmares and failed. Finally, the governor of Pernambuco engaged an army of bandeirantes *
which defeated the “palmarista” force on February 6, 1694, putting an end to the republic. - Encyclo-

pedia Britannica

To talk of Zumbi one has to know something about
the hideouts for runaway slaves (quilombos in Por-
tuguese) principally about the quilombo in Palmares,
where he dedicated his entire life to the struggle for
liberation of his Black People. In the official history
books almost nothing is said of the struggles against
slavery.

The owners of the sugar plantations controlled
the slaves with the most extreme violence. Quilombos
arose throughout Brazil during the ime of Black slav-
ery. The quilomb o was the place where Blacks were
free. In the quilombo there was a type of society very
different from that of today. There were big and smatl
quilombos and they had links between them. They
maintained commercial relations between' different
places. The Palmareans cultivated rice, beans, cas-
sava, sugarcane, potatoes and vegetables as well as
various types of fruit. Some Palmareans knew a great
deal about iron metallurgy thanks to techniques
brought from Africa. Some quilombos were of great
significance such as the quilombo of Ambrosio, in
Minas Gerais, which grew to more than 10,000 in-
habitants. When it was destroyed, anew one arose in
the same place, that of Campo Grande, blgger than
the quilombo in Ambrosio.

The quilombo in Palmares resisted for 100 years;
it onginated before 1600, the exact year unknown.
In Palmares there were 11 recognized communities.
Each community had its own chief, recognized for
his strength, intelligence and skills. There were nig-
orous laws, with the death penalty for theft, adultery,

homicide, and so forth. What united the communi-
ties was the fact that they all struggled for freedom
against oppression and exploitation.

The region of Palmares got its name becausethere
was a large amount of Palm groves and a thick forest
full of dangerous animals. It also had many moun-
tains and cliffs. Documents from this period attest
that Palmares was a true Black state. Attacks and
persecution were frequent, but all of the settlers’ as-
saults on Palmares ended in failure. The surrender of
Ganga Zumba, the chief of Palmares, was only due
to false promises.

Zumbi was taken prisoner when he was still a
new bom. He was handed over to a priest, who made
him an altar boy and taught him Latin and Portu-
guese. At the age of 15 Zumbi ran away to Palmares,
but returned several times to Porto Calvo, where he
used to live, to visit his father. At a very young age,
Zumbi was already the chief of one of the communi-
ties. As decided by Ganga Zumba in 1678, Zumbi

- moved on to become the chief of the Armed Forces

of Palmares. To Zumbi the most important thing was
not for him to live free on his own, but to liberate all
Blacks who were still slaves.

Ganga Zumba, chief of the quilombo before
Zumbi, was betrayed to the Portuguese by friends.
They poisoned Ganga Zumba and assassinated his
trusted allies, Juan Mulato Canhongo, Amaro and
Gaspar. The rest of his followers were shared out

among the land barons of the region. The governor .*~

-
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and eventhe King of Portugal sent messages to Zumbi
offering him a pardon, freedom and land for him and
his family if he would put down his arms. Zumbi
never gave in. From 1670 to 1680 the Portuguese
made 25 attacks against the quilombo of Palmares.

Domingo Jorge Velho “El Bandeirante”, blinded
by hate, unleashed his madness by cutting the throats
of 200 Indians. In 1692 Father Antonio Viera wrote
to the King of Portugal, saying that there was no
way to negotiate with the inhabitants of the quilombos
and that the only solution was to totally destroy
Palmares.

Portugal had to put together the strongest army
in all its colonial history: it brought together five thou-
sand men and six cannons. A huge battle took place
in 1695. In the forest, Zumbi tried to reorganize his
army. He was seen in Penedo (Alogoas) in charge of
a group, looking for arms and ammunition. There
were several groups of armed Blacks in the woods.
One of these was commanded by Antonio Soares,

who was captured by the bandeirantes from Sao
Paulo. The Sao Paulists attacked but the Blacks did
not give in: they preferred to die. On the 20th of No-
vember 1695 Zumbi died. His head was found cut
off and displayed in the public plaza in Recife. Sev-
eral Palmareans went to Paraiba, where with other
Blacks and Indians they founded a quilombo at
Cumbe, which was very combative and survived until
1731. The lands of Palmares eventually were divided
among the sugarcane plantation owners.

In 1986, acting upon the demands of the Black
community, the lands where the Palmares quilombo
Serra da Barriga stood were set aside by the Federal
Govemment and a monument to Zumbi was erected,
where each year public ceremonies and celebrations
occur on the 20th of November.

* Bandeirantes were members of colonial expe-
ditions in Brazil whose purpose was to capture runa-
way slaves as well as to find gold and precious stones.

A Psalm for Zumbi

Zumbi, like Moses, was saved from the wa-
ters and reared in the Pharaoh’s palace. Al-
though educated by priests, he remained true
to the culture of his people, fully accepting it.
God anointed him to save his enslaved people.

We too have saints!

Zumbi, the man from Palmares, symbol of
the contradictions of his times, pillar of faith-
fulness to his race and to the ideal of freedom,
having embarked on the path of true faith, was
exposed to the opposing values of an oppres-
sive world. Nevertheless, he strongly adopted
the evangelical ideal-of an authentic and shar-
ing brotherhood. Embracing that which was
worthy, he always accepted the ultimate con-
sequences.

- The Commission of Black Seminarians, Religious and Priests

We too have saints!

Palmares was a promised land for Blacks |
and a haven of freedom. Zumbi, the new Mo-
ses, a spirited and daring guide, led the Black
people on the path to this land of total sharing, |
Although raised far from his roots, he saw the
suffering of his marginalized people. Zumbi |
asked for the strength, courage, enthusiasm-and
perseverance needed to struggle for his people,
whom he felt called upon to liberate. Faithina |
God who struggles for the oppressed taught him
brotherhood’s true meaming. In this, he recov-
ered the heritage of the cultural and religious
values of the Black people.

We too have saints!
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Why 1s Cuba Such a Nuisance?

- Fray Betto

The downfall of socialism in Eastern Europe, the
Sandinista defeat in Nicaragua, the repression of the
Chinese students in Tiananmen Square, and the sud-
den break-up of the Soviet Union, are reasons for en-
thusiasm for those who proclaim the “end of history”
and the irreversible victory of the market economy.
However, for those who dare to dream about sharing
life with everybody, those events have produced be-
wilderment and discouragement, or even the
Abrahamic wish to rescue hope “against all hope.”

In the middle of this devastation, Cuba resists. It
is the only country in the Western hemisphere that
established socialism and that, just 400 kilometres
from the USA. For those who give credence to the
sibylline predictions of Francis Fukuyama - as Antonio
Callado says, an example of modemity, because he is
an American with a Japanese face and name - when
history is finished, fatality remains and implacably
erases from the map everything that resists the dicta-
torship of the market. Socialism would have caught
an incurable disease, and Cuba would be in the termi-
nal phase. In Miami, the Cuban millionaire Mas
Canosa already has the new Cuban constitution ready,
while many exiled families pay huge sums to a com-
pany that will rescue all the properties (houses, man-
sions, plantations, factories, enterprises) expropriated
by the Revolution. Inthe neo-liberal wave that sweeps
the planet, with the growing privatisation of public
services, Cuban statism is considered to be a little
dinosaur brought to the Museum of History, who,
frozen in his ideas, refuses to die.

Why is Cuba such a nuisance? It is a country
with 11 million people, isolated in four ways: by ge-
ography, by the American blockade, by the end of
the Soviet Union, and by the lack of hard currency.
A nation whose bad media profile is second only to
Sadam Hussein’s Iraq; it is governed by a bloody
dictator, who enjoys sending the opposition to the
firing squad, who does not respect human rights and
does not admit political opposition. “If only Cuba
would allow political pluralism,” some people say,
“it would be easier to defend its Revolution.” “If at
least they stopped the firing squads,” others say, “it
could not be accused of barbarism.” And why does
not Fidel Castro run for the presidency along with
other candidates?

Cuba is a nuisance, but not for the above men-
tioned reasons, so often trotted out by the media. That
is just a speck of dust in the eye. Cuba is a nuisance
because it says no to capitalism and because it is the
only Latin American country that acquired a respect-
able standard of living for the majority of its popula-
tion. In Cuba there are no abandoned street children
as in Brazl, no multitudes of illiterates as in the
mountains of Bolivia, no multitudes of unemployed
people as in Peru, no millionaire families indifferent
to beggars as in the posh neighbourhoods of Cara-
cas, no countryside estate-owners that kill
campesinos, as in the Guatemalan forests. Cuba is
not a paradise, but in a continent of destitute people
anybody who can eat is a king, There, socialism
granted biologjcal survival (in 1993, 10 children died

guides and unites the Black people.

Although conquered through treason, his
ideals remain unconquered. They, like his re-
sistance, live on today in us.

Known from birth as Zumbi, he lived an ex-

Zumbi, the man of courage and resistance,
awaited.

ceptional life and was the one Whomhxs fpeqple

We too have saints!

Zumbi is the good news—good news for op-
pressed people. Only by learning about
Palmares and its history may we discover the




of every 1,000 bom alive), access to school, health,
work, and a respectable salary to everybody. There
are problems, and many of them, such as the room-
ing houses in Old Havana, the shanty towns in San-
tiago de Cuba, the poor distribution of products, the
black market, the growing prostitution in Havana,
and the lack of political mechanisms that both allow
the dissatisfied and the dreamers to voice criticisms
and alternatives, without the risk of being marked as
counter-revolutionaries.

The Revolution became accustomed to
monoculture and sugar exports, confirming the in-
ternational division of labour imposed first by Spain,
then by the USA, and finally by the Soviet Union.
No attempt was made to create an industrial infra-
structure, maybe because Cuba couinted on the per-
manence of its marriage with Russia. Well, even in
indissoluble marriages, one of the partners eventu-
ally dies. What industry the country had was centred
on civil works and the manufacture of basic con-
sumer goods: for home, school, sports, or culture.
The intention was to give the nation a well-being that
had been denied.

Cuba has unmasked the hypocrisy of the liberal
discourse that promises development, freedom, and
peace for everybody. After 100 years of the market
economy in Latin America, there is a panorama of
desolation. Seventy per cent of the population lives
below the poverty line and forty per cent in extreme
poverty. One million malnourished children on the
continent die each year. Moreover, there is no doubt
today that there never was an altruistic intent in the
dollars sent to our countries by the First World. Be-
hind each dollar there was the certainty of a lucrative
investment and the increase of political dependency,

thanks to the corruption of authorities and the ex-
panding interests of cartels and trans-national enter-
prses. The Alliance for Progress did not satisfy the
hunger of the population of the Brazilian north-east
but it greatly diminished the sense of being Brazilian
among the region’s elite. The loans always came to
our countries tied to specific projects and, above all,
in search of profits and interest, making the external
debt an etemal one, a monetary version of cultural
dependency.

Cuba dared to unmask that mechamsm that makes
Latin America, and Africa and Asia for that matter
of fact, regions of death. In our countries we are bom
to die. Only in Cuba, are the fruits of the earth and
human labour fratemally shared. The Revolution
brought about agranan and urban reforms, allowing
everybody to have a roof over their head and extend-
ing the night to own land to the campesinos. The
literacy campaign eradicated ignorance. Blacks, chil-
dren of blue-collar workers and campesinos, and
women, all of whom who would be condemned to
sub-employment, to marginalization, or to delin-
quency in our countries, in Cuba are doctors or engj-
neers, work in scientific research or teach at the Uni-
versity, win gold medals at the Olympics and write
beautiful pages of art history.

I consider Jesus’ advice to be of capital impor-
tance: let he who has not sinned cast the first stone.
How can I throw stones at Cuba if Ilivein a country
and a continent that produce more deaths than lives?
How can I condemn Cuba for its mistakes when I
know very well what happens inside the Church?
And how can I demand that David throw away his
sling, if Goliath, ever so near, is threatening to squash
him?

Good News of Jesus as lived through the ideal
of liberty. For others, the pioneer’s Evangel was
blasphemous. Yet, the religious feeling of the
Black people is tied to the Evangel of ‘Christ
Himself.

We too have saints! ..

To me, Palmares means a communitarian ex-
periment, imbued with the spint of the Evangel.
To me, Zumbi is the saint of the Black struggle.
1 see in him, both the hand of God wanting to
save His people, and other Black saints who
sought to free their people from slavery,

We too have saints!
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31

Ramoén Nonato

1 Thes 3:7-13

Matt 24:42-51

1925: United States marines leave Haiti after ten
years of occupation

1862: Independence of Trinidad and Tobago

1988: Leonidas Proafio, "bishop of the Indians”,

Matt 25:1-13

1871: Julio Expésito, student, 19 years old,
Christian militant, martyr of the Uruguayan
people struggle, assassinated by the police.

1878: Meeting of the CNBB commission whose

1 Thes 4:1-8

day

1 Thes 4:9-11

Matt 25:14-30

Jaquadag

Ecuador task was to slaborate a text on the Negro in
Brazil. Initially, the Black Unity and
Conscience group was formed from this
commission, and later the Black Pastoral
Agents.
1978: Jesus Jimé pesino, Delegate of the
Word, martyr of the Good News to the poor
in El Salvador, assassinated.
d Sunday of Ordinary Time
1976: Ramon Pastor Bogarin, bishop, founder of
the University of Asuncion, prophet of the
Church in Paraguay.
August September Octeber
S MT WTE § $ MT WTE § $§ MT WTE §
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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sday

4 zMonday y

Albert Schweitzer 1 Thes 4: 13-16

1 Thes 5:1-6,9-11 Col 1, 1-18
Luke 4:16-30 Luke 4:31-37 Luke 4:38-44
1970: Electoral victory of the Popular Unity of . 1839: Martyrdom of Manusel Congo, leader of
Chile. . Quilombo de Vassouras, Rio de Janeiro,
1984: André Jurin, priest, killed by a bullet shot by Brazil.
the police while he was reading the Bible in 1875: The World Council of Aboriginal Peoples is

the La Victoria shanty town, in Santiag created in Port Albemi, Canada.
Chile.

—
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Scratch tothe bane, accept bafflement and perplexity in all their depth, donot omit questions (especially the most difficult anes). Accept that
what characterizes this historic moment isthe disintegration of all the bench marks of certainty, and admit certamnty only in ethical convic-
tions. - Gerardo Cadmo Umg.myan historian.
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Luke 5:1-11
1822: Brazii independence. National holiday.

g Friday

Mary's birthday ~ Matt 1:1-16,18-23

1522: John Sebastian Elcanc compietes the first
trip around the world.

1974: Ford grants Nixon “complete and absolute
pardon for all the crimes that he commitied
of could have committed while being
President”.

International Literacy Day. There are 1,000
million adults in the world that do not know
how to read or write; 100 million children of
school age that do not have a place where to
leam.

9 Saturday

Peter Claver Col 1:21-23

Luke 6:1-5
1613: Uprising of Larl Qéixa, Bolivia (Aymaras,
Quichuas, and forest people confront the
Spaniards).
1854: Pedro Claver, apostie of the black siaves in
Cartagena, Colombla.

Cunday of Ordinary Time
Vs 9.13-19

-10 7

ke 14 25-33

1924: The U.S. marines occupy several Honduran
cifies to support Washington's favourite
presidertial candidate.
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1 1 Monday

1 2 Tuesday

1 3 Wednesday

Col 1:24-2:3 Col 2:6-15 Col 3:1-11
Luke 6:6-11 Luke 6:12-18 John Chrysostom Luke 6:20-26
1973: Coup d'état in Chile against the constitu- 1877: Martyrdom of Steve Biko in the prison of the  1548: Juan de B: tracts his previ
tional President Salvador Allende. white regime of South Africa. opinion that Indians are beasts.
1989: Valdicio Barbosa dos Santos, rural iabour 1588: Bloody rebellion of the Mapuches in Chile.
unionist of Pedro Canario (ES), Brazil. 1980: Nobel Peace Prize winner Adoifo Pérez
Esquivel, Argent itect, jailed and
tortured.
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The law of Caiphas: the harassed person should be harassed.
- Mexican proverb.

When they donot cause any more trouble, then they are cananised.
- Pedro Casaldaliga.
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14 Thursday

Numb 21:4-8
Exaltation of the Cross Phil 2:6-11
John 3:13-17  1821:
1856: Battle of San Jacinto, downfall of William
Walker,in Nicaragua. 1842:

1873: Miguel Woodward, Chilean priest, martyr of
the workers of Valparaiso, assassinated
after the military coup of 1973, 1974;

1981:

15 Friday

Heb 5:7-8

John 19:25-27 or Luke 2:33-35
Independence of Central America. National
holiday in all Central American countries.
Francisco de Morazén, Central American
unionist, is executed in San José, Costa
Rlca.
Antonio Llidé, Spanish priest, disappeared,
martyr in the Chilean jails.
Pedro Pio Cortés, Aboriginal Achi, catechist
and delegate of the Word, in Rabinal, Baja
Verapaz, Guatemaia.

. Saturday
1 6 1Tim 1:15-17
Luke 8:43-48

1501: The king authorises the Governor of the
Caribbean islands to import black slaves.

1821: Mexican independence. National Holiday.

19831: The Brazilian Black Front is established in
Sio Paulo, later it was violently shut off by
Getidio Vargas.

1855: Civilian-milltary rebellion that overthrows the
constitutional President Juan Domingo
Peron.

1983: William “Guadalupe™ Camey, Jesuit of
American origin, sharing the struggle of his

Honduran people, assassinated.

24th Sunday of Ordinary Tirne
Ex 32:7-11 13-14

1 Tim 112-47
Luke 15:1-32

1645: Juan Macias, Dominican brother, confessor
of the faith and servant of the poor in
colonial Peru.

1980: Augusto Cotto, a Salvadoran Baptist
involved with the popular conflict, dies in an

accident.

pl
1981:John David Troyer, American missionary, [ s
martyr of the Guatemalan justice D
1982: Alirio, Carios, and Fabiin Buitrago, Giraldo  jgu mem}
irez, and M Marin, 1

catechists of the Cocoma parish, éolombin,
are | d.
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}im 3:1-13

Monday . 1 'Wednesday

1

1Tim 2:1-8 1 Tim 3:14-16
Dag Hammarskjoid ~ Luke 7:1-10 Luke 7:11-17 Andrés Kim, Fausta Luke 7:31-35
1810: Chilean independence. National holiday. 1973: Juan Alsina, Spanish priest, assassinated by  1519: Ferdinand Magellan departs from Sanitcar.
1945: Getilio Vargas signs a decree re-opening Pinochet's police, martyr of the Chilean 1977: The Aboriginal peoples of Latin America are
immigration to Brazil. This decree only people. heard for the first ime in the Palace of
permits the entrance of persons according 1883: Independence of St. Kiit's and Nevis. Nations, Geneva.
to the “need to preserve and develop, in the National holiday. 1978: Francisco Luls Espinoza, priest, and martyr
ethnic composition of the country, the most  1985: Earthquake in Mexico city. compaderos in Esteli, Nicaragua.
convenlent ch lics of its Europ 1979: Apolinar Serrano, José Lopez, Félix Salas,
ancestry”. and Patricia Puertas, martyr campasinos
1968: The "‘Rosariazo” popular uprising. The police and labour union leaders in El Salvador.

force is overwhelmed by the citizens and
the army is forced to negotiate peace.

Between 3,000 and 4,000 languages are spoken i the world. At least part of the Bible can be read in 2,062 languagw,wbﬂeithubem

totally translated into only 337 languages. The New Testament is in 799 languages. Africa readsthe Bible m 587 languages, Asia n 513,
America in 429, Oceania in 341, and Europe in 189 mcludmg Esperanto, an artificial language.
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Thursday

Matthew Eph 4:1-7,11-13
Matt :9-13
1526: The first Spaniard amives at the shores of
Ecuador.
1981: Ind dence of Belize. N | Holiday.

22: F ‘ da‘lT{a:Z-‘lZ

Luke 8:1-3
1882: Slavery is legally abolished in the United
States.

23 Saturday

1Tim 6:13-16
Lino and Tecla Luke 8:4-15
1888: The ‘Lares cry” (Puerto Rico): Ramon E.
Betances initiates the independence
movement and emancipates the slaves.
1805: Francisco de Paula Victor dies. He was a
black priest considersed to be a great saint.
The biack community fights for his
beatification.
1973: Pablo Neruda dies.

25th Sunday of Ordinary Time

Amos §'4-7
T 2 1-8
Luke 16:1-13

1553: Caupolican, a Mapuche leader, is sxecuted.

Day of the Bible in several Latin American
countries.




Esdras 1:1-8 Esdras 6:7-8,12,14-20 Vincent de Paul Esdras 9:5-9
Sergio de Radonezh Luke 8:16-18 Luke 8:18-21 Luke 9:1-8
1874: Lazaro Condo and Cristobal Pajufia, martyr 1879: Guido Ledn dos Santos, hero of the working
Inos of the Ecuadorian people, class, killed by police repression in Minas,
Ct {eaders of their ites in the Brazil,
fight for the agrarian reform, i d 1890: Sister Agustina Rivas, Good Shepherd nun,
in Riobamba, Ecuador. martyr in Peru.

- Where is the centre of the Universe?, asked Dofla Hortensia looking at the stars from the door of the chapel in Boca do Acre, Amazons.
- Frei Betto.

- In every one of us, answered Dan Antero.
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551 BC: Birth of Confucius in China

1871: The ‘taw of the free womb" is signed in Brazil. k
Violertly separates the black children from their
parents, who remain slaves. As a conse-
quence of this law, the first “abandoned
children” appeared on the sireets.

1885: The ‘law of the sexagenarian” tirows on the
sreet psople who are oider than 80. They are
already exhausted by excessive slave work,
and this increases the number of beggars.

28 ursd_ay

Luke 9:7-8

29 Friday

Dan 7:9-10,13-14
Michael, Gabriel, Raphael John 1:47-51
1606: Second armed imtervention of the USA in
Cuba. It will last 2 years and 4 months.

30 Saturday

Jerome Zac 2:1-5,10-11a
Luke 9:44b45
1655: Coroniila and companeros, indian chiefs,
martyrs of the liberation of their people in
Argentina.
1981: Honorio Alejandro Nufez, delegate of the
Word and seminarian, martyr of the battles
of the Honduran people.

26th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Amos 6:12.4-7

1Tim 6:11-16
Luke 16:19-31

1542: Start of the Araucania war.

1991: The army expels the constitutional President
of Hal, Aristide, and starts a massacre of
hundreds of Haitians.

Intsmational day of the Senior Citizens.

A call to recognise the rights of the older
people: a decent pension, protection against
destitution.

5
2
9

16

23
3
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Liberalism and Social Exclusion in Latin

America

- Ana Mana Ezcurra
Instituto de Estudios y Accion Social, Buenos Aires, Argentina

1) Poverty, a security problem.

Interviewed at a meeting in Washington,
UNESCO Director General Federico Mayor
Zaragoza declared poverty to be a “security prob-
lem of intemational dimensions.” His was not an
isolated voice. Indeed, at the same meeting, the
President of the Intemational Development Bank
(BID), Enrique Iglesias, sounded an alarm on the
risk of “social explosions” in Latin America, while
his advisor, Louis Emmen), referred to a “social
time-bomb” in the subcontinent. Joao Baena
Soares, the Secretary General of the Organization
of American States (OAS), wamed that in the ab-
sence of “immediate and concerted action the ac-
cumulation of unfulfilled demands will go beyond
any possibility of finding a way to meet them.”

There is nothing new in such concemns on the
part of international (and regional) organizations,
although they are now expressed more widely and
more emphatically. In fact, it was at the end of the
1980s that the advanced North recognized poverty
as a challenge on a global scale. This led to the
World Bank’s saying in its 1990 World Develop-
ment Report that “No task should command a
higher priority for the world’s policy-makers than
that of reducing global poverty.” The report went
on to recommend that global poverty reduction
should henceforth become the basic mission of the
World Bank.

These worries stem from overwhelming evi-
dence of the enormous and rapid growth in the
extent and severity of poverty. The 1980s saw a
dramatic worsening of the already very unequal

3
“

relations between North and South, causing “the
poor . . . to be increasingly excluded from the mar-
ket, both domestic and intemational,” (according
to the 1992 Report on Human Development of the
United Nations Development Programme, UNDP).
In 1993, the World Bank estimated that 1.1 billion
people in the “developing world” lived in poverty
(according to 1990 figures). This estimate is in fact
a blatant distortion of reality, since it is based on a
poverty threshold of $1 per day.

Poverty is perceived to be a security risk, in
that it can become a source of instability, under-
mining the political legitimacy and viability (above
all in democratic regimes) of the prevailing eco-
nomic model. Such reasoning finds crude expres-

, sion in the words of the World Bank’s
1990 Report “In the time that it takes
to read this paragraph, approxi-
mately one hundred children will
} have been bom, six in the industri-
" alized countries and ninety-four in
the developing countries. Here, then,
is the global challenge. Quite apart
from what happens within the ad-
vanced economies, long-term global
prosperity and security depend, because of the
strength of numbers, on development (the reduc-
tion of poverty).”

The 1980s not only produced a mushrooming
of poverty and inequality, they were also the years
dunng which core capitalism promoted the step-
by-step implementation of a free market economic
model worldwide. Thus social exclusion and
neoliberalism go hand in hand. In other words, the
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social exclusion which now troubles the North is
the direct consequence of the economic policies that
it has promoted.

2) Structural Adjustment in Latin America

In 1990, according to the Regional Anti-pov-
erty Project (UNDP) figures, the Latin American
poverty rate was 61.5%. The World Bank acknowl-
edged that in the 1980s Latin America and the Car-
ibbean (together with sub-Saharan Africa) was the
region most affected by the increase in both the
extent and depth of poverty. The UN Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC) declared the 1980s to have been a “lost
decade” for the area. In reality, it was the decade
of structural adjustment. Structural adjustment was
(and is) the economic policy that gives shape to
the neoliberal paradigm.

What do “structural adjustment” and
“neoliberalism” mean when they are put into prac-
tice? What are their most important and enduring
tenets? Structural adjustment is a strategy that es-
pouses open markets (as the best and most effi-
cient way to organize the production and distribu-
tion of goods and services), promoting the crea-
tion of export-oriented economies. It emphasizes
productivity (as an engine of growth). Structural
adjustment programmes involve a fundamental
antagonism to the state’s role as regulator of the
economy. For this reason, they are not limited to
the pursuit of macro-economic stability ¢for ex-
ample, reduction of inflation, control of the fiscal
deficit). They also necessarily include reforms to
the political structure.

The neoliberal paradigm has had (and has) a
significant worldwide impact, constituting one of
the most vigorous and lasting legacies of the “con-
servative revolution” which took place in the ad-
vanced North, and particularly in the United States
during the 1980s. Its success is derived in good
measure from the political pressure exercised by

the principal international financial
institutions. As was especially ap-
parent in Latin America, “structural
adjustment” was imposed on in- [
debted countries by the IMF, with A Al
the support of the World Bank, as a
means of resolving the debt cnisis.

In other words, the Latin Ameni-
can states surrendered a large part
of their decision-making power to the intemnational
financial institutions. The external debt thus be-
came a powerful instrument of interference in the
hands of core capitalism, leading Latin America
into even greater dependence. Structural adjust-
ment means the reorganization of indebted econo-
mies for the benefit of their creditors. It is, there-
fore, a key long-term strategy for the advanced
North.

Trade interests are also at play, as is particu-
larly evident with regard to the United States. In
fact, the rebuilding of U.S. national economic
strength is the main priority of the Clinton admin-
istration’s foreign policy. Hence trade, which is
considered to be of vital importance to North
American security, has assumed a key function in
foreign policy. U.S. economic growth and job crea-
tion are increasingly dependent on exports. An-
other U.S. policy priority is to expand and stimu-
late the global market economy and to work to-
wards an international order without trade (and
investment) barriers. These economic and trade
policy considerations are also applied to Latin
America, and they underlie the Democratic admin-
istration’s explicit support for “economic reform”
in the region. This means that the continued appli-
cation of structural adjustment policies can also
be explained in terms of Umited States’ trade inter-
ests. In a nutshell, neoliberalism does not only in-
tensify social exclusion; it also presupposes deeper
Latin American political dependence (in decision-
making), and it is tied in with very obvious North-
ern financial and commercial interests.



3) The changing face of neoliberalism.

Confronted with the problem of rapidly increas-
ing levels of poverty, core capitalism reformulated
the neoliberal paradigm. Its two-track “modemn-
ized” strategy was basically designed by the World
Bank (with IMF and IDB support) and was made
public in the World Bank’s World Development
Report.

The first track consisted of the promotion of
policies directed toward economic growth (with-
out which there would be no reduction in poverty
levels.) To this end, the World Bank persists in
“reformsy oriented towards the market and in the
same old “structural adjustment” policies. It ac-
knowledges structural adjustment’s ill-effects upon
the poor but alleges them to be short-term, while
asserting that, from a long-term standpoint, the
economic restructuring associated with adjustment
“would be perfectly consistent” with the goal of
reducing poverty.

In this endorsement of the basic outlines of the
neoliberal economic paradigm, (which does, how-
ever, recommend a pattemn of growth that would
expand employment possibilities), what we are
faced with is not so much “modemization” but
outright obstinacy.

Nevertheless, at the same time a relatively new
argument is brought forth. Growth is declared to
be necessary but not sufficient. Long-term pov-
erty reduction calls for additional measures, in
particular for greater and more efficient public
-spending (understood as investment)
in basic social services:

primary education, basic health
R care, nutrition, and family planning
(aimed at eliminating the causes of
poverty). To mitigate some of struc-
tural adjustment’s effects on those
most vulnerable and to reduce ex-
treme poverty, there would also be

remedial programmes (temporary relief targeting
the symptoms of poverty). These special pro-
grammes, such as temporary public employment
or mother-child and nutntional support projects,
would be specifically directed towards the weak-
est groups (to avoid diverting funds to the “non-
poor”). Thus increased government intervention is
permitted, as long as it does not appear to threaten
macro-economic stability.

At the same time there have been changes in
public discourse. It is now emphasized that there
is no dichotomy between the state and the market,
between growth and justice, between intervention
and laissez-faire (opinions that are also put for-
ward by the Clinton administration). These at-
tempts to modemize their outlook and their poli-
cies do not, however, prevent the World Bank and
other intemational organizations from recognizing
that there are political objectives at stake. It is ad-
mitted that these social policies “can help to main-
tain public support for structural adjustment” (1991
World Bank’s World Development Report). In the
words of the Director General of the IMF, Michel
Camdessus, an improvement in justice “will bring
about greater social and political acceptance of
adjustment, making it more viable and more sta-
ble.”

Here we have the key objective: to safeguard
the legitimacy andviability of the neoliberal para-
digm by continuing in the same basic policy di-
rection while making certain changes to the role
of the state - especially in the social sphere. Nev-
ertheless, the eventual success of this effort remains
uncertain, as is shown by such recent events as the
outburst in Santiago del Estero (Argentina), the
Zapatista uprising in Chiapas (with its tremendous
impact on Mexico as a whole), and the remark-
able growth of the Workers” Party in Brazil. These
are without doubt quite disparate phenomena, but
they all indicate a demand for justice that is in in-
herent contradiction to neoliberalism and the so-
cial exclusion it engenders (even in its modemized
version).
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Nueva Cajola: The Fight for Land

The fight for land is, without any doubt, the
most dramatic and desperate cry that is heard in
Guatemala. It bursts forth from the hearts of mul-
lions of Guatemalans, who not only wish to pos-
sess land but who long to be possessed by it.

As 1s mentioned in our sacred Mayan books,
the Hombres de Maiz (Men of Com), feel, in part,
an identity with the fields, the sowing and the har-
vest. However, they have been thrown off of the
land and have been prevented from immersing
themselves in the fertile furrows because of an
unjust and sinful situation.

No one can deny the excessive inequality that
exists in our time with regard to the ownership of
land. The agrarian problem in Guatemala can be
measured today simply by looking at the latifundio
(large plantation) and the minifundio (small hold-
ing). It is a system of exploitation and slavery.

Recovering the Land

Within this national context we come across
the campesinos from the municipality of Cajola,
222 kilometres from the capital. They are nine
hundred Mayas from the Mam group who, as we
see in other pro-land movements, are the victims
of necessity who have been inspired and encour-
aged by the pastoral letter “The Cry for Land”
published in 1988 by the Catholic Bishops Con-
ference of Guatemala, which says that they should
organize themselves and work towards recovering
what is theirs - the land.

We are talking about campesinos who day af-
ter day had developed an understanding of the un-
just misery that they live and had taken the deci-
sion to reclaim their lands. Thanks to the particu-
lar interests of several powerful landholders and

corrupt authorities, they were violently thrown off
the Pampas del Horizonte farm that legitimately
belonged to them since 1910.

In February 1989, in the far away highland wil-
lage, the campesinos met to discuss the property
deed that was found among documents received
by the municipal corporation. A committee was
set up to examine the landholding. On checking its
boundaries, it was found that the stakes had been
moved and portions of the land had been annexed
to the Caotunco plantation owned by Arévalo
Bermejo. The National Institute of Agrarian Trans-
formation (INTA) gave its support to the
campesinos but the support was short-lived dueto
pressure, corruption and the prevailing atmosphere
of violence.

On the 22nd of May of the same year, after
difficult struggles and unjust detentions, the
campesinos marched from the village of Cajola
up to the Pampas de 31 Horizonte plantation in
the department of Quetzaltenango, 140 kms from
Champerico. The next day they peacefully occu-
pied the land. The response of the landholders was
not long in coming and on the 28th of May, the
Jjustice of the peace of Coatepeque, blackmailed
by Mr. Arevalo Bermejo, tried to expel the
Cajolenos accusing them of illegally taking over
the land. Their leaders were imprisoned. This is
how a campaign of coercion, defamation, threats
and physical and psychological violence culminated
in the violent expulsion of the campesinos by 200
armed police officers from the anti-riot squad.

The Church Supports the Campesinos
From the first moment, the Church made itself

present through its pastoral agents, priests, reli-
gious brothers and sisters to help prevent a futile



spilling of blood. The campesinos decided to camp
in the ditches by the side of the highway, where
they lived in subhuman conditions. With the help
of the Church, they initiated new legal proceed-
ings but without any major results as the govern-
ment’s promises were false and the proceedings
were delayed.

Their life in the ditches lasted 15 months dur-
ing which time 23 children died. However, hunger,
desperation, pain and despair only served to em-
power the campesinos, sustained only by support
committees organized in the neighbouring parishes.

Having been exposed to the trickery of the gov-
emment and after a long struggle that lasted until
May 11th, 1992, 400 families returmed to occupy,
for a second time, their land on Pampas del
Horizonte. On the 1st of June, they were forced
out again by an excessive show of force on the
part of the police who were heavily armed with all
kinds of repressive weaponry.

Tired but not defeated (with their fighting spirit
and resistance intact and secure in their ideals and
rights), the indigenous people, five hours later, yet
again took over the plantation. Four days later, on
June 19th, they were violently thrown out. Weak-
ened and destroyed, they decided to stay for good
by the highway where they built small huts.

However, the contempt of the powerful
landholders for the poor extended to limits so in-
human and savage that they bumed down the small
and humble shacks. So were fulfilled the words of
the prophet Micah: “Woe to those who plot
evil... seizing the fields that they covet, they take
over houses as well, owner and house they confis-
cate together.”

The Role of the Parish

Despite all their oppressive sufferings, the
Cajolenos would not give up and decided to go
by foot to the capital, Guatemala City. After

3
3
.
.

several days of walking, they reached the Na-
tional Palace where they delivered a petition to
the President and where they, men, women and
children, suffered once again the brutal repres-
sion of the police forces. Fortunately, they found
support in the Church and from the University
of San Carlos. They stayed until December when
INTA agreed to the sale of the Santa Domingo
holdings in the municipality of Champerico,
Retalhuleu where the Trinitarian Fathers’ (Pa-
dres Trinitarios) parish is located. About 900
families came and formed a new community and
as of December 1992, the new area has been
called Nueva Cajola (New Cajola).

The “Jesus the Saviour” parish of the
Trinitarians went all out to provide all kinds of
help from spintual assistance to social assist-
ance and accompaniment in their struggle. The
Trinitarians also served as their spokespersons
before the civil and church authorities. The
campesinos, ever grateful, felt that the support
they received from the Trinitarian priests and
their parishioners was in keeping with the op-
tion (for the poor) of the diocese of
Quetzaltenango and the pastoral line of the Bish-
ops’ Conference of Guatemala.

Presently, their only income comes from the
cultivation of corn and from the support that
they receive. The promises made by the govern-
ment have never been fulfilled and the Cajolenos
are faced with the problems of a lack of food,
health care and education, poor living condi-
tions, infrastructure and organization. Caritas
and other charitable organizations lend help, but
it still not enough. The principal victims are
children.

Call to Solidarity

In Nueva Cajola there is hope. The cost has
been many tears, blood, pain and death, but there
is new life which looks to the future. This hope
for the future is nourished by our understand-
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ing of Jesus’ words that “there is no greater love
than the giving of one’s life for one’s brothers
and sisters”. Our communities have become en-
riched by the solidarity of all those who have
come to know the reality of Nueva Cajola.

We have faith that the inhabitants of Nueva
Cajola will win out. However, we feel the ur-
gent necessity for the solidarity of the national
and international communities and in particular
that of the Trinitarian parishes and communi-
ties in Europe to collaborate with us through
diocesan organizations and our parish, Jesus The
Saviour in Champerico. We have formed a lay
committee that has carried out the planning and
verification of various projects.

In the parish itself
the Trinitarians are
the coordinators of all
projects but authority
and responsibility to
accomplish their own
community projects
dealing with labour,
health, education, or-
ganization, etc., be-
longs to the Cajolenos
themselves.

We are inspired by
the fighting spirt and
faith in their own lib-
eration which fills
these new slaves of
the powerful and their
laws. We wish to live
our human and spir-
itual dimension with a
prophetic sense. We
recognize that the
fight for a land of milk
and honey is a long
and difficult one; that

faith in God gives life to those who live in soli-
darity and fratemity; that God wants us all to
feel that we are his children; that we are broth-
ers and sisters and the masters of creation, as
opposed to the world of death and suffering pro-
pounded by the offspring of evil. We are inspired
(and why not?) by the hope for and arrival of a
new heaven and a new earth where there 1s no
grief, no sadness, no pain.

We invite those who wish to contact us to do
SO at:
PARROQUIA JESUS SALVADOR,

PADRE EDGARD A. ARAUZ,
11007- CHAMPERICO,
RETALHULEU, GUATEMALA




‘ 1972: Invasion of Brunka territory (Honduras) by

Jctober

y 2 lay

Zac 8:20-23

Francls of Assisi Neh2:1-8

Ex 23:20-23
Matt 18:1-5,10 Luke 9:51-56
1869: Mahatma Gandhi is bom 1980: Masia Magdalena Enriquez, Baptist, Puu
1968; Tiateiolco massacre, in the Cultures Square, Secretary of the Human Rights C.
México. of El Satvador (non-govemment), defender

of the rights of the poor, martyr.
the United Brands Company. 1980: Germany's unification.
1989: Josus Emilio Jaramillo, bishop of Arauca,

Colombla.

Teodoro Fliedner Luke 9:57-82
1555: The Mexican Provincial Council forbids
priesthood to indans.
( World Amnesty Day. )

More than 200,000 persans have left the Catholic Church in Germany (especially former

East Germany) during 1992, a 0.7% of the 28 million Catholics in the country. The Protes-  say that religion hasnothing to do with poli-
tant Chu.rdlm regmu' the same phmommm a drfed.tm Tate of 1. 1% in 1971.

I do not know which Bible they read who

tics.

- Desmand Tutu
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sday 6 y
Neh 8:1-42,56,3-12 Baruch 1:15-22 Baruch 4:5-12,27-29
Luke 10:1-12 Luke 10:13-18 Luke 10:17-24
1589: Death of” Saint Benedict, the Black". His 1462: Pius ll officially condemns slavery of the
parents were siaves in Sicily, Raly. Although Africans.
he was iliiterats, ho was elected master of 1931: Birth of Desmond Tutu, South-African Black
novices and house superior, due to his Archbishop, Nobei Peace prize winner.
sense of hospitality. 1978: José Osman Rodriguez, campesino

delegats of the Word, martyr in Honduras.
1980: Manuel Antonio Reyes, parish priest, martyr
in E] Salvador.

Feast of our Lady of the Rosary, patron saint of
the Blacks.

27th Cunday of Ordinary vae

Hab 1 2-3,2:2-4
2Tim 1.6 -1
Luke 17'5-10

1868: Emesto Che Guevara, physician, guerrilla,
internationalist, mudond in Bdi\dl
1970: Néster Paz 2

student, son of a Bolivian gomral martyr of
his people’s liberation struggle.

1974: First indlan American Parliament of the
Southern Cone, In Asuncion, Paraguay.
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y | ; 1 : Wednesday

* Jonah 3:1-10 Jonah 4:1-11

9 Monday

Jonah 1:1-2:1,11
Luis Beltrin Luke 10:25-37 Luke 10:38-42 Soledad Torres Acosta Luke
1581: Luls Beltrin, priest, withess to the falth, in 1987: First Encounter of the Blacks of the South 1581: Ulrich 2wingli dies in Switzeriand 11:14
the Andes Liberation Army. and South-East of Brazil, in Rio de Janeiro. 1629: Luis de Bolafos: Franciscan missionary,
rer of the "Yeducci " (indfian
villages rted to Christianity)
of the catechism, apostie of the Guarani
people.

Today there are 5,000 different groups of Aboriginals in the world with a population of 300 million people in total, accoding to estimates by
the United Nations. They live in more than 70 countries.
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Joel ‘1:13-15; 2:1-12
Luke 11:15-28

y

1 Mal 3:13-20
Luke 11:5-13

Feast of Our Lady of the Apparition, Black, patron
saint of Brazil. This devotion began in 1717.

1492: At 2 in the moming, Columbus

Jdoed 3:12-21
Luke 112728

it San Salvador (today it is called Watling).
1925: Six hundred marines land in Panama.
1958: First contacts with the Ayoreo Aboriginals
(Paraguay).
1676: Juan Bosco Penido Bumier: Jesuit
missionary, for ten years he dedicated
imself to the Bak and Xavant
martyr in the Mato Grosso, Brazil.

25th Sunday of Ordinary Time
2 Kings 5.14-17

2Tim 23813
Luke 17.11-19

1535: Pedro de Mendoza explores the River Plate
with 12 ships and 15,000 men.
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Monday T L ednesday

1

Rom 1:1-7 Rom 1:16-25 2 Tim 4:9-17a
Luke 11:20-32 Luke 11:3741 Luke 10:1-9
World Food Day. Proclaimed in 1878 by the Food 1977: Massacre at the Azira sugar plantation in
and Agriculture Organization to encowrage Ecuador. More than 100 people are killed
the fight against hunger, mainutrition, and because they protest not being paid.

poverty.
1992: Rigoberta Menchu obtains the Nobel Peace
Prize

9
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This is the perverse logic of 500 years of colanization n Latin America: wedo  From the ecanomic point of view, Latin America is an
not exist for ourselves but for others. We donot produce for our own consump-  mvention of the expansianist capitaliam, European first,
tion but to export what others want to consume. - L. Boff. and then world-wide. -L. Boff.




1 9 Thursday
Pedro de Alcantara Rom 3:21-30a
Luke 11:47-54

1970: Lazaro Cérdenas, Mexican patriot, dies in
Mexico.

y

2 g Rom 4:1-8
Luke 12:1-7

1548: Establishment of the city of La Paz.

1883: End of war being fought between Chile and
Peru over borders.

1944: The Guatemalan dictator Ubico is

by popular uprising

19875: Raimundo Hermann, American parish priest
of the Quechua Indians, martyr of the
Bolivian campesinos.

Rom 4:13,16-18

Luke 12:8-12

1973: Gerardo Poblets, Salesian priest, torbured
and killed, martyr of Chile.

29th Sunday of Ordinary Time

Ex 17 3-13
2Tim 3:14-42
Luke 18:1-3

1977: Eugenio Lyra Sliva, lawyer of the
Agricuttural Workers F , martyr of

the Brazilian justice system.
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S
Rom 4:20-25 :12,15b,17-19,20b-21 Eph 2:19-22
Luke 12:13-21 Luke 12:35-38 Luke 12:35-39
1981: Marco Antonio Ayerbe Flores, university 1887: A segment of the Brazilian Army, in
student, Peru. solidarity with the popular cause, informs
the Portuguese Empire that it will no longer
allow the Army to be used to destroy the
towns of the Blacks.

1975: Wiadimir Herzog, j is /| d
by the military dictatorship in Séo Paulo.

1983: USA invades Grenada.

1987: Carlos Pdez and Salvador Ninco, Aboriginal
leaders; Luz Estela and Nevardo
F des, workers; C

ames

N

G
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But, what kind of gospel can the wolf preach to the sheep? What kind of gospel can the master preach to his slaves? Obviously, not a gospel
that talks about “liberation”, because that would mean to deny himself; rather he will be forced totalk of submission and obedience. And if
there is liberation, it will have to be a spiritual liberation, alien to real history. Could a gospel without liberation be an echo of

Jesus’ gospel? -L. Boff.
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Rom 6:1-i1

Rom 7:18-25a

Rom6:1925 A

Luke 12:49-53 Luke 12:54-59 Luke 13:1-9
1981: Ramoén Vallad: 3 tary 1888: The Biack Hills peace treaty is signed Procession of the Black Lord of the Mirecles
of the Human Rights Commission in El between the Cheyennes, Sioux and (Christ) in Lima, according to an Afro-
Salvador (non-g ), is Navajos, and the USA Army. Penundan tradition.
nated. 1978: St Vincent and Grenadines independence. 1492: Columbus reaches Cuba on his first voyage.
1985: Hubert Luls Gillard, Belgian parish priest in National holiday.
Caii, Colombla.

30th Sunday of Ordinary Time

Eccl 35 15b-17,20-22a
2Tim 4.6-8,16-13
Luke 18°9-14

1626: The Dutch buy Manhattan Island from the
Indians for 24 dollars.
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Rom 8:12-17 Rom 8:18-25 All Ssints Day Rev 7:2-4,9-14
Luke 13:10-17 Luke 13:18-21 1John 3:1-3

1979: Santo Dias da Siiva, 37 years old, labour 1553: The first Black community in Latin America Matt 5:1-12a
union {eader, metaiworker, martyr of the not to experience slavery appears in 1974: Florinda Soriano, ‘Dofla Ting6", illiterats
Brazilian workers. Esmereldas, Ecuador. its leader is Alfonso campesina, leader of the Federation of the

1983: Radl Alfonsin is elected president in da Nescas. Christian Agrarian Leagues, martyy of the
Argentina following a military dictatorship. Bominican people.

1979: All Saints Day Massacre in La Paz, BdMn
1981: Simon Hemandez, Achi Aborigi

d the Word in Rabinal, Baja Vmpnz

1981: hd-pondonco of Antigua and The
National hotiday. '

: Ibelieve, sisters and brothers, that the saints have been the most ambitious of people. Those who wanted to be really great. And they are the
anly really great anes. Not even heroes can reach their height. This lswhat I strongly desire for all of you and for me; that we be great,
~_ambitiously great, because we c‘1ma of God and ot be with mediocre greatness. - Oscar Romero, ngt 23,1979.
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November 25, Day Against

Violence to Women

Tho The First Latin American and Caribbean

Feminist Meeting (Bogota, 1981) chose No-

i/~ vember 25 as the intemational date for the

1\ fight against violence toward women. The del-
“w- egation from the Dominican Republic pro-

posed this date to honour the Mirabal sisters:
Minerva, Patria, and Maria Teresa.

They are vivid examples of women committed
to the struggle of their people. They fell victims to
the violence of the Trujillo regime which, for thirty
years, kept the Dominican people in backwardness,
ignorance and chaos. By 1960, the Dominican peo-
ple had had enough of the dictatorship and there
were daily street confrontations with the repres-
sive military forces that supported the dictator.

The Mirabal sisters were bom in the Ojo de
Agua Section, province of Salcedo, i the Domini-
can Republic. The very low standard of living both
in the area where they lived and throughout the
country, thanks to the powerful influence of the
United States and antiquated modes of production,
generated in them a sensitivity to social problems.

The active participation of the Mirabal sisters
in the fight against Trujillo brought them the repu-
tation of being revolutionaries. It was because of
this that Trujillo once said that his only two prob-
lems were the Mirabal sisters and the Church.

Patria Mirabal

The eldest sister was a witness to the numerous
injustices committed in her country. While very
young she married Pedro Gonzalez Cruz and they
had three children. Their home was a refuge and a
meeting place for the co-ordination and organisa-

tion of the Fourteenth of June Movement. The
Movement was discovered and the leaders and most
members were sent to jail. Among them were her
husband and 12-year-old son. Her home was ran-
sacked and her possessions were expropriated. She
herself suffered a horrible death.

Minerva Mirabal

At the age of 22, she was detained and sent to
jail because she rejected the amorous advances of
the dictator. At the height of her political develop-
ment, she was also one of the organisers of the
Fourteenth of June Movement. In 1955 she mar-
ried Manolo Tavarez Justo and they had two chil-
dren. Minerva was a representative of the most
advanced political ideas of her time and she is
looked up to by those people who are forced to
constantly fight for their freedom. Her death was
also very cruel.

Maria Teresa Mirabal

The youngest of the three sisters, her revolu-
tionary and anti-Trujillista background together
with her profound social awareness brought her to
actively collaborate with the Fourteenth of June
Movement. A victim of the repression, she was
jailed several times. Maria Teresa showed great
strength and dignity while being interrogated by
the Military “Intelligence” Service (SIM). The
whole country was moved by her death.

What happened that November 25, 1960?

Minerva and Mana Teresa, accompanied by
Patria, went to visit their husbands who were in
jail. They were intercepted, on an isolated part of



the road, by agents of the Military “Intelligence”
Service. Brought to a nearby sugarfield, they were
subjected to the cruellest tortures. After that, the
agents committed what is considered the most
ghastly crime in Dominican history. Covered in
blood, they were subjected to blows and finally
strangled. They were then put back into their vehi-
cle which was driven over a cliff to simulate an
accident.

The murder of the Mirabal sisters caused great

pain all across the country. It served however to
strengthen the patriotic spirit of those wanting to
establish a democratic government which would
guarantee respect for human dignity. These brave
sisters, risked their lives, and were actually mar-
tyred for the Cause of Women. Memory of them
gives us hope and empowers us to continue fight-
ing for a society devoid of machismo, egalitarian
and where women and men can live as brothers
and sisters.

The Present State of Latin American

Integration

- Raquel Bergeret, Montevideo, Uruguay

I recently attended an international gathering.
During those full days of study, professionals from
Europe, Asia and the Americas contributed from
their experiences in organizations struggling for a
better quality of life for all. The climate of seri-
ous, committed and collective searching allowed
us to open up our hearts and gave us the confi-
dence to present proposals. Yet even within this
relaxed and sensitive environment, the great con-
trast between the individualistic and, I dare say,
competitive manner in which the rest of the par-
ticipants contributed and the spontaneous solidar-
ity shared by the Latin Americans must have been
evident to even the most absentminded of those
present. Perhaps you have had a similar experi-
ence. It makes me think of what a friend of mine
who used to live in exile is always saying: differ-
ences are erased and people no longer define them-
selves as Mexican or Uruguayan but rather, sim-
ply, as Latin American.

Darcy Ribeiro, the well-known Brazilian an-

thropologist, said something on one of his visits to
Argentina that perhaps we have also felt at some
time: “I have often been peacefully at home read-
ing something written by another Latin American
only to find myself feeling cheated, as he had said
exactly what I was wanting to say; I suppose that
the same or worse would have been felt by him.
Without communicating we were thinking the same
thing.”

Ideas mature, and at this moment
latinoamericanidad (Latin American identity) is
an idea whose time has come: we as a portion of
the world, are ready to come into being and to make
a place for ourselves.

And yet many of us who have had strong expe-
nences of Patria Grande (a greater homeland)
forget, when we start speaking of integration, what
we already have and look to the outside world. It
seems to us that we have everything to leamn from
the European community, or that the Initiative for
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the Americas, just because it comes from the
Americans, is the only one that could finally make
this famous integration a reality.

Before going on, therefore, 1 would like us to
ask ourselves, “What integration are we talking
about?” For it is true that the most unaware of
observers finds in Latin America, beyond the great
variety of faces, skin colours, music, styles — in-
digenous, Afnican, Hispanic, mestizo, etc. — com-
mon traits and feelings which clearly define us,
and in a certain sense integrate us. But it is also
true that all of this runs up against borders which
blood and fire have so often played a role in creat-
ing. Ask the Chileans, who are still claiming the
lands which the Argentinians took, if this is not
the case when they fight the Peruvians. Ask the
Bolivians about their land corri-
dor to the sea. Let each of us look
at the historical grudges which
separate us from our neighbours.
We will realize that our “official
histories,” those that are normally
taught in our schools, are told in
such a way as to keep us confined
within our own boundaries, while
our great heroes, who almost al-
ways had a vision of the Patria
Grande, are confined to bronze
statues and within borders which
they never accepted.

Neocolonialist interests have posed and con-
tinue to pose real difficulties for the political and
economic integration of Latin America which was
a part of Bolivar’s and Artigas’ dream of a Patria
Grande. We still have not been able to create for
ourselves on our Continent those “intrinsic pow-
ers” that Bolivar considered necessary for the de-
sired integration: something we ourselves must do,
based on who we are, our ethos, and our capaci-
ties. Independence was declared in the cities, where
those people, who had begun to exploit the re-
sources in an unjust way, excluding or killing the
original owners of the lands, lived. The oppressive

colonial regyme remained virtually intact. The new
states, centered in the capitals, remained as pow-
erless as before, for the landowners continued to
depend economically on the imperialisms of the
North. And these latter have always been served
by our disputes and our differences. This explains
why, in nearly two hundred years, no initiative for
integration — and there have been many of them
~— has been able to succeed. The existing conti-
nental organization, the OAS, has lived under the
“protection” of the Americans, who definitely de-
fend their interests; they have always been served
by our divisions.

But now something is changing: the homegrown
colonialists, heirs of those who, in attending to their
own interests and the demands of the markets of
the time, created the borders of our
current nations, are today ready to
open those borders in the simple in-
terplay of different interests.

Latin American integration,
which was the dream of the heroes
of independence, is not reflected in
political and economic structures
because there were then — and con-~
tinue to be today — outside inter-
ests opposed to integration which
have imposed their own conditions.
After many years of frustration with
such institutions as the Latin Ameri-
can Free Trade Association, the Latin American
Integration Association, the Andean Pact, etc., our
politicians now find that it is our neighbour to the
North that is committed to our integration.
“America for the Americans” is born again. And
we Latin Amenicans are the poor relatives, unable
to set conditions.

When all around us there is talk of an integra-
tion called for by the world market, and based on
purely economic interest, over which the North
habitually imposes its hegemony, it is important
that we Latin Americans make the effort to recover




our own voice also in the political and economic
realm. Until now, the proverbial Latin American
creativity, expressed so often in literature and in
art, has not, however, touched the majority of its
politicians. It would appear that the requirement
for dialogue with the so-called First World has led
them to follow pattems in which their worth is
Judged according to how well they are able to as-
similate to that “global wvillage of the few.” That is
how politicians have justified the “adjustments”
to which we have had to submit lately in different
places throughout the Continent — at an enormous
social cost, 1.e. greater poverty for many — as the
necessary “toll” on the road to economic and tech-
nological modemnization which require our inte-
grated “opening.” They have been unable to use
the language which we Latin Americans usually
do, that of hospitality and solidarity. And so the
relationship of politicians to people becomes rou-
tinely electoral. And we are invaded by lies and
corruption. Integration, which we have no reason
to doubt is also the dream of the majority of Latin
American politicians, 1s in this way aborted. There-
fore, it seems to us that it is time to invite the poli-
ticians to face the people honestly and to speak
their language in order to have strength when it is
time to negotiate.

The Indians of Chiapas have led the way; they
have asked that the truth be spoken. For what to-
day is euphemistically called “social cost” is no
other than the sacrifice of millions of real people.
And each and every person is very valuable in and
of themselves.

There are nearly 500 million of us. This is a
great wealth. If the majority are young, the wealth
is all the greater. All of us together will be able to
say something. Let us look, then, at the kind of
integration we want to strengthen. We should make
an effort to recognize the value of the integration
of our peoples which already exists and celebrate
once and for all the enormous richness which our
varied cultures bring us. Grass-roots organizations,
cooperatives and base communities already form

(7]
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networks where ideas about Latin American iden-
tity (Jatinoamericanidad) circulate freely. Artists
and intellectuals, as well as church people, also
manage to get together. The Bishops” Conference
in Santo Domingo was conclusive proof of a Latin
American identity which went beyond the he-
gemony of the Vatican.

Integration is strengthened when there 1s greater
space for the voice at both the national and the
Latin American level of those who are the majori-
ties “on the inside” and who know no borders,
whether for the good or for the bad, whether it be
in order to find work or to come down with chol-
era.

There are among us high rates of illiteracy.
Technology and the mass media are in the hands
of the few. These are cultural and educational chal-
lenges which should give us a sense of solidarity.
For citizenship is strengthened through education,
and with the knowledge and use of technology, our
people, in their undeniable creativity, will seek a
greater quality of life for all more efficiently.

To strengthen integration we need educational
policies that don’t remain in the classroom. They
must consider the mass media and introduce tech-
nology. But above all, they must put the primary
emphasis on safeguarding the invaluable riches of
our many cultures. For the great challenge is to
give currency to the Latin America of many faces
and innumerable languages which has resisted de-
spite poverty and oppression; which has overcome
exclusion through the informal economy (the crea-
tivity of survival); and which through its festivi-
ties and religious observances is capable of mak-
ing us recover the joy of living.

Is this not a greater wealth than all of the riches
the market has to offer us? Would it not be worth
making the greatest of efforts and undertaking the
most difficult of negotiations for this kind of inte-
gration?
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Rérn 15 Rom 11:1-28,11-12,25-29
Luke 14:1-6 Charles Borromeo Luke 14:1,7-11

Rom 2:31b-39 * Martin of Porres
Luke 13:31-35

All Souls Day

979: First meeting of Nationaliies and Minorities 1639: St Martin dies in Lima, Peru. He was the 1763: The Oftawas attack Detroit
(Quzco) son of a slave and had to overcome much
prejudice before he was accepted as a
religious by the Dominicans.

1903: The province of Panama, with the support of
the United States, separates from
Colombis. National holiday

1978: Indeper of Dominica. National holiday
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1day of Ordinary Time
VWis 11 12-122

2 Thes 1111-22
A uke 19 1-10
N 1838: Honduras attains it indeper
- 1980: Fanny Abanto, a leader of educators and an
-~ im! of groups involved in
- popular causes, dies.
-
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6 Monday

Rom 11:29-35
Leonard Luke 14:12-14
1866: Imperial decree 3275 grants feedom to all
those slaves prepared to defend Brazil in its
war against Paraguay

Tuesday
Willibrord Rom 12:5-16a
John Christian Frederik Heyer  Luke 14:15-24

1513: Ponce de Le6n takes possession of Florida

8 | Wednesday

Rom 13:8-10
Luke 14:25-33

1548: the Cupules and the Chichuncheles rebel

against the Spanish in the Yucatan, Mexico

1976: Carlos Fonseca, leader of the Sandinistas, is

killed in Nicaragua
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- I'want to know whether to obey the Pope or
the Emperor - Samuel Ruiz, bishop of
Chiapas, Mexico, after he was asked to re~

sign his post by the Papal Nundioto Mexico.

It is time to leamn whether or not we really
fear the liberty left us by Bartolomé de las
Casas, - The First Congress of Indigenous
Mexicans, held in San Cristobal, Chiapas.
1974

Take our blood, my brothers. May our deaths
not be m vain! May truth retum to our land!
~-the Zapatista Army
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sday

Luke 15:1-10

1984: The first meeting of Black Religious,
Seminarians and Priests is held in Rio de
Janeiro.

1989: The Berlin wall is tom down.
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Rom 14:7-12

Rom 15:14-21
Luke 16:1-8
1543: Martin Luther is bom in Germany
19884: Alvaro Ulcué Chocué, indigenous Paez
priest, is assassinated in Santander,
Colombia

Saturday

Marfnof Tors  Rom 16:3-9,16 2227

Soren Kierkgaard Luke 18:9-15

1976: Bill Woods, Maryknoll missionary priest,
former American solder in Vietnam, is
martyred in Guatemala

Leo the Great
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32nd Sunday of Ordmary Time

2Mac 7

2.9-14
2Thes 2 15-35

12

Luke 20.27-38

1838: Slavery is abolished in Nicaragua
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Wis 1:1-7
Luke 17:1-8

3 Mo

11969: Indalecio Oliveira Da Rosa, a priest, is

martyred in Uruguay for supporting
liberaion movements.

Wis 2:23 -39
Diego de Alcald Luke 17:7-10

Wis 6:2-12
Luke 17:11-19
1781: Julian Apasa, “Tupac Katarl®, is killed by the
army in an insurection of indigenous people
in Bolivia

1889: Brazil is proclaimed a republic -

1904: U.S. marines land in Panama

1981: Elpidio Cruz, a worker for Caritas, is killed by
the army in Honduras

1882: 54 black candidates run for office in Sao
Paulo, Brazil. Only 2 are eiected as the vote
is divided

Albert the Great

Ithank all those who, when they donat agree
with their bishop, have the courage to enter
into dialogue with him.

- Oscar Romero, Sept. 9, 1979

The bishop always has a lot to leam from
the people. - Oscar Romero, Sept. 9, 1\979

It does not take much to be a good pastor
with people such as these.
- Oscar Romero, Nov. 18, 1979
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7 Friday 4@ Saturday

Isabel of Hungary Wis 13:18 Acts 28:11-16,30-31
Luke 17:26-37 Matt 14:22-33
1815: José Maria Morelos, a priest and tireless 1681: Roque Gonzilez and his two Jesuit 1887: The Duke of Caxias writes to the Emperor of
fighter for the independence of Mexico, is companions are martyred in Paraguay Brazil to express his concems that Blacks,
shot after having been condemned by the set free to fight in the war against Paraguay,
Inquisition. might begin a rebeltion for their own
1982: The Latinamerican Councll of Churches, legitimate rights upon their retumn
CLA, is founded 1903: Panama grants the United States
1989: ignacio Ellacuria, several Jesuit companions. ission to build the Panama Canal
and two women domestics are murdered in
San Salvador

33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time

Mal 4.1-2a
2 Thes 3:7-12
Lu

1860: Dantos Jiménez Martinez and Jerénimo,
P pastors and P are

martyred in Guatsmala
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1 Mac 1:11-16,43-45,57-60,65-87 2 Mac 6:18-31

Luke 18:3543 The Presentation of Mary Luke 19:1-10
1542: The New Laws govem the "encomiendas”. 498: Gelatlo, the African Pope, who denounced
They are suppressed in 1545 but in fact the errors of the Roman Senate and was
remain in force until 1710 considered the "Father of the Poor”, dies.

1685: The three hundredth anniversary of the death  1831: Colombia deciares its independence
of Zumbi de los Palmares. The Portuguese  1966: The National Organization of Women is

government initiated 25 wars against the founded in Chicago.
] bos gath inF Brazl. 1975: Campesinos are d by rl
They lost 24 of them but won the last, hired by landowners in La Unién, Honchras

thanks to six cannons, the most advanced
of the time, which they aquired from
England.

20 Monday D1 Teestey.

2 Mac 7:1,20-31
Luke 19:11-28

1910: Joao Candido, leader of the Revoit of
Chibata. At the ime Brazil was the third
most poweiful maritime power in the world.
The leaders of the revoit took command of
the larger warships and pointed their guns
at the Pr Palace, d ding the
end of corporal punishment and better food
and conditions for all Brazilian sailors, black
and white.
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An annual expense of US $3 million in the fight to prevent AIDS could cut in half the number of new cases amang adults worldwide by the
year 2000. Moreover, it would save more than $90 billian that would be incurred in taking care of these sick and dying people.
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Thursday

23 1 Mac 2:15-29

Luke 19:41-44

1974: Amilcar Oviedo D., a leader of workers, in
Paraguay

1980: Emesto Abrego, parish priest, and four of his
companions are disappeared in El Salvador

Clement 1 Mac 4:36-37,52-50

Andrés Dung-Lac Luke 19:45-48
1590: Agustin de la Corufia, bishop of Popayin, is
exiled and inprisoned for defending the
indigenous people
1807: Joseph Brandt, chief of the Mohawks, dies
1980: The 4th Russel Tribunal examines 14 cases
of human rights violations against
indigenous people

Friday

25 Saturday

1Mac 6:1-13
Isaac Wats Luke 20:27-40
1808: A law, granting land to all non-Black
foreigners amiving in Brazil, is signed
1875: The independence of Surinam. National
holiday.
1883: Marcal de Sousa, Tupa'i, who had spoken
with Pope John Paul in Manaus, is
assassinated

Chirist the King
2 Sam5: (-3

Col 1:12-20
Luke 23 35-43

2 6 John Berchmans

Jaquiano||




llovember

29 Wednesday

2'7 Monday 28 Tuesday
Dan 1:16,8-20 Dan 2:3145 Dan 5:1-8,13-14,18-17,23-28
Luke 21:14 Luke 21:5-11 Luke 21:12-18
1980: Juan Chacon and fellow leaders of the 1878: Emesto Bairera "Neto", worker-priest, is 1816 Massive i ion of US mari and the
Democratic Revolutionary Front are killed in martyred in B3 Salvador for his work with 1t of a prot inthe
E1 Saivador base communities Dominican Republic
1980: Marcial Semrano, parish priest, is martyredin  1976: Pablo Gazzard, Argentinian priest, is
El Salvador for his work with pesinos d and is disapp d

Inth tional Day of y with the
Pajestinian Peopls

iy

The World Health Organization calculates that 14 million men and women are infected with the ATDS virus, and that 2 1/2 million have
now develloped AIDS. This amount increases by about 5,000 cases each day and could lead to 40 million cases by the year 2000, if urgent
means are not taken.
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Massacres in the Jungle

- Ricardo Falla

Over the past year, this book, written by the Jesuit priest, Ricardo Falla, has made the news all
over Latin America. It is about the massacres of indigenous people in the Ixcan region of Guatemala
which he witnessed while working with the Communities of Populations in Resistance (CPRs). The
book breaks the silence by revealing the truth that religious people, people of faith, descendants of the
conquistadors, mercilessly massacred thousands of human beings whom they considered to be of less
importance than their own privileges. They idolized selfish values that were seen as absolute. This is
a book that has to be read to keep alive the memory. . . and the hope. Here are some of its conclusions.

The army persecuted both the Evangelical and
Catholic Churches, both selectively and through
indiscriminate scorched earth policies. This perse-
cution represented a basic mistrust of the Church
for not fulfilling its traditional role of legitimizing
the “ladino” state.

The Church was seen by the army as an insti-
tution which promotes the liberation of people from
a faith perspective (the army would call this “sub-
version”). As much as racism and discrimination,
it was this distrust of the Church which led to the
counterinsurgency campaign.

This distrust excluded, expelled and assassi-
nated priests (Woods, Stetter, Gran) because they
were seen as instigators of the peoples’ liberation
and there-
fore po-
tential or
real sup-
porters of
the insur-
gency. In
the name
of this dis-
trust, reli-
gious cer-
emonies
and cel-
ebrations

were limited, hindered and infiltrated; Church lead-
ers mocked and Church members threatened.
Catechists were assassinated, religious groups
while holding services were surrounded and burned
to death in their places of worship, especially the
Evangelicals. Religious activities were considered
to be acts of deceit, where subversive actions were
hidden behind a screen of harmless prayers and
songs, which was not the case. By way of wam-
ing, corpses were arranged in religious attitudes
evoking Jesus Christ on the cross or the faithful
kneeling in prayer. Churches were razed to the
ground and holy symbols were destroyed because
they were part of the people’s social life which was
meant to be smothered.

This experience of persecution strengthened
people’s faith and had the following characteris-
tics:

a) the experience of a God who is on the side of the
persecuted and who saves them from death at
every tumn. They saw their experiences as simi-
lar to Jesus’, who was persecuted as a child
(refugee) and later kilied;

b) the experience of a concrete, practical and sav-
ing faith which responded to human mediation
by engaging in the struggle of the people;

¢) the experience of solidarity which was at its
strongest when it was most necessary during
the repression,



d) the experience of grassroots ecumenicism (which
was sometimes promoted from outside) which
led to an absence or a decrease of the horrible
sectarian divisions which plague Guatemala;

€) a cautious faith in the institutional church, sym-
bolized in the early martyred priests like William
Woods.

During the most intense moments of perse-
cution, faith cleansed itself like embers that
catch fire in the wind, but the church itself was
torn apart and religion lost strength. When the
church rebuilt itself,
.as much through re-
sistance as in refuge,
these embers, which
could have fallen
apart and been extin-
guished, remained
solid and burst into
flame. What was im-
portant was not the
rebirth of religious
expression but that it
was by a faith born
in times of persecu-
tion.

Seeds of a new
life have been born
from the massacres.
The massacres were
not just a wretched end to life, but paradoxi-
cally were like fertilizer needed by the earth for
new growth. These new buds in the Ixcan are
the populations in resistance as much as the refu-
gees.

In resistance life begins to defeat death when
the people escape the army. For some fugitives,
who were almost captured, their escape was
God’s liberation. After this liberation, the hu-
man need for contact or the love of one’s family
or neighbours was a spark of life which reu-
nited the dispersed and the lost who then estab-

@

lished the first camps in the mountains.

For those who have suffered loss, the begin-
ning of this new organisation was often accom-
panied by tears, which are also a part of life as
they give psychological comfort and lead, like a
doorway, into a new form of existence. The
weeping was accompanied by another sign of
life which was the feeling of brotherhood which
destroyed the barrniers of family, language, eth-
nicity, and religion by emphasizing the common
bonds of being a people, totally destitute as eve-
rything had been
lost. Their houses
were burned
down, their be-
longings stolen or
destroyed, their
animals eaten by
soldiers, the com-
fields slashed with
machetes, the
churches wiped
off the map, all
tranquillity
wrenched away...

A new family
is born when or-
phans become
sons and daugh-
ters, a new com-
munity is born when its members are brothers
and companions, a new church is born when
catholics, evangelicals, charismatics, and tra-
ditionalists can get along together. The walls of
the houses and the temples came down.

All of this represents life. Even more, the
backbone strengthening this experience lest it
should vanish as the emergency disappears is
also a source of life. The backbone is the form
of collective production adopted as a defense
against the soldiers, but also against the wild
animals which eat the comn.
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But we are also talking about a flexible and
humane collectivism which does not break with
the home (cooking was done by the families, not
as a collective) and does not disregard personal
or cultural desires and needs (families kept their
own strips of land). It also did not destroy so-
cial ethnic identities nor regional identity (the
feeling of being “fellow country people” is very
strong). It makes the differences less absolute
and encompasses them into the community,
where the group assigns each person with a task
in production or other duties. These “seeds of
the dawn” contrast against the death of massa-
cres.

* %k k %k %

The work that I carried out in the Communi-
ties of Populations in Resistance is what Arch-
bishop Romero called “pastoral accompani-
ment”. The basis of this pastoral work consisted
of “being with the people”; sleeping with them
outside and in storms, being persecuted with
them, and resisting with them. This is why, when
they burnt our communities I escaped with the
people. For example it was up to me to help a
desperate widow who was carrying her 2 year
old son on her back and a baby against her
bosom; my priestly vocation at this moment was
to help her with another 4 year old daughter who
was stuck in the mud with a suitcase. The next
day, Sunday, we celebrated mass with the com-
munity that was fleeing into the jungle. We
spread out the altar cloth over a nylon sheet on
the ground and while explaining the gospel we
remembered the beatitude: blessed are the per-
secuted for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. If
these words are subversive, blessed be the sub-
versive gospel.

In addition to this accompaniment, the pas-
toral work I did with the help of the catechists
was the everyday work of baptisms, masses,
weddings, visiting the sick, preaching the word

of God, catechism, cursillos, youth groups, spir-
itual exercises. All of this was a form of resist-
ance, not so much heroism as a grace from God,
a gift of happiness and freedom.

Another apostolic duty that I carry out is so-
cial research. This scientific instrument of an-
thropology is part of my apostolic and priestly
vocation that can serve this poor and persecuted
people. Why would I study this discipline if 1
were not going to put it to use for those that
needed it most? Consequently I tried to denounce
the terrible massacres of 1982. It is very under-
standable that those sectors of the military which
carried out so many attacks years ago are now

50 very annoyed, particularly as the people have

now acquired a lot of experience and will not
let themselves be massacred as before.

The Air and the Wind

Ttravel along the roads likethe little don-
key from San Femando, partly on foot and
partly walking.

Sometimes I see myself in others. I see
myself in those who will remain, in the shel+
tering friends, the insane devotees of
justice,the flying creatures of beauty, andthe
other tramps and 1dlers who are wandering
about and who will continue to-wander - just
as the night-time stars and the ocean waves
will continue in their motion.So, seeing my-
self in them, T am the air leaming to under-
stanid that my essence will live forever in the
wind.

It seems to me that it was Vallejo, César
Vallgjo, who said that sometimes the wind
changes its air.

When 1 myself am no longer, the wind
will be there, will go on being there.
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For a Non-~Neoliberal Christmas

So that no one would be left marginalized,
our Go0. in Jesus Christ.

became truly marginalized:

bom on tbe margin,

he lived on the margin,

he died on the margin.

Never part o[ the established order,

today he would be found outside of the neoliberal

system.

Fo[?p' and scandal, without doubt,

but [ife and salvation with even less doubt.

we will onlp be able to finb the Child and the
star where they really are, if we go to the
margin,

if we éqecome marginalized ourselves,

with marginalized God.

The Latinamerican Agenda wishes you, your family,
community, group, movement, association...

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
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Thursday

y

Andrew Rom 10:8-18 Dan 7:2-4
Matt 4:18-22 Luke 21:29-33
1821: First independ of the D 1964: The Zairlan religious, Anuarite, is martyed.
Republic The subject of much popular devotion
1968: The Barbados attains independence.
National holiday World Day in the Fight against AIDS.

Established in 1938 by the World Health
Organization. Objectives: to educata,
oxchange information, open lines of
communication between victims...

1975: Miguel A. Soler, doctor, in Paraguay

day

Dan 7:15-27
Luke 21:34-36
1823: The Monroe Doctrine: "America for the

Americas”
1956: The Granma armfves in Cuba
1972: Panama recognizes the right of the
indigenous People to their own termitory
1980: ta Ford, Maura Clark. Dorothy Kasel,

ligi and Jean Dx Iay person,
are kidnapped, raped and murdered in El
Salvador

1990: Campesinos are martyred at Lake Atilan in

Ist Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 2: 1-5

Rom 13:11-14

Francis Xavier Matt 24 37.44

K

1502: Moctezuma is enthroned as Lord of
Tenochtitian
1987: Victor Raul Acufia, priest, Peru

C Intemational Day of the Handicapped )

s
2
9
16
23
»
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= I Isaiah 4:28 5 Isaiah 11:1-10 a Isaiah:25:6-10a
. John Damascene, Barbara Matt 8:5-11 Luke 10:21-24 Nicholas of Mira Matt 15:28-37 i

1492: Christopher Colombus arrives in Espanola 1534: Quito is founded i
on his first voyage 1869: Joao Candido dies, hero of the Uprising of i
1824: The C ), inits i Chibata. i

mentary laws, forbids lepers and Bll::kl I
from attending school , il
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Spanish is spoken by 350 million people around the world and papulation experts estimate that the number will reach more than 500 million
by the year 2025. It is the official language in 21 countries, most of them in the Americas. By the year 2000, approximately 90% of Spanish-
speaking people will live in the Americas. (Cervantes Institute) )
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‘l'hi}tlrsdayv 7 
7 Ambrose Mat 7212427

1849: Miraculous escape by anumber of slaves
condemned to death for their part in the
Revolution of Quemado in Espirito Santo,
Brazil. Popudar tradition attributes the
miracle to Our Lady of Pena, whose
sanctuary was built by slaves.

1981: Lucio Agulmre and Elpidio Cruz, Honduran
Delegates of the Word, are martyred
b of their solidarity with Salvad:

refugees.

g Friday

Eph 1:3-8,11-12
The Immaculate Conception Luke 1:26-38

1542: Las Casas concludes his most scathing
work on the conquest: "A Brief History of the
Destruction of the Indians"

1977: Alicia Domont and Leonie Duquet, religious,
and their companions are martyred because
of their solidarity with the families of the
disappeared in Argentina. Alicla was the
first religious to have lived in a poor barrio in
Buenos Alres.

Matt 9:35 - 10:1,6-8
1824: Victory of Sucre in Ayacucho. Last battle for
independence.

2nd Sunday of Advent

fsaiah 35:1-6a.10
James 5:7-10
Eulalia de Merida Matt 11:2-11

Intemational Human Rights Day. it was
established in 1950 on the anniversary of the
signing of the Universal Declaration on Human
Rights (1948).

¥ | Day of Indig Peoples
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Momlay . Titeiz: :

1978; Gaspar Garcia Laviana, priest, martyr in the
fight for the liberation of the Nicaraguan

1531: Mary appears to the indigenous, Juan Diego,
in Tepeyac, where It was customary to

people. honor Tonantzin, the "venerable moather”.
1981: Hundreds of Salvad inos are
d at El Mazots, in ), E)

Salvador

Damasius Isaiah 35:1-10 Isaiah 40:1-11
Lars Olsen Skrefsrud Luke 5:17-28 Guadalupe, Juan Diego Matt 18:12-14

esday
Isaiah 40:25-31

Lucy Matt 11:28-30
1978: The independence of St. Lucy
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Believe me that Inever felt being a priest more than now, because I live with the certanty of ~ We ask: Where are you, God? and God re-

offering my live for the liberation of others. Before, when I was not risking my life, tobe a
priest was different: offering the life of the Other, not mine at his side.
- Gaspar Garcia Laviana

plies with a question: Where is your brother,
your sister?
- Pedro Casaldiliga
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John of the Cross  Isaiah 41:13-20

ey {5 A 4G Sl

Teresa of Avila Matt 11:11-15 Valerian Matt 11:16-18 Adelaide Matt 17:10-13
1890: Rui Barbosa orders all the documents 1875: Daniet Mombara, martyred in Argentina for 1884: Eloy Ferreira da Sliva, union leader, in San
conceming slavery in Brazil to be bumed in being a university student committed to the Francisco, MG, Brazil
order to remove this stain from the country. poor. 1891: Indigenous martyrs of Cauca, Colombia

1973: The United Nations states that Puerto Rico
is a colony and affirms the right of its people
to independence

31d Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 35:16a.10
James 57-10
Matt 11:2-11

1818: The Republic of the Gran Colombla is
proclaimed in Angostura

1830: Simén Bolivar, liberator of Venezueia,
Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru, and founder
of Bolivia, dies at the age of 47.

Nevember
§ MT WTE § MT T E

1 2 3 4 1 2 4 3
s 6 7 8% 9 10 11 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
12 13 14 15 16 17 1% 1415 16 17 13 19 20
19 20 21 22 23 24 2% 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
26 27 28 29 30 29 3
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’ sday

Judges 13:2-7,24-25a isaiah 7:10-14

Matt 1:18-24
11979: Massacre of campesinos in Ondores, Peru,
:1985: Joao Canuto and sons, union activist in
Brazil

Luke 1:5-25 Luke 1:26-38
1816: Luis Beltran, Franciscan priest, “first
engineer of the liberation army” of the
Andes, Argentina
1889: The United States attacks and invades
Panama to capture Noriega.

One should look for the Infant Jesusnot among the pretty statues of our creches but among the malnourished children whohave gone to bed
hungry; among the child newspaper sellers who sleep, wrapped in their papers, in doorways; in the poor little shoeshine boy who perhapshas .
eamed encugh maoney to buy a gift for his mother. How sad is the story of our children! L

- Oscar Romero, Dec. 24, 1979
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21 Thursday

Peter Canisius  Wisdom 3:14-18a

Thomas the Apostia  Luke 1:39-45
1907: Messacre in Santa Maria de Iquique, Chile.
3600 miners, on strike for better living
conditions, are vicims

Francis Cabrinl Luke 1:46-56
1815: José Maria Morelos, priest and hero of
Mexican independence

1983: Francisco "Chico” Mendes, 44 years old,
leader in the struggle to protect the
environment, is assassinated by land
barons in Xapurl, Brazil

23 i tul:::ﬁ!a

Luke 1:57-66
1898: Conflict between the United States and
Great Britain regarding Venezuelan Guyana
1980: Gabriel Meire, French priest, is assassinated
in Brazil because of his pastoral work with
the poor.

4th Sunday of Advent

Isarah 62.1-5
Acts 13 16-17.22-25
Matt 1-1-25

January '96
$ MT WTTE S§
1 2 3 4 35 6
$ 9 10 11 12 13
15 16 17 18 19 20
7 23 24 25 26 27
29 30 31
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day

" Acts 8:8-10; 7:5459

Acts 1:1-8 Stephen Matt 10:17-22 John the Evangelist John 20:2-8
John 1:1-18 1512: P gation of laws regulating the
1553: Valdivia is defeatsd in Tucapel by the or ienda of the indi people and
Arsucanians. first legisiative revision, brought about by
1852: Alonso de Salvador, withess of indlan denunciations made by Pedro de Cérdoba
slavery in Cartagena, prophet and defender and Antonio Montesinos
of the Blacks. 1976: Angelo Pereira Xavies, chief of the

Pankararé nation in Brazil, is killed in his

people’s fight for land.
1985: The govemor of Rio de Janeiro signs law

962/85 which forbids raclal discrimination in

Chiapas is the first postoommunist revolution, i that its language is not petrified, dogmatic and heavy but rather fresh and new, like that
spoken by subcommander Marcos, who obviously has read Carlos Monsivais much more than Karl Marx. - Carlos Fuentes
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ﬁ!rday

1.John 1:5-10; 2:2 1 John 2:3-11

1 John 2:12-17
The Holy i'mocents  Matt2:13-13 Thomas a Backet Luke 2:22-35 Luke 2:38-40
1977: Mk of inos at } Peru  1887: More than 70 “garimpeiros” of Serra Pelada,
Marabé, Brazil, are shot and thrown into the
Tocatins river by the Military Police.

The Holy Family
Eccl 3 3-7.14-17a

Col 3 12:21
Matt 2 13-15,19-23

1384: John Wycliffe dies in England
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Glossary

Bandeiras (Port.)

Colonial exploratory expeditions whose purpose
was capturing runaway slaves, as well as finding
gold and precious stones.

Bandeirante (Port.)
A member of a bandeira.

Campesino

A broad term referring to a member of the rural
population, whether Indian or Jadino, who owns a
very small plot of land or who holds it in some
form of tenantry (subsistence farming), as well as
to landless peasants who provide the bulk of the
plantation seasonal workforce for the agro-export
sector. (Source: Power in the Isthmus, James
Dunkerly)

Comal
A clay pan used to bake tortillas.

Compaiieros
People engaged in a common struggle. It is fre-
quently used as a term of address.

Cofradias

Socio-religious Indian organizations which wor-
ship particular saints. They combine both Catho-
lic and Indigenous forms of belief and practice.

Grileiros (Port.)
Land grabbers.

Grito de Dolores

An impassioned speach given by Fr. Miguel
Hidalgo (1753-1811)to his parishioners in Dolores,
Mexico to summon them to support a revolt against
Spanish rule in 1810.

Homeland

The original Spanish text of this agenda used the
term Patria Grande (cf. below) which we trans-
late as ‘homeland’.

Ladino

Term used in Central America to refer to that Span-
ish-speaking segment of the population made up
of mixed blood, indigenous and those of European
ancestry, who have no direct links with Indian cul-
ture. Because it is mainly a cultural category, the

ladino status may be acquired by the adoption of

European dress and customs together with the use
of Spanish. (Source: Power in the Isthmus, James
Dunkerly)

Patria Grande

S ol ol U o Sl S A

The concept refers to Simon Bolivar’s dream of

the political union of Hispanic America. Although
it took different shapes throughout Bolivar’s ca-
reer, the best known forms are: a) his dream of the
union of the different Hispanic American repub-
lics into a single political body, on the basis of
their commonality in race, religion, language and
history; b) his 1825 project for the confederation
of the South American republics. This later be-
came the Federation of the Andes, including only
the nations which he founded (Bolivia, Peri and
Colombia, then including present day Venezuela
and Ecuador). (see “Homeland” above) (Source:
Bolivar: A Contribution to the Study of His Po-
litical Ideas, C. Parra-Pérez. Translated by N.
Andrew N. Cleven.)

Quilombo (Port.)

A hideout for runaway slaves.







